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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


SYRIAN ARMY IN LEBANON--The tension in the Lebanese security situation which 
began last Sunday attracted great concern on the part of Syria. Damascus made 
urgent contacts with various Lebanese parties, and as of Tuesday evening was 
optimistic that the deteriorating security situation could be contained and 
reconciliation continued through a government of national unity headed by Rashid 
Karami, who has Syria's full support and trust. It was in this vein that the 
Syrian cabinet discussed the current political situationin its last session, 
insisting on continuing the struggle to thwart all plots against Lebanon, the 
Palestinian cause and the Arab struggle. Lt Gen Mustafa Talas, deputy commander 
in chief, deputy prime minister and minister of defense, described the Syrian 
military position in Lebanon during this session, affirming Syria's readiness 

to meet any contingency. [Text] [Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 378, 19 May 

84 p 14) 9882 
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ISLAMIC AFFATRS 


SECRETARY UNDERLINES ISLAMIC WORLD LEAGUE'S OBJECTIVES, ACTIVITIES 
Riyadh AL-JAZIRAH in Arabic 18 May 84 p 12 


/Seminar held by Dr ‘Abdallah 'Umar, general secretary of the Muslim 
World League; in Cairo, date not specified/ 


[Text/ A seminar was held at the Saudi Students Club in Cairo with 
Dr ‘Abdallah 'Umar Nasif, the general secretary of the Muslim World 
League, in the presence of Shaykh ‘Abd-al-'Aziz ‘Abdallah al-'Abdan, 
the Saudi educational attache in Cairo. Participating in the seminar 
were: 


Mahmud ‘Umar Shawli, the adviser at the Saudi Embassy in Cairo. 
"Abd-al-Muttalib Tawfiq, the Muslim World League representative in Cairo. 


Colleague Khalid al-Humayl, the press officer and chief editor of the 
cultural magazine at the Saudi attache's office in Cairo. 


A large crowd of Saudi male and female students, citizens and 
journalists attended the seminar. Fahd al-Judi, the chairman of the 
Saudi Students Club, opened the seminar with an address in which he 
introduced the general secretary of the Muslim World League and a 
discussion then took place on what the Islamic movements face in their 
efforts for liberation and on the League's role in adopting the 
capabilities of youth and directing them on a sound Islamic course. 
The seminar also discussed the Muslim World League's concerns and its 
efforts to save Islamic thought from distortion. Following is the 
text of what took place in the seminar: 


/Question/ What are the Muslim World League's plans, considering that 
these plans came to a halt until Egypt returned co the Islamic Conference 
Organization? 


/Answer/ I do not believe that there is a relationship between the two 
issues because the Islamic Conference Organization is a political 
organization and the /member/ governments decided to suspend Egypt's 
membership, for example. But the Muslim World League operates at the 
popular level and helps Muslims wherever they may exist. It advances 


























assistance to Muslims in the communist countries, such as Russia, 

China, Romania and others, with some of the aid extended directly and 
in a free manner and other aid extended indirectly. There has never 
been estrangement /with Egypt/ and I am visiting Egypt on an invitation 
from the Muslim Youth Organization and to contact al-Azhar and 

al-Azhar University because they grand us scholarships which we 

give to /Muslim students in other countries/. We also enlist the 

help of al-Azhar in various studies. The shaykh of al-Azhar is a 
member of the League's Higher Council of Mosques. 


Current Position of Muslim World 


/Question/ How does your excellency view the position of the Muslim 
world and of its organizations, especially in the wake of the tour 
you have made of a number of the Muslim countries? 


/Answer/ Muslims generally now have the desire and the enthusiasm to 
return to Islam and implement it, to embrace the Islamic Shari'is and 
to belong to Islam. There was a time when the Muslim was ashamed to 
say that he is Muslim because his thought was misguided and because 
nationalities became predominant everywhere. It was a time of 
racialism, tribalism and nationalism, regardless of which nationalism. 
Now the Muslims have begun to turn to Islam as a way of life. This 
increases the burden of the league because, as I have said in the 
example I cited earlier, those who were fighting Islam are now advocates 
of Islam. They are opening mosques and schools everyday. God willing, 
the Islamic nation's future is great. Moreover, enhanced education, 
the desire to work and numerous other positive aspects have begun to 
emerge. What is important is to exploit them in the service of Islam 
and the Muslims. 


/Question/ What about the aid given to the Islamic movements in their 
efforts for liberation, such as the Islamic movements in Afghanistan 
and in a number of other countries? 


/Answer/ The Muslims in many countries are denied their basic rights, 
either through aggression, as has happened in Afghanistan, or through 
procrastination, humiliation and deception in countries where the 
Muslims live as a minority. Often, this is a test for the Muslims. 

If they stand fast and exert efforts, God, may He be praised, achieves 
a lot through them. Take Afghanistan as an example. Despite the lack 
of regular aid and weapons from the outside world, the Afghanis are 
scoring brilliant victories daily. But the media black out their 
victories intentionally. There are some Saudi brothers who 

have participated in the jihad [holy war/ in Afghanistan as doctors 
and as guests. They talk of many things that are considered mythical 
performed by people who grew up in secular schools and with secular 
thought. Thus, individuals have achieved feats which soldiers and 
weapons fail to achieve. If there is goodwill and if the effort is 
made, many things will be achieved, God willing. 














League Cooperates With Islamic Organizations Concerned With Youth 


/Question/ What is the league's role in strengthening youth relations 
in the Islamic world, such as holding Islamic youth camps? 


/Answer/ The league cooperates with the International Seminar of 
Islamic Youth and with other organizations concerned with youth. There 
is financing for numerous camps in Gulf and Islamic countries and in 
South and North America. There ts no section in the league for 

Islamic youth welfare. Such a section will be established, God 
willing, because the league's responsibility also includes youth 
welcare and youth needs. 


Muslim World League's Steps To Confront Missionary Movements 


/Question/ All are perfectly aware of the commendable efforts exerted 
by the league to serve God's orthodox religion in all parts of the 
world. I, as well as all those present, was deeply touched by the 
good address you delivered in the tribute held by the Muslim Youth 
Association and in which you talked of the great Islamic march, both 
in Europe and in Asia. I was gladdened to hear you say that there are 
15 communities in the PRG alone and that there is a large number of 
/Islamic/ communities in Europe. Naturally the spread of Islam in 
this manner worries Islam's enemies and motivates them to prepare the 
means and the plans to stem this tide. There have been some news 
reports to the effect that a major church missionary effort is being 
made in some Islamic countries and that the missionaries have been able 
through this effort to influence poor Muslims by opening schools, 
providing job opportunities, training youth in vocational wor™ and 
offering free medical care. The question I wish to ask you is: Has 
the Muslim World League taken counter steps to safeguard the Muslims 
adherence to their religion? Why do we not turn the mosques that are 
built in the various parts of the world into a means assisting the 
league in training Muslims on some crafts so that they may overcome 
their poverty and need? 








/Answer/ The issue has been determined. In fact, Christianization was 
coupled with and accompanied colonialism. Later, they /Christians/ 
found that it is better to withdraw the military armies -and to maintain 
intellectual colonialism through the media and through missionary work. 
Plans were drawn up and are being now implemented. Of course, if God 
wills something, then their effort will fail, regardless of how hard 
they plan and how hard they work. In fact, they have failed in numerous 
societies after 40 years of efforts. In some countries, the 
Christianization is only in appearance. Often, some Muslims in he 

these countries embrace Christianity because they /Christians/ make 

it conditional upon Muslims to do so. This is obvious blackmail. If 
you want aid, food or clothing, then you have to come to church every 
Sunday and to change the names of your children. This _ is cheap blackmail. 
Some people capitulate but they maintain their faith /in Islam/ in their 
hearts. 




















There are other examples from primitive societies, meaning societies 
that have absolutely no idea of Islam and that live in utter poverty 
and need. What can such societies do? To them, Islam is like any 
other religion. They even perform the worship rites superficially. 
Naturally, it is easier to influence such people. In any case, this 
/Christianization/ is due to the fact that the Muslims are divided 

and weak, that they have no organization and no method of performance. 
This means, very regrettably, that they have no plans. 


It is difficult to fight. But we are exerting utmost efforts to 

provide these Muslims with services. For example, the clinic we 

opened in Bangladesh has developed and turned into a hospital with 40 
beds and 4 operating rooms. This is not bad. The Catholic Church in 
Bangladesh was thus isolated and its hospital closed a year later 
because nobody frequents them and because the citizens believe that 
there is some sort of blackmail. The league is trying to boost its 
efforts in the social services and education so that it may be able to 
provide these Muslims the services they need and to save them from being 
compelled to resort to such church institutions. Let me give you just 
an idea about the figures. There are 4,000 church institutions in Asia, 
some with unknown names and others with unknown names. The U.S. 
churches alone spend $300 million in Indonesia and, I believe, $l 
billion in Asia. They have planes, cars and armies. There are 

stunning things in Africa. For example, there are 50,000 missionaries 
and nearly 220,000 people dealing with the missionaries in Africa, such 
as nurses and teachers. These are large figures. 


League's Position Toward Tragedies Experienced by Muslims 


/Question/ Is the league a national organization or an independent 
organization and what is its position toward the tragedies being 
experienced by the Muslims in our Arab and Islamic world? 


/Answer/ The league was founded by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia which 
invited the Islamic world ulema at that time to form a constituent 
assembly to formulate the league's policy and oversee its activities. 

The assembly included 50 members who represent nearly all the peoples 

of the Islamic countries. These memberships are renewed every 5 years. 
The same goes for the Higher International Council for Mosques. 

However, 99 percent of the financing comes from the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia in the form of a basic budget and in spending on the various 
projects. The kingdom has tried to turn the league into an international 
organization that does not come under the control of the Saudi investment 
and financial laws and that has flexibility and freedom of movement. 

The kingdom oversees the league morally and does not dictate anything to 
it or intervene in its policy. The higher council is the league's 
constituent assembly which dictates the league's policy. As his majesty 
the king has pointed out, when the kingdom spends on the league, it does 
not seek reward or thanks but does so for the sake of God. 




















League's Role in Embracing Capabilities of Islamic Youth 


/Question/ Youth are considered the nation's hope and its weapon. 
What is the league's role in embracing this capability and in leading 
it in the sound Islamic direction? 


/Answer/ The league is devoting attention at present to organizing 
courses and holding numerous youth camps. In this respect, the league 
will continue to provide care and attention to its students whom it 
left without care or guidance in the past. These students will receive 
the league's care and attention so that they may be the youth of the 
future, God willing. 


/Question/ Why does the league not provide tavel tickets to the African 
students who study at the league's expense in al-Azhar. Moreover, why 
does the league not reexamine their allowances, which are very smail? 


/Answer/ The question of reexamining allowances was discussed 

recently. As for the travel tickets, it is a must that they be supplied 
with them. I am surprised that they do not get such tickets, at least 
once every 2 years. 


/Question/ Are there charitable projects or aid to be offered in this 
visit? 


/Answer/ The aid goes through study committees usually. Very 
regrettably, the Muslims still suffer from the weakness of little 
faith. Very regrettably, we discover that those who present projects 
are actually presenting imaginary projects. 


A field visit has to be made to the project and accompanying inquires 
have to be made to find out a project's importance to the society 
concerned. Very regrettably, we find in some countries 2 mosques 
across the same street whereas the number of Muslims does not fill 

a single mosque. In Copenhagen, for example, there are 7 mosques on 
the main street. Therefore, the requests have to be studied before 
the aid is advanced. 


League's Role in Spreading Islam and Peace 


/Question/ The league has a fundamental role in spreading Islam and 
peace. What is its role in bringing an end to the Iraq-Iran war? 


/Answer/ The league offers advice and guidance through its assembly. 
This assembly has Islam's best ulema. These ulema, not the General 
Secretariat, can, with their learning and erudition, discuss these 
problems. When they discussed the issue of the Iraq-Iran war, they 
addressed appeal after appeal to the two disputing parties to follow 
another method because the method of force is not an Islamic method 
and does not lead to any result. The conflict goes on and continues 




















to drain a great part of the nation's human and material resources. 

It is_no secret to you that thousands of millions of dollars /are 

spent/ and thousands of people are dying daily. Such an appeal does 

not usually come by way of the media or through the dispatch of delegations. 
However, neither we nor anybody else has succeeded so far in putting an end 
to this war. The matter is in God's hands first and last and we can do 
nothing more. 


/Question/ Does the league have a plan to educate and train young 
juveniles, both boys and girls, in Afghanistan, given the ongoing war? 


/Answer/ There are schools in the refugee areas and I have visited 
/some of these/ very modest schools where students sit on the ground. 
Yet, these students display great enthusiasm and a high morale although 
the areas are poor and inappropriately weak. The league supplies books 
and sends teachers to such schools. 


League's Concerns With Rescuing Islamic Thought 


/Question/ There are modern theories and philosophies that have 
overwhelmed international thought, especially the so-called social 

and intellectual theories that are taught at the universities, despite 
their meagerness, and that dominate the general intellectual climate. 
Do the league's concerns include anything to rescue Islamic thought? 


/Answer/ One of the means through which the enemies of Islam have been 
able to control the fortunes of the Islamic nation is the sphere of 
education. They have been able to put the emphasis on turning education 
into secular education, i.e. an education that does not take into 
consideration in its curricula that man is responsble to God, may He 

be praised, and is brought to account or rewarded for this life--a life 
which he does not live in vain. The curricula were formulated by the 
British and have been adopted and supplied. They succeeded in developing 
theories of sociology, psychology and so forth which were taught in 
Europe in the 1930's and then vanished and are not taught there now. 


Despite this, we persist in our universities--due to the shortage of 
resources and the negligence of the Muslim ulema and the lack of 
resources at their disposal--in teaching these theories which prevailed 
at one time and then became defunct. We teach these theories as a 
reality and an acknowledged fact. Our youth are charmed and do not want 
to find the time to examine and study the intellectual works. Very 
regrettably, education is an end and not a means to get a degree. This 
is the basis. The university professor delivers his lecture and then 
turns his attention to other matters, meaning that he lacks the 
intellectual and scientific originality enjoyed by our forefathers 
whose works we can examine carefully. 





This is the reason why in the sphere of social sciences in particular, 
the thinking of our youth continues to be confined to these theories. 
We need serious studies in all spheres of social sciences and in the 














other sciences so that we may enhance our thought and find our identity 
in these spheres. They are now talking of Muslim sociologists who 

gave the world many things which are still in the form of manuscripts 
that nobody has studied to find out their educational thought and 
methods and to produce in a modern form with which to compete in the 
world market. I am certain that if the Muslims turn in this direction, 
we will have schools of thought to which students will come to study. 
But we are still negligent! 


Everyone of us says "L"’ whereas we want enthusiasm, desire to work 
and cooperation. These are positive qualities that must be present 
in the society. 


League's Efforts To Spread Islamic Call and Implement Islamic Shari'ah 


/Question/ The league is exerting great efforts for Islam and for 
spreading the call of Islam. But what are its efforts for implementation 
of the Islamic Shari'ah and the dictates of Islam, at least in the Islamic 
countries? 


/Answer/ The league is trying to offer these countries what helps them 
implement the Islamic Shari'ah with various means. But implementation 
comes from the government which are concerned with this matter. For 
example, the Pakistani government announced implementation of the 
Islamic Shari'ah and was then faced with the natjon's reality which 
developed under conditons where the Shari'ah had not been implemented 
for long years. Changing the situation requires efforts, money and 
people. When I was /working/ in King 'Abd-al-'Aziz University, we 
Organized through the Islamic University in Islamabad courses for 
judges because the first people to implement the Shari'ah are the 
judges and there are no Shari'ah judges there. 


The league will contribute to organizing judiciary courses in Sudan, 
Pakistan and the countries that want to implement the Shari’ h. The 
league will also offer the citizens of these countries grants to 
specialize in Shari'ah sciences. We also help in drafting laws in 
light of the Islamic Shari'ah. A bill was drafted here and has been 
presented to the People's Assembly. We will evaluate and translate 
it and then present it to the Islamic countries. For example, countries 
like the Maldives and others are requesting such laws. When states 
make such a request and are seriously inclined in their direction, 
the problem is not in requesting the implementation of the Shari’ h 
because the states are prepared to implement it. The problem lies in 
the unavailability of the material and human resources to help such 
implementation. God willing, this will become available with the 
passage of time and educational curricula will be formed for the 
various stages of education and this will help implementation of the 
Shari'ah. 




















League's Efforts to Assist Muslims in the Philippines 


/Question/ Insofar as Muslims in the Philippines are concerned, we 
hear and read at times that they are persecuted. Does the league 
exert any efforts to help the Muslims in the Philippines? 


/Answer/ Historically, the Muslims in the southern Philippines were 

not under the control of the government in Manila and had their i.dependent 
sultanates. When the United States withdrew from the Philippines, it 
concluded a treaty /with Manila/ annexing these sultanates. The Muslims 
feel that they were never at any time subject to the government in Manila 
and they have fought this trend. Moreover, the Muslims} territories 

are very rich, considering that they are the territories containing 

oil, coconuts and other natural resources. But the Muslims are denied 
the simplest political, economic and social rights and their areas remain 
backward while all the money flows into the hands of the government in 
Manila. Thus, armed struggle and popular resistance have erupted at 

all levels. 


But the Muslims in the Philippines, like Muslims elsehwere, are 
afflicted with division and disagreement. Real and false leaders have 
emerged among them and they have split into four or five factions. 
This has given the Manila guvernment the pretext to say that these 
people are not united and that it cannot negotiated with them. The 
Muslims have thus helped the government indirectly. When I became 

the league secretary, I invited the parties concerned to meet and we 
are still inviting them to do so. All the factions concerned, with 
the exclusion of one faction, have responded to the invitation to meet 
and unite. The opportunity is available to them now. If they do not 
gain control of power, the communists, who have begun to emerge in an 
open, strong and organized manner, will do so. These are the efforts 
we have exerted. 


Fundamental Mainstays of Muslim Youth 
/Question/ What are the fundamental mainstays of Muslim youth? 


/Answer/ Today's youth have the desire and the passion for implementating 
Islam, But they need mainstays to help them in this implementation. 

To start with, Islam is a religion and a balance that orders man to be 
moderate in all things and to keep God in mind in all he does and then 

to enjoy the goods of this life as much as he can and in any way he 

can within the bounds of the Shari'ah. But colonialism, be it 
intellectual or military colonialism, weakened our souls and discouraged 
our resolution. The /early/ Muslims were advocates of Islam with their 
behavior, with the good example they offered society and with their 
enthusiasm and desire to work. Thus, Islam emerged and spread throughout 
the world. If man depends on God and resolves to act /sentence 
incomplete/. I find that all the youth in the Islamic world, and 

















especially our youth in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia which God has 
blessed with resources and with status among the Muslims and in 

the eyes of the world, shoulder a big responsibility in developing 
spirits with high determination that seek the better and the higher 
constantly. Man should not allow himself to be controlled by desires 
and should not continue to buy sciences and ideas. He must have a 
psyche that helps him to excel, to seek always to develop himself, 
his society and his brothers. This requires him to be sincere to 
God, may He be praised, and to his society and to be positive in all 
his actions. He should not let negative behavior dominate him. He 
should be courageous and should not retreat or back down in the face 
of the smallest problems or of any difficulties that face him in his 
studies, work or life. He should be highly determined to face and 
overcome hardships. If we can provide our Muslim youth everywhere 
with this spirit, then we can build the Islamic nation anew. Without 
youth, we cannot do so. I believe that we must focus on a new generation 
built on deep faith to guarantee that the Islamic nation is built in 
the future in the manner we desire. 


/Question/ Since childhood, I have known collective activities that 
achieve all good for both the individual and the group. What ideas 
does your excellency have to crystalline these activities among the 
Muslim youth? 


/Answer/ I have referred to such activities indirectly. Such youth 
activities in our societies’ universities are viewed as secondary 

and insignificant activities whereas we believe that they are no less 
important than the academic curricula and programs. If these activities 
were exploited in a compietely sound manner, we would change youth and 
direct them toward a more beneficial course. I have /delivered/ a 
lecture at al-Mansurah University on this issue. Generally, the 
league must devote attention to developing youth activities so that 
they may achieve what has not been achieved through education. Just 
as an example, our educational curricula are not applied curricula, 
not even in engineering and sciences. The student, for example, 
studies laboratory experiments that are supposed to be applied 
experiences whereas they are totally divorced from what he practices 
in his practical life. The engineering student studies the theories 
of speculation and knowledge and conducts experiments on them. But 
when he goes out to supervise the construction of a building or a 
bridge, he finds that the situation is different. We prepared for 
this purpose a plan with programs for so-called applied sciences 
whereas in fact they are not applied. There is a big difference 
between what is taught and what is practiced. 


Through youth activities, we at least offer something. It is not like 
the situation in the universities where, according to our honcrable 
professors, there is bureaucracy and where each section is tantamount 
to a tribe protecting its principles. A university president always 
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finds himself unable to penetrate these imaginary borders. These 
factions must change and take the right direction. Through 
extra-curricular activities, youth can be given training in the 

sphere of computers, of space communications and in other pplied 
spheres, developing their hobbies and training them on applied aspects 
and on the love of work. 


/Question/ Is the league's activity confined to enlightenment in the 
mosques? 


/Answer/ We have pointed out that one of the league's most important 
activities is to spread cultural, scientific and religious books. 

The league has an information section also, even though it is a weak 
section at present. It issues an English-language magazine and an 
Arabic-language magazine, a magazine on the mosque's message and an 
8-page weekly published in Arabic. But it has no activity in the 
sphere of radio and television at present, except for the European 
programs beamed to the Islamic communities in Paris and Belgium. 

The league supervises these programs which we intend to expand. 


/Question/ You have visited fraternal Pakistan. What results has 
this visit produced? 


/Answer/ The visit was to strengthen relations and to eliminate 
difficulties in communication. We must operate through the governments 
to implement our programs. We must send in teachers, get visas and 
find buildings. We have to contact the governments to facilitate 

this task and to establish fraternal relations that help the league 

in this action and to achieve accomplishments similar to what is 
achieved here in Egypt. There are no specific results that 

we can talk about. 


/Question/ Why are the mosques closed after every prayer session 
despite the Muslims' need for the mosques at all times? 


/Answer/ Some countries close these mosques because they turn into a 
place for the "idle." You find youth going to sleep there instead of 
working. People have come to believe that work is specialization. If 
someone sells papers, he will not do something else /after selling his 
papers/. If he has some kind of work, he goes to sleep in the mosque 
after finishing his work. This is why some mosques are closed. Other 
mosques are closed for security reasons. l1f we want the mosque to 
play a fundamental role, it must have a library, a club, a clinic and 
many other things that achieve the mosque's message. This is what we 
are seeking to do at present so that the mosque in all countries may 
include numerous activii:les that help society perform its duty. 


8494 
CSO: 4404/493 
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EGYPT 


MILITARY HOUSING PROJECT, HEALTH FACILITIES REVIEWED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 24 May 84 p 8 


[Article by Ahmad Fu'ad: "Field Marshal 'Abd-al-Halim Abu Ghazalah Announces 
Housing Project for Workers at Military Plant No 27 in Shubra"] 


Field Marshal ‘Abd-al-Halim Abu Ghazalah, deputy prime minister and minister 
of defense and war production, announced that the armed forces will build an 
all-inclusive housing project for workers at Military Plant No 27 in Shubra 
and have given two ambulances to factory workers. He also announced that 
factory workers stricken with difficult diseases will be treated at the armed 
forces hospital in al-Ma'adi, that a childcare facility has been set up at 
the factory for female workers, that a supplementary insurance fund has been 
established for war production workers and that a wage schedule will be 
published for factory workers. 


Field Marshal Abu Ghazalah agreed that the armed forces would repair the road 
leading to military plant no 27 within 4 days and would provide 100,000 pounds 
to repair and pave another road, provided that Cairo governorate will pledge to 
complete the work in 15 days, and would expand the civilian workers club at 

the factory in al-'Abbasiyah. 


Cairo Governor Yusuf Sabri Abu Talib has decided to increase the number of bus 
lines to serve the places where factory workers congregate and to change other 
lines for this purpose. He promised to allocate some governorate housing units 
for factory workers and to comply with the requests of all who wish to change 
their apartments for nearby apartments in al-Zawiyah al-Hamra'. 


Yesterday Field Marshal Abu Ghazalah inaugurated the combined Shubra clinic 

for the armed forces at military plant no 27 and for workers of the National 
Organization for War Production. The clinic will offer its services to 
residents of the area who live in Shubra, al-Amiriyah, al-Zawayih al-Hamra', 
al-Wayili, Heliopolis and Madinat Nasr. The clinic has departments for various 
specialities and for radiation treatments, and the cost of a check-up and 
examination has been set at a nominal fee from 25 piasters to [word missing]. 


The cost of setting up the clinic complex was 1 million pounds. It is staffed 
by 13 specialized medical officers and 17 members of the nurse corps and 
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contains the most modern medical equipment, most importantly advanced radiation 
equipment and a modern dental unit. 


After opening the clinic, Field Marshal Abu Ghazalah inspected the new 
ammunition production shops in the factory, accompanied by Eng Jamal 
al-Sayyid [Ibrahim], minister of state for war production; tue governor of 
Cairo; Eng Zakariya Sa‘udi, chairman of the board of the factory; Dr Mamduh 
Jadr, chief physician; and top armed forces officials. 


9882 
CSO: 4504/287 


13 











EGYPT 


FIRST NATURAL GAS COMPANY BEGINS PRODUCTION 
Cairo AL-SIYASI in Arabic 2/7 May 84 p 9 
[Article: "First National Natural Gas Projects Company in Egypt, ‘Egypt Gas'"] 


[Text] Last Tuesday, the ‘Ayn Shams section of greater Cairo witnessed a 
great celebration with the first natural gas connection made to a residence in 
Ayn Shams as part of a project to bring gas to 20,000 residences. The project 
is being undertaken by the Natural Gas Projects Company, "Egypt Gas," the 
first national company in its field and part of the petroleum sector. The 
project will be completed by the end of 1984 at a cost of 10 million pounds, 
Engineer Ahmad 'Izz-al-Din Hilal, deputy prime minister for production and 
minister of petroleum, accompanied by Minister Yusuf Sabri Abu Talib, governor 
of Cairo, Chemist ‘Abd-al-Hadi Qandil, head of the General Organization for 
Petroleum, and Eng ‘Abd-al-Hamid Abu Bakr, chairman of the board of Egypt Gas, 
lit the first natural gas stove in ‘Ayn Shams. 


Technical Cadres Are National Resource 


After this achievement, we had to talk with 'Abd-al-Hamid Abu Bakr, or "the 
developer," as the minister of petroleum called him since he brought Egypt Gas 
company into existence in record time, began production in 7 months and also 
took part in the development of Petrogas. Abu Bakr Said: 


"The company was formed from technical cadres who had gotten their training 
with Petrogas, with foreign contractors and abroad. They had acquired 
expertise in implementation, connections, operations and maintenance; in 

fact, they brought the highest technology to Egypt, becoming a national 
resource of 60 engineers and 700 technicians working 60 hours a week. At the 
beginning of the first project, worker productivity was 4 meters per day. The 
foreign contractor set a goal of 10 meters and then raised it to 12.6 meters 
over a period of 4 years. Today, with these trained cadres, worker 
productivity has risen to 18.5 meters per day at a high standard of quality." 


Eng Ahmad 'Izz-al-Din Hilal said: 
"Never before in our era, nor under the investment law, has a company been 


formed in 2 months and begun production in only 7 months. The investment 
organization agreed to the formation of Egypt Gas based on its satisfaction, 
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studies and understanding that there had been sound planning, preparation and 
know-how, for planning in peacetime is more difficult than planning during 
war. The foundations of the petroleum sector are planning and execution. 

In February 1975, we began using natural gas instead of mazut or solar fuel 
for the first time in factories and power stations, and in January 1981, we 
began using natural gas instead of bottled gas or electricity in homes. We 
began in the least populated areas, and today a modern Egyptian company has 
been established to bring natural gas to homes. We experiment, then we 
expand and plan, to use gas to guarantee safety and durability. I ask the 
distribution sector to take responsibility on behalf of the petroleum sector 
to see to it that the people are treated well, ethically and with integrity 
and that a spirit of working within a family prevails among the workers, for 
this is the secret of success. We should also begin maintenance immediately 
after installation. May God grant you success." 


Chemist ‘Abd-al-Hadi Qandil said: 


"Providing gas to homes in the past was always done with foreign planning 
and Egyptian labor. Today, with the new company, all the work is done by 
Egyptians. After this success, it is with trust in their ability that I 
announce that the al-Matariyah--al-Zaytun--al-Wayili--al-Qubbah area 
authorizes Egypt Gas company to provide natural gas when the ‘Ayn Shams 
project is finished.” 


The governor of Cairo also spoke on this occasion: 


"Praise be to God, gas has reached the heart of the residential areas, and 

is on the way to being enjoyed by all classes. This is a boon to Cairo, even 
to Egypt, and I would like to kiss the hand of everyone who built or helped 
build the system. I am truly happy that Egyptians have replaced foreigners 

and have raised productivity in connecting gas lines. This is wonderful by 

any standard, and I would like to go on record as saying that Petrogas and 

its new company were among the best as far as filling and repairing the streets 
after the connections were made." 


9882 
CSO: 4504/287 
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EGYPT 


AGRICULTURAL OUTPUT FOR FISCAL YEAR PROJECTED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 29 May 84 p 8 


[Article by Usama Ghayth: "Agricultural Production Projected at 6,131,000 
Pounds for 1984/85"] 


[Text] Agricultural production for the new fiscal year, which will begin on 
1 July is projected at 6,131,000 pounds, an increase of 203 million pounds 
over this fiscal year. The agricultural development plan has as its goal 
cultivation of 102,000 additional feddans, irrigation of 346,000 feddans with 
drainage water and covered drainage projects in 225,000 feddans. 


The plan also includes establishing 40 veterinary units, 30 guidance units 

and 15 equipment service stations; completing the fish farm at Maryut (an 
area of 3,600 feddans); improving the soil in 200,000 feddans; setting up 
stations in the governorates to serve 369,000 feddans; constructing, deepening 
and widening public drainage canals to serve 275,000 feddans; finishing the 
West al-Nubariyah canal and increasing the areas planted with cereals, greens, 
cotton, rice, sugar cane and sugar beets. 


An official economic source said that the agricultural development plan for 
the new fiscal year includes increasing the areas used for export crops by 
about 29,000 feddans for vegetables and fruits. This will help improve the 
balance of payments and raise productivity to the world standard. 


Production per feddan of wheat was raised to 1l ardebs, maize to 13 ardebs, 
rice to 2.5 tons, sugar cane to 36 tons, peanuts to 11 ardebs and cotton to 
7.43 kantars. 


Production was projected at 1,888,000 pounds, fish at 112 million, grains at 
887 million, fibers at 360 million, oil seeds at 81 million, sugar crops at 

183 million, vegetables at 842 million, fruits at 427 million and fodder at 

1025 million. 


The plan will realize a noticeable increase in strategic crops, which are 
imported in large quantities by the government to cover local consumption. 
This will resuit in decreased imports, especially for wheat, lentils, sesame 
seeds, maize and beans. 


9882 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


NEW HEALTH CARE UNITS--Field Marshal Muhammad ‘'Abd-al-Halim Abu Ghazalah, 
deputy prime minister and minister of defense and war production, yesterday 
opened the projects at military plant no 18 at Abu Za'bal. These projects 
include a clinic complex for health services, which contains departments of 
surgery, internal medicine, orthopedics, rhinology, otology, gastrology, 
pediatrics, gynecology, dentistry, opthamology and dermatology. The clinic has 
13 doctors and 8 staff members from the nurse and nurse's aid corps and the 
most up-to-date medical equipment in order to face any emergency. The projects 
also include the first bakery in the city, which produces 2,500 loaves per 
hour, providing enough for the workers and also serving al-Qalyubiyah gover- 
norate. There is also a day care center in the cultural center and a project 
for families involved in production which makes all the clothing for plant 
workers. Field Marshal Abu Ghazalah asked that the toy factory in Alexandria 
be reopened and suggested to the workers that the lower floors of apartment 
buildings be used to set up shops to make pullovers and slacks to bring in 
money and put spare time to good use. He explained that the governorate could 
organize such an operation. Accompanying Field Marshal Abu Ghazalah on his 
visit to the factory were Eng Jamal al-Sayyid [Ibrahim], minister of state 

for war production; ‘Umar 'Abd-al-Akhir, governor of al-Qalyubiyah; and top 
armed forces personnel. The visit concluded with a meeting with representa- 
tives of workers in plants nos 18, 90 and 100, when Field Marshal Abu 

Ghazalah agreed to the workers' request that the round-trip bus route between 
Abu Za'bal and Qalyub be resumed. He also agreed to study the idea of 

running the railroad line from Kubri al-Limun station to Abu Za'bal directly. 
Field Marshal Abu Ghazalah asked that studies on building the new housing 
project at Abu Za'bal, to be made up of 13,000 units, be completed promptly. 
[Text] [Cairo AL~AHRAM in Arabic 16 May 84 p 8] 9882 


SECOND ARMY COMMANDER--Lt Gen Ibrahim al-'Arabi, chief of staff of the armed 
forces, affirmed that changes in military commands are standard practice among 
the armed forces to continually bring in new blood. The chief of staff 
yesterday witnessed ceremonies passing command of the second field army from 
Maj Gen Mahfuz Hamdi to its new commander, Maj Gen Safi-al-Din Abu Shannaf. He 
said that every change carries with it an impetus, a desire for improvement and 
a proving of oneself. One generation hands responsibility over to another, and 
each passes its experience on so that the armed forces will progress as 
planned. Staff Maj Gen Hasan Sulayman Mansur was appointed chief of staff 

of the second army, the post held by Maj Gen Abu Shannaf. The new commander 
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was born in al-Minya in 1931 and obtained his master's degree in military 
science from the Command and Staff College. He was promoted up the ladder, 
serving as commander of a mechanized infantry brigade in the 1973 war and chief 
of staff of the second field army. A large number of military leaders, 
"Abd-al-Mun'im ‘Amarah, governor of Ismailia, and Eng Uthman Ahmad Uthman, 
chairman of the popular development committee of the National Democratic 

Party, attended the ceremonies. [Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 28 May 84 

p 8] 9882 


CSO: 4505/287 
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LIBYA 


LIBYA'S USE OF FRONT ORGANIZATIONS DESCRIBED 
Munich AL-INQADH in Arabic No 8, Apr 84 pp 37-39 


[Article by Abi Tariq: "The Terrorist's Intelligence Agencies and the Policy 
of Fronts"; Munich AL-INQADH in Arabic; monthly organ of the National Front 
for the Salvation of Libya] 


[Text] The use of commercial, cultural, and other "fronts" might not be 
considered a recent invention in the struggle of security agencies and 
foreign intelligence services. This method has been known and used often 
since early times, especiaily by the intelligence services of the countries 
of Eastern Europe. 


As the magnitude of the cooperation between al-Oadhdhafi and the intelli- 

gence agencies of these countries has increased, and as the degree of his 

dependence on them has grown, it has been natural for us to notice how al- 
Qachdhafi's intellignnce agencies have increasingly adopted this method... 
the method of "fronts". 


In the front method, the foreign intelligence agencies of a state set up 
institutions, bodies, and companies that seem to have commercial, cultural, 
media, or religious goals. In reality, they serve the intelligence aims 

of the state in question. 


This method has spread and its use has grown as international relations have 
become interlocking, and as their aspects and fields have multiplied. 
International relations are no longer limited to traditional diplomatic 

and political relations. It is difficult to pursue intelligence goals 
through the usual consular and diplomatic fronts and channels (embassies, 
consulates, etc.). 


However, it is well known that the use by national intelligence agencies 

of these fronts has continued to be linked to all international customs and 
traditions. By and large, they have been used to protect the security 

of the countries that control the fronts, and for purposes of penetration 
and infiltration. In only a few cases have such fronts been used to conduct 
conspiracies, stir up strife, and carry out terrorism. 


Since al-Qadhdhafi's rule has generally and essentially violated all 
traditions and customary useage in international dealings, and since it 
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has been calling for the creation of the "terrorist state", a state adopting 
terrorism (both at home and abroad), and both financing and practicing it, 
it has been natural for al-Qadhdhafi to use the method of fronts for the 
same goals of plotting and building international terrorism, as well as for 
financing and practicing the latter. 


The Types of al-Qadhdhafi‘s Front Organizations 


By examining the foreign activity of al-Qadhdhafi's intelligence agencies, 
we can classify their front organizations as follows: 


Commercial fronts 
Financial fronts 
Media, cultural, and educational fronts 
Religious fronts 
Diplomatic fronts 


We WN re 
oa >. ee °@ 


One must recognize that al-Qadhdhafi has turned to the use of commercial 
fronts rather late. He began to use this method in the mid-1970's. 
Perhaps this development was chronologically linked with al-Qadhdhafi's 
increasing dependence on intelligence and security agencies in the 
direction of the state, as well as with his increasing dependence on the 
intelligence agencies of the countries of the Communist Eastern Bloc. 


Perhaps the "African Company" was the first of al-Qadhdhafi's experiments 
in this area. The company was founded in an obscure and strange manner 
with capital from Libyan military intelligence. Although this firm deals 
in millions of dinars, there is not a single document demonstrating its 
legitimacy. Al-Qadhdhafi used a strange method to finance this company, 
since he forced more than one foreign firm working in Libya to take this 
company on as a representative in Libya. Each foreign firm had to pay 

the Libyan firm an agent's fee. The companies paid the money to the local 
Libyan agents. The activity of this company was focused on the countries 
of Western Europe. In the beginning, it made Italy the main center of its 
activity. Then it spread into France, Malta, and other European countries. 
Today, there is hardly a European country that does not host a "project," 

a firm, or branch belonging to this company. Its "investments" currently 
include a large number of hotels, restaurants, importing offices, tourist 
offices, and transportation agencies. The African Company is currently 
under the direction of the "al-Jamahiriyah Security Board." Supervision 

of the firm is expected to be transferred to "the Popular Committee for 
Foreign Security," which was recently established by al-Qadhdhafi. He gave 
the so-called Colonel Ynis Bilqasim 'Ali, the task of heading it. Moreover, 
it is expected that supervision of the companies department in this new 
security agency will be turned over to an individual called Abu Sha'rayah 
Farkash, one of al-Qadhdhafi's relations by marriage, who currently oversees 
some of the commercial fronts with his brother, Salih Farkash. They have a 
special responsibility for West Germany. 


One of the other commercial fronts used by al-Qadhdhafi is the African 
Transportation Federation Company, which is often confused with the African 
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Company. The African Transportation Federation Company (UAA) is an air 
transport firm. The founding of this firm a its administration during 

its first few years were overseen by the so-called Colonel al-Rifi ‘Ali 
al-Sharif. Its administration was later turned over to Lt Col al-Hadi al- 
Hasumi, a former pilot. It is currently known as the al-Jamahiriyah Company 
for Air Transport. 


The individual called Muhammad 'Ali Hijazi, who is a famous Lebanese 
businessman dealing in smuggled goods and the son of the wife of Emperor 
Bokassa, has played a role in closing many of the deals that have helped 

to increase the number of aircraft in the company's fleet from 2 in 1979 

to a list of aircraft that by the end of 1981 had more than 15 airplanes 
used to transport heavy loads of passengers and goods and more than 13 
small airplanes for transporting passengers. In reality, in a few years, 
this company has become an effective instrument for supporting al-Qadhdhafi's 
efforts to instigate sabotage and terrorist activity all over the world. 
The company is trying to find itself a fixed base in the Middle East and 
Central America in addition to Africa. Its aircraft have made long flights 
to Western Europe, although they were usually undertaken for maintenance 
and for transporting foodstuffs and military supplies to Libya. 


Here are some of the most prominent things done by this company on the 
African continent: 

1. The company's aircraft helped to transport the supplies for al- 
Qadhdhafi's forces in Chad. They also evacuated the wounded during al- 
Qadhdhafi's invasion of that country. In addition, they played a large 
role in the withdrawal of al-Qadhdhafi's forces from it at the end of 
November 1981. 


2. The company's aircraft transported large shipments of weapons to Kigali 
and Buju mbura in Ruwanda and Burundi. These weapons were on their way 
to the separatists in Uganda and Zaire. 


3. The company's aircraft shipped quantities of uranium to Libya from Niger. 


4, The company's aircraft supplied the new government of G. G. Rawlings 
in Ghana with enormous quantities of foodstuffs, medical supplies, weapons 
and ammunition, as well as with military advisors. 


5. The company's aircraft have transported large amounts of military 
supplies to Dire Dawa in Ethiopia, delivering them to what is called the 
Somali Salvation Front. They also make regular flights to Addis Ababa in 
order to transport ammunition, materiel and provisions to the Ethiopian 
forces and the forces of the mercenaries working against both Somakia and 
the Sudan. 


6. The company's aircraft supplied Mauritania with vehicles, veapons, 


ammunition and propaganda publications. They also supplied the Polisario's 
fighters with weapons and ammunition. 
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The company has established a firm basis for itself in other regions of 
Africa. It has acquired the right to fly over and land in the territory of 
Mauritania, Mali, Algeria, Togo, and Benin. The company recently expanded 
its flights to the east by extending to the Seychelles. 


7. Moreover, the aircraft of this company have been used to send military 
supplies to South Yemen, which was to use them ultimately against North 

Yemen via the (Communist) Democ: utic National Front. In addition, the 
weapons were to be used against Oman via the Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Oman. 


The al-Qafilah Company's activity is overseen by the so-called Lt Col 

Hasan Ishkal (al-Qadhdhafi's nephew). Until recently, it was administered 
by an individual called ‘Abd-al-Rahim Abu Lumaylimah (who was arrested on 
moral (?), financial (?), and political charges). This firm plays a 
similar role to that of the al-Jamahiriyah Company for Air Transport. Its 
role is integral to that of the other firm. The al-OQafilah Company uses 
fleets of large Mercedes trucks to play a serious role in the transport of 
materiel, goods, equipment and passengers across Libya's southern border, 
southwestern border, and southeastern border. It also plays a serious role 
in executing an important part of al-Qadhdhafi's conspiratorial plans, which 
are targeted against the security and stability of Libya's neighbors in the 
area, especially the Sudan and Chad. 


The Libyan Arab Company for Foreign Investments, which was established on 

4 February 1981 by Law 6 of 1981, is considered to be al-Qadhdhafi's most 
modern attempt in the area of commercial front organizations. Al-Qadhdhafi's 
intelligence services are trying to use this company, which unfortuantely 
contains a number of capable, clean, nationalist elements in its administra- 
tion, as a front to cover up their terrorist and intelligence-related 
activities. This firm's investments are distributed throughout more than 

48 countries: 


African countries: 

Algeria, Angola, Benin, Burundi, Cameroon, Central Africa, Chad, Ethiopia, 
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Liberia, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Niger, Ruwanda, Somalia, the Seychelles, the Sudan, Togo, 
Tunisia, and Uganda 


Asian countries: 


Bahrain, Jordan, Iraq, Kuwait, Lebanon, Malaysia, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, 
Sri Lanka, Syria and the PDRY 


European countries: 


France, Greece, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Rumania, Spain, Turkey and 
Switzerland 
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Latin America: 
Grenada, Guyana and Nicaragua 


This company has inherited title to Libya's share in a number of "joint 
companies" that were set up in cooperation with a number of African and 
non-African countries. A number of these countries have either frozen the 
activity of these firms or expelled the agents of al-Oadhdhafi working in 
them, after having uncovered the real goals al-Qadhdhafi was pursuing by 
founding these companies. Such things have happened to al-Qadhdhafi's 
companies in Uganda, the Sudan, Chad, Somalia, Liberia, Cameroon, Gambia, etc. 


There are many, many examples of the commercial fronts al-Oadhdhafi has 
established abroad, We will refer to only some of them: 


The XETA Company in Greece. It was founded by representatives of the al- 
Jamahiriyah Security Board and some Greek companies. 

The NKURO TRADE Company in London. 

The International Bureau for Medicines Company in London. 

The al-Shurug Company for Technical Production, with branches in Greece, 
Italy, and Malta. 

The TERMET Company in West Germany. 


Moreover, al-Qadhdhafi's intelligence services have used a number of Libyan 
"businessmen" to found import-export offices and other commercial, 
industrial and tourism projects. These projects are used as fronts by the 
intelligence agencies. There are many names in this area (we refrain from 
mentioning them now). Many persons actually founded many fronts for the 
Libyan intelligence agencies in a number of European and Arab countries, 

as well as in North America and Canada. 


The "pillars" of intelligence in the al-Qadhdhafi government and their 
various agencies compete at founding these front companies for reasons 
having to do with their function and for personal reasons. (To us, it 
seems that the latter are dominant and more powerful.) These commercial 
fronts offer the members of al-Qadhdhafi's intelligence agencies a great 
opportunity for gaining great wealth quickly, since no controls are placed 
on this activity. Neither is this sort of activity subject to any sort of 
financial and administrative monitoring in al-Qadhdhafi's chaotic govern- 
ment. Members of al-Qadhdhafi's intelligence services such as Khalifah 
Hunaysh, Ahmad Qadhdhaf-al-Dam, and Ynis Bilqasim, as well as those who 
are in their orbit, use regions and countries with large financial and tax 
advantages (such as the independent districts in Europe) as headquarters 
in which to open secret accounts and set up projects and companies. Here 
are some examples: 


The individual called Ahmad Qadhdhaf-al-Dam established a joint company 
with his personal friend, an individual called ‘Abd-al-'Aziz al-Shadhili 
(Algerian/French) in Vados in the free district of Lichtenstein. (This 
al-Shadhili is in direct contact with al-Qadhdhafi as well, and he owns 
a group of cabarets in France. It is believed that he was the secretary 
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of al-Riqar [Zeghar], an Algerian personality famous in the world of crime 
and terrorism.) 


An individual called Fadil al-Mabruk al-Dhabilah, the chairman of the 
board of al-Sharuq, founded a company in his own name in Panama. The 
company was registered as a supplier. 


In addition, these commercial fronts offer great and important services to 
al-Qadhdhafi's intelligence agencies by reason of the commercial and 
financial cover they enjoy. Here are some examples: 


1. These fronts are used to win over many commercial and political person- 
alities through the presents and advantages they offer, or through the 
partnerships they establish with then. 


2. These fronts are used to transfer bribes and funds to al-Qadhdhafi's 
agents abroad (both individuals and organizations). 


3. These fronts offer many services to the members of al-Qadhdhafi's 
intelligence services abroad. These services allow them to move freely 

and travel without difficulty or notice between countries. The fronts 

are able to obtain entry visas for the host country for these agents. They 
also make it easier to obtain residence visas and to transfer money and all 
their other needs with relative simplicity. 


In a coming installment, we will deal with the other kinds of fronts used 
by al-OQadhdhafi's intelligence agencies. 
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REASONS BEHIND NUMAYRI'S RECENT POLITICAL MOVES 
State of Emergency Declared 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 222, 12-18 May 84 p 14 
[Article by Sa'd-al-Din 'Abd-al-Hafiz in Khartoum and ‘Adil Darwish in London] 


[Text] Last week Sudan's president Ja'far Muhammad Numayri formed a new govern- 
ment in which he will hold the position of minister of defense. His two vice 
presidents, his assistant and 16 ministers kept the positions they held in the 
previous government, while 5 ministers who served in the previous cabinet lost 
theirs. In addition to a few slight changes among national council presidents, 
nine new ministers joined the cabinet. This cabinet shuffle followed the declara- 
tion of a state of emergency throughout Sudan for an indefinite period. Army and 
security authorities have been given broad authorities to execute the state of 
emergency decree that was declared by President Numayri. The purpose of some of 
these changes, particularly those that were made among ministers, was not to 
change the state's public policies, but it seems that the purpose of these 
changes was largely that of bringing about a more competent administration for 
those key positions to implement the goals set by President Numayri. 


Nevertheless, the change in the leadership of the political organization, after 

Mr Badr-al-Din Sulayman, the first secretary general of the Central Command of 

the Socialist Union was removed from office, may have long term as well as short 
term political implications. The Socialist Union is the ruling political organiza- 
tion in Sudan. When Mr Badr-al-Din Sulayman was removed from office, Mr Muhammad 
'Abd-al-Qadir 'Umar was appointed to replace him. Many people may have been taken 
by surprise when a state of emergency was declared in Sudan. However, government 
sources believe that political leaders had reasons to justify the declaration of 

a state of emergency. These justifications are comprised in the following stated 
facts: 


First, the aim of declaring the application of Islamic law in the country was to 
correct imperfect conditions that have been prevalent in Sudan, return to Islamic 
principles and safeguard the people's lives. Since bringing about radical change 
is what is required in society, it was expected that the application of Islamic 
law be opposed by attempts to scuttle the process, attempts to restrict its appli- 
cation or attempts to divest it of its objectives. 


Second, [declaring the application of Islamic law] was aimed at the conditions of 
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the previous period. President Numayri mentioned that during the previous period 
the campaign of hostility inside the country and abroad had intensified. Con- 
tinuous attempts were made to disturb peace and stability in Sudan. These were 
manifested in part in a foreign conspiracy in which parties hostile to Sudan took 
action that was based on an ideological premise or on political thought. This 
conspiracy escalated into armed attacks in the south that went as far as attemp- 
ting to shell cities. 


Third, these campaigns coincided with attempts inside the country to increase 
unrest in a variety of forms. Sometimes these attempts were made by political 
parties in the context of presenting demands; and other times they took the form 
of spreading rumors or calling upon people to unite in a bloc against the govern- 
ment. The government described these attempts as a sham effort to realize demands 
that can be realized without the need dor a strike. This is because the state has 
Started the process of bringing about justice. Thus, it seemed that the nature of 
these attempts was political and anti-governmental. 


Fourth, some secret party activity hiding behind the trade union movement and the 
student movement has surfaced. Opposition to the regime is concentrated in two 
Organizations. One of them includes political opposition groups whose opposition 
to the regime is based on their ideological and doctrinal differences with the 
regime. This movement is made up of the disbanded Sudanese Communist party and 
Ba'th groups. The other members of this opposition organization are what is left 
of the National Front. In addition, this opposition organization includes the 
opposition that was created by those conditions that developed in south Sudan 
after the province was re-partitioned. 


This opposition movement has recently stepped up its anti-government activities. 
President Numayri has described this movement by saying that it combined parties 
which had been divided, groups which had been dissolved and ideas that were 
contradictory. The activities of this opposition are concentrated in the circles 
of the trade union movement which came forward with specific demands. This was 
established in a series of disturbances that were seen recently in the country. 
These disturbances were based on demands for improving the material conditions of 
trade union members. [These conditions had deteriorated] as a result of Sudan's 
critical economic conditions. In arousing hostility for the regime, this movement 
depends on the numerous manifestations of economic and administrative corruption. 
The government acknowledges that this corruption exists, but it has a different 
point of view toward it. The government sees this corruption as intended to stir 
up civil strife and hostilities for the government. This movement is also asking 
the government to grant public liberties. These demands are echoed by the leftist 
students’ movement in Khartoum University and by some professional groups like 
those of attorneys and other professionals. 


The second principal organization in the opposition movement built its position 
on the issue of the application of Islamic law. This part of the opposition is 
also a front whose constituents are disparate and different. The foremost member 
of this front is al-Sadiq al-Mahdi's group which thinks that the conditions which 
are being experienced by Sudanese society and the economic conditions that that 
society is suifering from do not constitute the proper climate for the applica- 
tion of Islamic law. This group also believes that the present political regime 
lacks the fundamental elements of a just Islamic system. At the same time other 
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members of this opposition organization have been basing their position on a 
religious foundation. This part of the opposition found support among non-Muslim 
groups in south Sudan in their claim that application of Islamic law could jeopar- 
dize the rights of these non-Muslim groups. 


Numerous Objectives 


It seems that all recent decisions were aimed at realizing several objectives, 
chiefly to provide agreement and harmony between the ruling political organiza- 
tion and the stage of putting Islamic law into practice. The second aim of these 
objectives was to confront opposition activities regardless of their form and 
their premises. The changes that were made by President Numayri in some positions 
were made to bring about agreement and harmony. Numayri removed Badr-al-Din 
Sulayman, the first secretary general of the Central Command, from the ranks of 
the political organization and he appointed Muhammad 'Abd-al-Qadir ‘Umar to 
replace him. In some people's minds 'Abd-al-Qadir ‘Umar is associated with the 
initiatives he undertook when he served as governor of some provinces in Sudan in 
the mid seventies. The aim of 'Abd-al-Qadir 'Umar's initiatives was the same as 
that of the decrees that were issued to put Islamic law into practice. Muhammad 
'Abd-al-Qadir 'Umar had issued local orders prohibiting the consumption of alco- 
hol in these provinces. Consequently, it may be said that his ideas coincide with 
President Numayri's ambitions for putting Islamic law into practice. An announce- 
ment to that effect was made in October of last year. It was at that time that a 
secret struggle grew around the political organization. Muslim leaning members of 
that organization with Islamic tendencies thought that the leaders of the politi- 
cal organization were not enthusiastic about the application of Islamic law. At 
the same time some organization leaders reacted somewhat fearfully and anxiously 
about the possibility of having the rug pulled from under their feet, so to 
speak. Therefore, in an attempt to hold back those decrees,these leaders 
announced that the decrees to put Islamic law into practice were decrees that had 
to be made by the political organization and that they were not exclusive to a 
particular class or group of people. 


Thus, the recent measures were taken to strengthen the political organization 
with people who shared President Numayri's enthusiasm for the issue of putting 
Islamic law into practice. These measures were taken to remove obstacles that 
were impeding the application of Islamic law and deny the claims made by some 
Muslims that these measures were not completely and effectively consonant with 
the ruling political organization. 


The second objective that was being sought by the recent decrees was that of con- 
fronting opposition activity. Therefore, a number of measures was taken to 
achieve that objective. A state of emergency decree was declared, and it provided 
for a set of executive ordinances which have to do with obtaining information, 
banning false statements and banning the infiltration of rebellion, sedition and 
sabotage. The decree also provided [government authorities with] the right to 
enter land, buildings or property; transport and move vehicles; acquire property; 
seize weapons, ammunition and supplies; and watch over them. The decree also gave 
[authorities] the power to ask people to stay in their homes; and to have sus- 
picious people removed from certain areas or placed under house arrest. It gave 
them the power to hire workers, monitor the mail, and set special rules for 
mailing letters and publications inside or outside Sudan. It gave them the power 
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to impose a curfew, set work hours and the hours at which stores were to be 
closed, ban ownership of telecommunications equipment, ban processions, meetings 
and work stoppages and question people. 


These regulations will be administered by nine courts, each of which will be 
headed by a civilian judge who will be assisted by two military men. These courts 
are to replace the regular courts of justice whose authorities have been 
indefinitely suspended by the emergency decree. 


A number of well-informed observers have expressed their belief that President 
Numayri, who during his 15 years in office did successfully abort about 20 
attempts to overthrow him, may have felt that his government was losing its grip 
on the country. This belief is corroborated by the fact that President Numayri 
did express his dissatisfaction with the existing corruption in government. Presi- 
dent Numayri had declared that his government was facing enemies in the country 
and abroad. Observers indicate that the enemies in the country that President 
Numayri was referring to are those rebels in the south who rally around two 
political movements, one of which is the Sudanese People Liberation Movement. The 
other movement is the Anyanya II Movement which is a resurgence of =hat movement 
by the same name which had launched an armed war in the south in the sixties. It 
is known that President Numayri himself had played an important role in putting 
an end to the rebellion in the south by signing the Addis Ababa Agreement in 
1972, giving southerners some kind of autonomy. 


But it seems that opposition to the government is not confined to the south; it 
rather extends to the north. For example, there was a general strike last March 
by Sudanese physicians over professional demands that had to do with wages. 
Although the government gave physicians an ultimatum to go back to work in 72 
hours, the strike lasted over 3 weeks. The outside enemies that President Numayri 
referred to are some neighboring countries. On Friday, last March 6, there was an 
explosion near the Umm Durman radio station. Sudanese authorities stated that the 
explosion was the result of a raid carried out by a Tupolov-22 airplane. 


Communist Conspiracy Alleged 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1439, 1 Jun 84 p 32 
[Article by 'Afaf Zayn] 


[Text ] Before the state of emergency was declared in Sudan late last April, a 
jumbo jet owned by the Lonhro Company landed in Khartoum Airport. The leader 

of an African country that has common borders with Sudan stepped out of that air- 
plane. That country has also shared in Sudan's problems for a long time. 


President Numayri had dispatched Dr Baha' al-Din Idris, the former minister of 
state for presidential affairs, to the African president--this is the president 
of the Republic of Central Africa--asking him to come. The latter dropped what 

he was doing and came very quickly to Sudan to be briefed about details of a com- 
munist conspiracy whose dangers were going to affect all of Sudan and spill over 
into Central Africa. 


Whether or not news about this conspiracy was true--the news was confirmed by 


28 











an official source in the British Foreign Office--the quick action which was 
begun in Sudan by declaring a state of emergency confirms the fact that there 
may indeed have been such a conspiracy. 


The new factor on the Sudanese scene after the state of emergency was declared 

was President Numayri's announcement of a cabinet shuffle and administrative chan- 
ges. These changes were made on the eve of the declaration of the state of emer- 
gency throughout the country, in the north and the south. 


Agents of the Sudanese People Liberation Movement in London stated that Presi- 
dent Numayri proclaimed in his address the south was a country at war. The presi- 
dent said, ''The banner of the profession of faith is flying, and the blood of our 
sons in the south is being shed under this banner." The immediate interpretation 
of the president's words about the south ruled out any other understanding of 
those words which sincere Sudanese nationals tried to use to approach movement 
agents. The movement is keeping its intentions about its course of action to 
itself, although it is not ruling out contacting both the United States and 
Britain to explain to them its point of view as well as its subsequent actions on 
the scene. In south Sudan the fighters' positions are noticeably quiet. Neither 
the sounds of gunfire nor the sounds of words can be heard there; there is no 
other sound there but that of heavy rainfall. However, this does not deny the 
fact that the Sudanese army is engaged in intense preparations that would enable 
it to deal with any deterioration of the situation and to settle matters by force 
before they got worse. 


Also in the south the state of alert and caution has not ruled out mediation 
efforts whose aim is to calm matters. One of these mediation efforts was the 
action taken by Kenya's president [Daniel T.}| Arap Moi. President Moi's action 
was coordinated with a British figure, and it was undertaken to resume dialogue 
with the people of the south. So far, no announcements have been made about the 
results of this mediation. 


In addition to the British-Kenyan mediation effort regarding the question of the 
south, Chester Crocker, the U.S. undersecretary of state for African affairs, 
spoke about "'some leniency and flexibility’ with the residents of southern 
provinces, particularly with regard to the consumption of alcohol and a few other 
liberties. Mr Crocker made those remarks to a number of Sudanese officials when 
he headed a high-level delegation that visited Khartoum. However, Chester Crocker 
heard statements that he had not expected to hear. Along with those statements, 
Mr Crocker was advised to go to the south to see for himself the justifications 
for the measures that were taken. 


The recent changes that President Numayri embarked upon--whether these had to do 
with the cabinet shuffle or with security and administrative arrangements whose 
purpose was to put Islamic law into practice in Sudan--aroused concern in the 

West and particularly in the United States. The United States asked Egypt for 
clarifications and answers to many questions for which the Chester Crocker delega- 
tion had received no answers when that delegation visited Khartoum. Egypt, how- 
ever, explained to the U.S. envoy that it did not interfere in Sudan's domestic 
affairs. For Sudan is a free and independent, sovereign country. The consonant 
positions that Egypt and Sudan share do not justify any intervention by either in 
the affairs of the other, unless something were to happen to infringe upon 














Sudan's security and sovereignty. Egypt explained that the recent changes in 
Sudan were purely domestic and in no way affected any change in the country's 
foreign policy. 


The recent changes that were made in Sudan after the state of emergency was dec- 
lared were characterized by some confusion. This was a result of President 
Numayri's desire to rely on "people he trusted" who did not oppose the Islamic 
banner he was carrying. Therefore, these changes brought unsuitable men into 
positions of responsibility, and that led to conflict in jurisdictions and 
required functions. An informed Sudanese source told AL-HAWADITH, "This confusion 
does not matter. The present stage requires action that would restore confidence 
in the regime. This is not a stage of reconstruction and building. Confidence 
ought to come before reconstruction." 


Although the recent appointments did not bring about any change in Sudan's 
foreign policy, the local implications of these appointments can easily be deter- 
mined in light of the president's wish not to change his mind about putting 
Islazic law into practice. One of these appointments was that of Muhammad 
'Abd-al-Qadir 'Umar; he was appointed secretary of the Central Command of the 
Socialist Union. He is one of those itinerant Muslims who, prior to returning to 
the application of Islamic law, was behind the local prohibition of alcohol when 
he was governor of some provinces in Sudan in the seventies. 


Besides, Ahmad 'Abd-al-—Rahman Muhammad, who is a leading figure in the Muslim 
Brothers Organization, was appointed minister of social and political affairs. 
And Dr Hasan Turabi was retained in the position of presidential adviser on 
foreign affairs. 


A presidential decree was recently issued authorizing the establishment of new 
colleges for women and putting an end to coeducation in secondary schools. In 
addition, the 'murabah" system [Resale with specification of gain] is being 
established for commercial transactions instead of the interest system. The 
Alms Tax Office is also to assume its functions. A special religious college 
is to be opened to train officers in Sudan's armed forces who, after their 
training, would graduate and serve as preachers in mosques. 


The campaign to eliminate corruption, smuggling and trafficking in narcotics and 
alcohol is inseparable from the campaign to cut off the fat in both the civilian 
and military administration. A number of officers has been discharged from the 
army; a number of ministers has been removed from office; and "all those people 
we thought were good people but who followed the way of the devil" were also 
removed. People around the president are talking about the feelings of failure 
and frustration that come over the president as a result of that. Those who 
oppose the regime inside the country and abroad are saying that it has become 
quite clear to President Numayri that the popular base of support with which he 
had started his term in office has faded and that he no longer has the support of 
Muslim ideologues and liberal intellectuals. 


There are expressions of concern in Sudan's economic circles about the fact that 
capitalists are balking at "risking'' their capital in business deals in which 

no contracts are drawn and no guarantees given. This is because they believe that 
in application the Islamic economic system cannot save Sudan's declining economy. 
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Sudan is paying the equivalent of 1 billion Sudanese pounds every year to pay 
back its foreign debts. Besides, the situation in agriculture has its in- 
adequacies, and the technology utilized in farming is primitive. Banks are also 
going through a state of confusion as a result of a situation in which the pre- 
vious banking system is overlapping the new Islamic financial system. Sincere 
people are apprehensively watching the days go by and awaiting the president's 
initiatives. 


Regarding security, discussions about coups and the conspiracy are almost every- 
where. It is this that led to the state of alert in Sudan's armed forces. On the 
borders which Sudan shares with its nine neighbors there are signs confirming the 
existence of this state of alert. Libya is preoccupied these days with efforts to 
find a way out of the incident at the embassy in Britain. In Chad all actions are 
focused on finding a "final solution" to that country's crisis; all parties there 
would welcome that. Ethiopia is living in a state of alarm because of the 
drought; its refugee camps are now filled with hundreds of thousands of refugees. 
Besides, separatist movements in that country have resumed their activities and 
are asking for their independence. At the present time, there is nothing on 
Sudan's borders to cause immediate concern, but as far as the interior of the 
country is concerned, the Sudanese National Movement in exile took action in the 
middle of last week. It distributed leaflets on the occasion of the 16th anniver- 
sary of the 25 May Revolution. The mere distribution of these leaflets indicates 
that the Sudanese National Movement has lost hope that President Numayri will 
form a national reconciliation government that would expand and diversify the 
base of popular government. Also the fact that a state of emergency was declared, 
that the constitution was suspended, that all liberties were revoked and that 
gatherings were banned have caused the movement to lose hope that the president 
might pardon political prisoners and detainees. Nevertheless, some people believe 
that they are getting ahead of themselves with their pessimism. 


A few days ago agents for Malcolm Rifkin, the British minister in charge of 
African affairs, spoke about fears in British circles of the possibility that 
President Numayri may decide to put al-Sadiq al-Mahdi on popular trial. The 
British are apprehensive and concerned about Sudan's internal security and stabi- 
lity because the leader of al-Ansar has broad popular support, and [such a trial } 
would cause one to be apprehensive about possibilities of internal clashes. 


But those who are in the know have ruled out the possibility that President 
Numayri would undertake such a tria] because they believe that al-Mahdi did not 
commit a major transgression against the president. He merely expressed his 
opinion and nothing more. Besides this belief, in case President Numayri expands 
the foundation of his government and forms a national reconciliation government, 
the coming struggle will be one between al-Sadiq al-Mahdi and his son-in-law, Dr 
Hasan Turabi. Both men have their sights set on leading a popular organization 
whose foundation is common faith and a similar culture. Their long-term goals are 
similar. 


What attracted attention was the fact that Dr Turabi spoke at an occasion and 
said, "Ja'far Numayri is the imam of this century of the Hijrah calendar." Presi- 
dent Numayri had previously rejected such a statement. A few months earlier he 
had said, "From now on there is to be no imamate in Sudan." 


The recent changes that were carried out by President Numayri came about on the 
eve of the 16th anniversary celebration of his revolution. Will these changes 
produce the results that are being hoped for? 
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TUNISIA 


CHIEF OF GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION DISCUSSES ORGANIZATIONAL REFORMS 
Tunis AL-SABAH in Arabic 16 May 84 pp 3, 4 


(Interview with Mezri Chekir, Minister of Civil Service and Administrative 
Reform, by Sara Abdel Maksoud: "A Comprehensive Conversation with Mr Mezri 
Chekir on the Reform of Public Enterprises: Development of Oversight Organi- 
zations and Powers of Boards of Directors"; date and place not specified] 


[Text] In terms of management, the public enterprises constitute the basic 
instrument for entering directly into economic and social planning. Their 
development has resulted in a form which has made their tasks very cumber- 
some, and they must be improved, in conjuction with the country's new devel- 
opment, for the sake of promoting economic and social activity and spreading 
it about through all sectors and areas. 


The sixth plan document devoted a special chapter to the reform of public 
enterprises, and one cabinet meeting held recently decided to review the 
reform and upgrading of public enterprises comprehensively. 


We held a comprehensive interview with Mr Mezri Chekir, minister of civil 
service and administrative reform, on the features of this reform, its gene- 
ral framework, its categories, its goals, and the means for achieving and 
carrying it out, and he spelled the general context of this reform out for 
us, stating: 


"As regards attaining the quantitative goals of the plan, it was necessary 
to introduce specific reforms into the functioning of some government bu- 
reaus, including reform of public enterprises, so that good results could be 
achieved at the lowest costs with the quickest procedures. This principle 
lies within the scope of a comprehensive plan which the reform cabinet has 
pursued with respect to education, agriculture, tax collecting, administra- 
tion, retirement and so forth. 


"Administrative reform is linked to the reform of enterprises, and includes 
the reform of organizations, procedures and work methods. For its back- 
ground, it relies on the description of the status of the public enterprises 
by determining the gaps and deficiencies they are suffering from and the 
conclusions on these, and producing a plan whose main features are set out 
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in the framework of the fifth plan. A cabinet session held recently under 
the chairmanship of the president then approved the formation of a committee 
made ur of some ministers who have public enterprises under their supervi- 
sion or have an understanding of this subject, and, by getting some experts 
to participate, especially people in charge of the oversight organizations 
which have taken charge of promoting the file and lost a number of enter- 
prises, it wrote down its observations and examinations in separate reports 
which were received as part of a comprehensive reform plan. 


"In this context, a national committee was formed to clean up the enter- 
prises and their organizations, along with other branch committees in each 
ministry to carry out the reform plan. 


"Among the overall contents of the chapters in the plan there is a chapter 
related to government intervention. In this regard, the government will re- 
linquish some small and intermediate sectors on behalf of development or 
private banks or parent companies, and a higher committee will draw up the 
file on these enterprises, enterprise by enterprise, by 31 October 1984 at 
the latest. 


"A draft law will be issued in regard to the role and tasks of the public 
enterprise, the circumstances of the appointment of the president and gene- 
ral director and his connection to the committed program, in the near fu- 
ture, and committees will work diligently to put it into execution. 


"The purpose of the reform is to upgrade our public enterprises and improve 
their output at the lowest cost, so that we will not be compelled in the 
future to review the status of some enterprises and clean up their condi- 
tions." 


Question: Could you spell out the public enterprises’ economic, social and 
political role in developing the economy? 


Answer: Among the most solemn duties every modern country bears is the rea- 
lization of economic security for its citizens. Therefore, they must inter- 
vene directly or indirectly in many economic fields. 


The government intervenes for strategic reasons, first of all, with the ob- 
jective of exploiting and enriching the government's natural resources. It 
also intervenes to carry out projects which the private sector does not en- 
gage in carrying out, in view of the magnitude of investments required or 
the skimpiness of the return anticipated. 


The government also intervenes in order to turn an element of the country's 
economic policy, such as industrial decentralization, regional development 
or the like, into concrete reality. 


This intervention manifests itself essentially in the establishment and con 
centration of public economic enterprises. These enterprises play an impor- 
tant role in the revival of the country's economic activity. Therefore, the 
added value produced by the public enterprises comes to 2/7 percent of total 
national product. These public enterprises’ investments also represent 27 
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percent of the total national product and approximately 37 percent of total 
national investments. 


From the standpoint of employment, it is worth observing that public enter- 
prises currently srvloy close to 200,000 persons, whose wages exceed 3 bil- 
lion dinars a y*’* “his is equal to approximately 30 percent of the total 
wages paid out thivughout the country. 


From the standpoint of exports, the public enterprises provide three quar- 
ters of the nation's exports. 


These, roughtly, are the general indicators which clearly show the role the 
public enterprises play in developing the national economy. 


Question: What problems are the public enterprises experiencing? 


Answer: The public enterprises are experiencing organizational problems. The 
boards of directors, for example, with their current composition and methods 
of operating, their periodic meetings, their members’ inability to work full 
time and on occasion their lack of specialization, are not permitted to play 
the important role which has been asigned to them, which is to determine the 
enterprises’ general policy and monitor the execution of this policy; this 
generally causes the president and general director to follow a personal 


policy which changes as he is changed, and this constitutes a threat to the 
organization. 


In addition to the defects to which the boards of directors are prone, we 
also see that the financial and technical oversight the government carries 
out is not at all workable at the present time. This essentially can be 
attributed to the large number of enterprises subject to this sort of over- 
sight, which it would be worthwhile reviewing in the context of the intended 
reform. It can also be attributed to the financial and technical overseers’ 
inability to work full time and the failure to provide these functionaries 
with the adequate material and moral means for performing their tasks as 
well as possible. 


In addition to these organizational problems, it is necessary to turn to the 
problem of output in public enterprises, which one can interpret in terms of 
the burdens cast on these enterprises’ shoulders, in terms of the work they 
perform in the area of employment and training and preservation of the price 
level, and their assumption of a pioneering role in the area of regional 
development. It has also been frequently stated in many circles that the 
public sector's main problem is improper management. That does not mean cor- 
ruption in management, which is to be ruled out. 


Here we must note that obvious political considerations are not alien to the 
spread of this sort of belief.The situation is that while management in the 
public sector is not always excellent, overall it is sound, and that the 
weak points basically may be ascribed to organizational considerations which 
we must certainly confront and seek to reforn. 
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It should also be noted that poor management also is related to other areas, 
of which we might refer in particular to the psychological area, since it is 
to be noted that the mentality of the "little satrapy" which we inherited 
from colonialism and the [era of] decline has permeated some enterprises. 





Question: How can one reconcile the nature of the public enterprises which 
are supposed to put pressure on costs and spending and an inflationary eco- 
nomic environment resulting from rising equipment and raw materials costs 
and increasing wages? 


Answer: This is the basic problem the public enterprises are facing, since 
the burdens they bear, in their capacity as public bodies, are at times not 
in keeping with the requirements of the actual economic situation and the 
environment in which the organization functions. Therefore, it is necessary 
to create a balance with intense concentration among all these elements, and 
this in itself constitutes a significant problem which most organizations 
experience every day. 


Question: How is it feasible for management in the public enterprises to be 
developed? 


Answer: That will be possible by controlling the overall problems to which 
the public enterprises are exposed and creating suitable solutions to then, 
by setting out a comprehensive, integrated plan which will have the effect 
of eliminating existing problems. We will thereby be protecting our enter- 
prises from the negative atmosphere in which they have deteriorated. 


Question: Are the boards of directors at the present time performing their 
tasks as well as possible? Has there been any improvement in their overall 
condition by setting out a clear policy for each enterprise in the develop- 
ment process? Is it possible to give some members of the boards full time 
employment, as well as having officials from the Office of the Prime Minis- 
ter and the Ministries of Planning and Finance represented in the boards of 
directors? 


Answer: The board of directors is an organization which in accordance with 
the law that is in effect sets out the enterprise's general policy and fol- 
lows up on the execution of that policy. 


Since the board is composed of persons, the success of the role it performs 
is to a large degree dependent on the caliber of these persons, their re- 
sources, their experience, their ability to work full time, and the extent 
of their attachment to the enterprise whose fortunes they are attending to. 
That has prompted the government to study this issue, so that the persons 
the government appoints to represent it on the boards of public enterprises 
will combine all the attributes which will guarantee that these boards play 
their part as well as possible. 


However, the success of this role is not just contingent on the proper 
choice of officials, but is also contingent on other elements, including the 
need to tighten up the internal organization of the enterprise, which must 
be vigilant in providing the officials with all information and documents 
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promptly, so that they will be able to study them with utmost discernment 
and adopt the necessary decisions with awareness. 


The inherent functions of the board will remain as they are; this organiza- 
tion will continue to set out the general policy of the enterprise and moni- 
tor the execution of this policy. However, it is necessary to take specific 
practical measures to enable these boards to play their role as well as 
possible, and that is what the ministerial committee has promoted. 


On granting full time employment to some members of the board of directors, 
we are in fact thinking of this measure, in order to enable the board of 
directors to perform its duty as it ought to. However, the application of 
this recommendation can be carried out only in stages, because it dictates 
that there be an adequate number of competent personnel who can be made to 
apply themselves full time to this task. 


With respect to giving representation on boards of directors, it is worth 
observing that the provision of representation for the government as a whole 
cannot be broken down into categories, and is not the prerogative of a given 
ministry or enterprise. 


When the government selects its representatives, it must rely only on compe- 
tent personnel, and these are not restricted to employees in the narrow 
sense of the word; rather, they involve more than that, including everyone 
who is working in the public sector. Therefore, the recommendation has been 
made that it be possible to appoint personnel in public enterprises as offi- 
cials, if they possess the requisite competence. 


Question: Are you thinking of getting labor representatives to participate 
in the boards of directors of public enterprises, in order to give them 
a greater feeling for the enterprises’ actual conditions? 


Answer: Representation on boards of directors is related in the case of com- 
panies with mixed capital to the requirement of owning part of the capital. 
As regards national companies of an industrial and commercial character, the 
law which created the enterprise is the one which sets out the manner in 
which representation on the board of directors is to be provided. We have a 
number of national companies and public enterprises of an industrial and 
commercial character whose board members include employees’ representatives, 
as is the case, for example, with the two tobacco agencies. 


The notion of participation by the enterprises’ workers and employees in the 
capital and consequently in the management of the organization is one that 
is to be encouraged on its own merits, since it will help give them a grea- 
ter sense of the actual conditions in their enterprise. The government will 
work in the context of cleaning out public enterprises and restructuring 
them to put this idea into application gradually. 


[Question] What are the instruments of internal and external oversight in 
public enterprises for guaranteeing successful management? 
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[Answer] The enterprise must have both internal and external oversight, in 
light of the integration that exists between them. Internal oversight exists 
now in many public enterprises; therefore, they must be supported, and care 
must be taken to have them acquire maximum effectiveness. 


In view of the massive human and material resources that this sort of over- 
sight demands, it must be organized to cover groups of enterprises operating 
in the same sector which have similar specifications, such as enterprises in 
the chemical sector, enterprises in the petroleum sector, and so forth. 


Internal oversight organizations must keep abreast of technical developments 
and introduce all modern technologies, such as information and so on, so 
that their activity can acquire added feasibility and effectiveness. 


Moreover, this internal oversight cannot be truly feasible unless it is car- 
ried out in an organized milieu which does not refuse to interact and coop- 
erate for the sake of the proper management of the enterprise. 


The role of external oversight is complementary to that of internal over- 
sight. External oversight is carried out on two levels: 


In the context of the government, by numerous means (technical and financial 
oversight, oversight of inspection methods, oversight of accounting depart- 
ment methods, and so forth). 


On the non-governmental level, by generally enforcing the endorsement of all 
the enterprise's documents by account auditors. It cannot be said that the 
presence of all these forms of internal and external oversight could para- 
lyze the enterprises’ activity, since these forms of oversight are inte- 
grated and on the one hand are not performed at the same time, some being 
carried out prior to performance while others accompany or come after the 
performance, or on the other hand are not all carried out regularly and in 
periodic fashion, since some of them are turned to only in case of need. 


Question: Have a new conception of the tasks of the president and general 
director and a definition of his inherent functions been determined, Linking 
his task to the performance of programs with clear goals within a specific 
time period? 


Answer: The president and general director represents only the instrument 
which executes the policy the board of directors sets out. 


His daily presence in the enterprise guarantees the continuity of the execu- 
tion of the decisions that are adopted at the board level. The president and 
general director derives his influence only within the limits of the powers 
delegated to him by the board of directors. 


However, in reality, we usually observe the opposite; the president and ge- 
neral director himself becomes the decisionmaker and the board is only an 
organization which approves these decisions. The policy of the enterprise is 
a personal one and it changes with the change in the president and general 
director, with the unfortunate consequences that entails. 
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Therefore, it is necessary to review this situation, so that the policy in 
the enterprise will be one based on consultation. In the broader range, this 
policy will have to lie within the context of a program of action with 
clearly defined features over which agreement is reached between the enter- 
prise and supervisory authorities, with consideration given to the sectoral 
policy of the government on the one hand and the requirements of the econo- 
mic and social environment. 


Question: Is there any distinction between the job description of the presi- 
dent and general director and that of the chairman of the board? 


Answer: Yes, this point arises from the one mentioned earlier, that the ge- 
neral director of the enterprise is only an instrument for executing the 
board of directors’ policy. Therefore, he need not be a chairman of this 
board; it is possible to assign the chairmanship of the board to another 
person who is above the daily problems of management and is able to view the 
actual situation in the enterprise in a broader framework which will help 
him monitor the execution of the program of action set out in agreement with 
the supervising power. 


It is worth mentioning that the reform that is to be introduced has made it 
possible to distinguish between the job description of the president and 
general manager and that of the chairman of the board without eliminating 
the possibility of combining the two functions in one person, which is in 
keeping with the condition of some enterprises, especially those that are 
small and medium-[sized]. 


Question: It is said that the draft public enterprise reform lies within the 
framework of the revival of the management participating in all ministries. 
Is it possible to clarify the tasks of these departments, especially as re- 
gards program contracts? 


Answer: Yes, it is intended to create a structure in each ministry which 
will be concerned with closely monitoring the public enterprises that belong 
to this ministry and will seek to keep in permanent, constant contact with 
all the technical departments in the ministry and the general departments in 
the enterprises. 


4s far as the mintstry goes, this measure has the goal of unifying supervi- 
Sion polisy ant. 25 téyaras the government, of running the process of coor- 
dination among the vacious organizations which have jurisdiction over super- 
vision over the public enterprises, so that thus the supervision will be 
more workable, 


Question: What reform does the department consider must be introduced into 
the area of transactions? 


Answer: There is no unified system which the public enterprises can follow 
in the area of making transactions. These transactions can entail the pur- 
suit of the order system, some are concerned with the pursuit of bylaws, and 
there are some which do not pursue a clear method. 
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Therefore it became apparent to the department that it was necessary to for- 
mulate a unified, clear system which would apply to all enterprises and 
would rely essentially on the principle of upright competition which will 
bring benefit to these enterprises. 


In addition to that, one of the objectives at which the draft order the 
department presented in this regard aimed is to get Tunisians to participate 
as much as possible, whenever foreigners perform studies or carry out trans- 
actions, by participation in consulting firms or by carrying out parts of 
the transactions, as far as the work goes. 


Priority, in the course of the work performed in the department, will also 
be granted to Tunisian products, as far as supply contracts go, as long as 
they have the same value in terms of quality as foreign products, and are no 
more than 20 percent above the price of the latter. 


Question: Are there specified annual instalments, as far as transactions go, 
relative to the president and general director or the internal transaction 
committee? 


Answer: Transactions have been classified, according to their importance, in 
terms of which of the committees that are to be formed they are to be re- 
ferred to. The president and general manager can make expenditures not in 
excess of 20,000 dinars and it is not necessary to conclude transactions. 


Expenditures which exceed 20,000 dinars, requiring that transactions be con- 
cluded, will be classified as follows: 


Those between 20,000 and 1 million dinars will be within the jurisdiction of 
the enterprise's internal committee. 


Those between 1 and 10 million dinars will be within the jurisdiction of the 
ministerial committee belonging to the supervising ministry, and those in 
excess of 10 million dinars will be within the jurisdiction of the higher 
committee for transactions which will include members from the Office of the 
Prime Minister, the Central Bank, and the ministries concerned. 


Question: What is the mission of the National Reform Committee? 


Answer: The tasks of this committee are not confined to reforming public 
enterprises alone; they are also concerned with restructuring these enter- 
prises so that they can play their part as well as possible. Therefore, it 
has been called the National Committee for the Reform and Reorganization of 
Public Enterprises. The tasks of this committee are embodied in particular 
in the following: 


1. Setting out a reform policy: 


It Ls worth mentioning that the reform of enterprises cannot be only fiscal; 
it must, rather, include all the aspects of the enterprise, so that the 
remedy will be successful, radically eliminate the ailment and enable the 
enterprise to regain its strength so that it will be able to set out again 
on strong foundations. 9 




















Attention must also be given to fiscal balance, and it is also necessary 
that assiduous care be given to the circumstances of production in the en- 
terprise, the productivity of the employees, reform of the social climate, 
and the degree to which the enterprise responds to its environment. 


2. The provision of practical recommendations to the government, which will 
have the effect of advancing the enterprise. These recommendations will be 
concerned with fiscal balance, the policy of delegating and managing person- 
nel, the bylaws of the enterprise, production and marketing policy, and o- 
ther measures which will guarantee the development of the enterprise and 
guarantee that it makes a fresh start. 


Question: Are there programs to make the workers sensitive to the public 
enterprises’ circumstances, so that they may sacrifice themselves, improve 
output and enhance earnings? 


Answer: This problem in reality is a psychological one, as I mentioned be- 
fore, since it results from the infiltration of the mentality of the “little 
satrap” which we have inherited from the eras of colonialism. The installa- 
tions, interests and fate of the enterprise were not the concern of the 
members of the enterprise at various levels of work and responsibility, the 
resources of the enterprise were fair game and it was permissible to be lax, 
Tapacious and make unjust demands regarding them, even if that was at the 
expense of the enterprise and the higher interests of the country. There- 
fore, before all else, it was necessary to combat this mentality, first of 
all through enlightenment and the reform of people's mentalities, and se- 
condly if necessary by striking out at the hands of the manipulators, so 
that they would be examples for people who talked themselves into engaging 
in the process of sabotaging the people's property. 


In addition to that, the government is thinking of adopting practical mea- 
sures which would have the effect of encouraging workers to exert and sacri- 
fice themselves more, by improving their work conditions, linking their 
wages to their actual productivity, and rewarding exemplary workers so that 
they will be the best examples to be enulated. 


From the standpoint of getting workers to share in the capital and conse- 
quently in the management of the enterprise, I have previously stated the 
importance that this issue entails. 


Qu3stion: How can one link wages to productivity and reward each employee 
according to the sacrifices he makes? 


Answer: One cannot totally link wages to workers’ actual productivty, since 
it is necessary to guarantee that a fixed amount is paid out which will 
guarantee a worker who is not able, for a legitimate reason (such as ill- 
ness, for example), to perform his tasks to obtain part of his salary. Howe- 
ver, this portion must not exceed a minimum which will enable the worker to 
meet his essential requirements. 


The rest of the salary must be linked to the employees’ output and the qua- 
lity of their work performance, so that we can thereby guarantee that a 
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basis for honorable competition among the employees of the enterprise is 
introduced. 


This approach is feasible, in practice. It has been applied in some enter- 
prises, and it has been possible to realize satisfactory results. Therefore, 
it is necessary to think of putting it gradually into general application in 
the case of enterprises where the nature of work is in keeping with this 
system of wage payment. 


Question: Are technical and financial overseers intended to perform 
their tasks, or is their oversight a mere formality? 


Answer: Technical and financial oversight requires review from all angles, 
which is actually one of the basic points which the reform will include. In 
this regard, it is necessary to spell out the role of financial and techni- 
cal oversight in an obvious, clear manner, and it is necessary to provide 
overseers with the adequate material and moral means by which they can play 
their role as well as possible (the financial overseer, for example, will be 
given the right of protest to suspend execution in respect to certain impor- 
tant expenses). 


None of this means that technical and financial overseers are not intended 
to perform their tasks, and that they consequently are mere formalities; 
rather, the contrary is the case: many of them have contributed progress to 
this task and have caused it to acquire the utmost seriousness and effect- 
iveness. 


However, since they are not employed full time on the one hand and are few 
in number on the other, and because of the large number of enterprises each 
of them oversees on top of that, it is not possible to carry out financial 
and technical oversight in the requisite manner in the case of all enter- 
prises. 


A distinction will be made, in the context of reform, between direct and 
indirect supervision, and this will reduce the number of public enterprises 
directly subject to oversight by the government through technical and finan- 
cial overseers. This will help make it possible to consider the overseas 
capable full-time employees of public enterprises, especially since the 
higher institutes, such as the National School of Administration, the Higher 
Insitute of Management and others, will, with God's permission, provide the 
competent personnel to enable this process to succeed. 


11887 
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SRI LANKA BRAVING HOSTILITY TO ISRAEL 





ISRAEL 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 1 Jun 84 p 3 


[Article by David Krivine] 


[Text ] 


The decision to let [srael open an 
interest section at the U.S. embassy 
in Colombo was front-page news in 
Sri Lanka and ts arousing 
tremendous controversy, according 
to. a visitor just arrived from that 
country, who is familiar with the 
Si‘uation there. 

Opposition comes from Moslem 
groups, and from the left-wing Sri 
Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) 
headed by Anura Bandaranaike, son 
of the prime minister who broke 
relations with Israel in August 1970. 

Reuters reported yesterday from 
Colombo that the PLO said it had 
expressed to the Sri Lanka govern- 
ment its dissatisfaction over Col- 
ombo’s invitation to Israel to help 
fight the island’s separatist terror- 
ists. 

PLO representative Khaireddin 
Abdul Rahman said that the Mos- 
sad, which he described as a “‘terror- 
ist Israeli institution,” was helping to 
train the island’s armed forces. 

More than 50 members of the 
Mossad are already in Sri Lanka, 
Abdul Rahman said, adding that the 
PLO had expressed its dissatisfac- 
tion while some Arab states had told 
the Sir Lanka government of their 
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disappointment at the invitation to 

Israel. 

,Bandaranaike sides with the PLO, 
declaring that ‘‘as long as the Palesti- 
nian problem is unsolved, nobody in 
this world can sleep peacefully,”’ the 
source said, 

Sri Lankan Foreign Minister 
A.C.S. Hameed explained that the 
renewal of ties with Israel is due to 
the need for aid in putting down 
terrorism. This has antagonized the 
Tamil Congress Party, which thinks 
that the aim must be to subdue the 
Tamil underground resistance 
movement, the Tigers. 

“But that is not the whole story,”’ 
the source says. President J.P. 
Jayewardene wishes to restore peace 
between the Tamil and the Sinhalese 
communities. 

“The army went on the rampage 
last July, burning and looting Tamil 
hemes and killing the occupants. I 
have myself seen a Tamil village 
campletely gutted,”’ the source said. 
“The outbreak was a shock to the 
whole country. The authorities felt 
they had lost tontrol of their own 
armed forces. So the need of advice 
and assistance from the Israelis is a 
serious matter.” 














Oppositionists asked why aid could not be sought from Britain's SAS or 
America's Green Berets. The answer provided by Minister of National 
Security Lalith Athulathmudal: "What we have chosen (that is, the Israeli 
service) is the best in the world." 


-A further justification for resum- 
ing a working contact with Israel was 
the need for assistance in agricul- 
ture. A full-page article in last Sun- 
day's newspaper The Island, entitled 
The Israeli Connection, recalls that 
before links were broken 14 years 
ago Ceylon (the previous name of Sn 
Lanka) enjoyed a “fruitful rela-. 
tionship” with Israel, resulting in the 
introduction of tube-well technology 
and the encouragement of large- 
scale grape cultivation in the north. 

An important new development 
scheme — one of the biggest in Asia — 
is close to completion: the Mahaweli 
river project. Four big dams built in 
the central mountain region have 
created lakes of 15 to 20 square 
kilometres. Thanks to the irrigation 
supplied, the country is returning to 
self-sufficiency in rnce-cultivation.” 
But another 120,000 families are due 
to be settled under the plan, and 
what will they grow?” he asks. 

Sn Lankan nice is not of the ex- 
portable variety, nor do the farmers 
have the necessary infrastructure for 
other forms of cultivation. This is 
where Israeli expertise comes in, the 
source said. 

The Colombo authorities made a 
careful probe of reactions in Arab, 
Moslem and Third World capitals 
before renewing the Israeli link. 
They emphasize that their policy of 
support for the Palestinian cause 
remains unchanged. 

They do not expect a decrease in 
their tea exports to Iraq, Egypt and 
elsewhere, nor do they fear for the 
employment of their nationals in the 
Gulf countries. Thailand and the 
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Philippines maintain full diplomatic 
relations with Israel, yet have the 
largest number of resident workers 
in the Arab countries, $n Lankan 
sources point out. 

The Ceylon-Israel Friendship 
Association, which had 158 mem- 
bers in 1970, canvassed for the re- 
sumption of dipiomatic relations af- 
ter 1977, following the oil-price in- 
crease engineered by OPEC. 

According to the newspaper The 
Nation (supporter of Bandar- 
anaike’s SLFP), five cabinet minis- 
ters or deputy ministers and 21 mem- 
bers of Parliament actively prom- 
oted the renewal of ties at the time. 

There is some disillusionment in 
Asia with Arab policies, and Sri 
Lanka is the first to take an initiative 
in shaking off the limitations im- 
posed by the oil powers on other 
countries’ freedom of action. 

‘It does not mean that Sn Lanka 
will restore full diplomatic relations 
with Israel,” the visitor observed. 
‘But the present step certainly con- 
firms that there is no innate hostility 
to Israel among inhabitants of the 
island. Despite last year’s tragic 
clash,’ he continued, “they are 
peace-loving people. The word 
‘serendipity’ [coined by Horace Wal- 
pole] means the faculty of making 


happy discoveries by 
accident. It comes from 


the word 'serendip,' which 


was Sri Lanka's original 
name before it was called 
Ceylon,” he recalls. 

















EVALUATION OF MISUSE OF CENSORSHIP 


ISRAEL 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 1 Jun 84 p 8 


[Article by Allan E. Shapiro] 


[Text ] 


WITH THE publication of the re- 
port of the Zorea Commission of 
Inquiry into the death of the two 
terrorists who were captured alive 
after the Ashkelon bus hijacking, it 
is now unmistakably clear that a 
serious error of judgment was made 
in the use of military censorship. 
Even after photographic evidence 
that gave credence to the possibility 
of wrongdoing had been published 
abroad, the military censor con- 
tinued to prevent publication of the 
photographs and any reference to 
doubts about the manner in which 
the terrorists had been killed. The 
newspaper, Hadashot, was punished 
for publishing the fact of the 
appointment of the Zorea Commis- 
sion, in defiance of the censor’s ban. 

What could have been the reason 
for the imposition of censorship? 
While there has been no authorita- 
tive answer to this question, the only 
apparent justification for the action 
taken would appear to be fear for the 
fate of Israel's prisoner's in terrorist 
hands. As reported by Hitsh Good- 
man in The Jerusalem Post of May 
29, ‘since reports leaked out that the 
two surviving terrorists might have 
been murdered, there has been fear 
among military circles here that 
harm may befall Israel’s three pris- 
oners of war being held by terrorists 
in Syria.”’ It was abundantly evident 
from the outset that no military 
secrets. in the strict sense of the 
term, were involved. 
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The question must be asked 


whether the imposition of cen- 
sorship protected the Israeli prison- 


ers. Hirsh Goodman's report implies 
a negative response. ‘Now that the 
report has been published, and it is 
clear that those responsible for the 
deaths will be tried, Israeli officials 
said last night that they hoped this 
pressure would now be removed,” 
he states. 

To the same effect is the statement 
of Minister of Defence Moshe Arens 
in a radio interview, as reported in 
Ha‘aretz. Asked about the possible 
effect of the publication of the report 
on our prisoners, Arens replied that 
there need not be any effect, “and 
the fact is that there has not been any 
effect until now.” 


PUBLICATION, not secrecy, or 
rather the patently futile attempt at 
secrecy, would have contributed to 
the security of the Israeli prisoners. 
Once evidence of wrongdoing had 
appeared abroad, there should have 
been an immediate announcement 
of the intention to investigate the 
incident and to punish those culp- 
able. There should have been an 
emphatic reaffirmation of Israel's 
policy with regard to terrorist prison- 
ers and of its moral standards with 
regard to the putifty of arms. 

Once again, it has been demons- 
trated that secrecy, by blocking the 
flow of information from responsible 
sources, increases the currency of 














irresponsible rumours and adds to 
their credibility. The major effect of 
the imposition of censorship in the 
hijacking affair was to confirm that, 
in fact, [srael had something to hide. 

Circumstances that were public 
knowledge added to the harmful 
effects of the spurious secrecy im- 
posed by military censorship. The 
presence of both Minister of De- 
fence Arens and of Chief-of-Staff 
Moshe Levy at the scene of the 
happening had already been pub- 
lished. Wide publicity had already 
been given to the televised statement 
of the defence minister that terror- 
ists could learn from the affair that 
they would not escape with their 
lives from terrorist attempts against 
Israel. Once photographic evidence 
had appeared in the New York Times 
that at least one terrorist had been 
captured apparently unharmed, the 
avenue was open to anyone so in- 
clined to reach the conclusion that 
Israel had in fact adopted a new 
policy, decided on at the highest 
level of authority and announced by 
Arens in his televised statement. 

In the context of these circumst- 
ances, the imposition of military cen- 
sorship only reinforced the most in- 
criminating suspicions. As such, it 
materially added to the danger fac- 
ing Israel’s prisoners in hostile 
hands. Irresponsible statements in 
the Israeli press worsened matters. 
This newspaper published an article 
which contended that the fate of the 
captured terrorists would not have 
been a matter of concern to Israelis 
in the ‘SOs and ‘60s and that the 
British had killed Argentinians who 
had raised their hands in surrender 
during the Falkland Islands cam- 
paign. Not only was the Israel De- 
fence Forces’ traditional emphasis 
on the purity of arms disregarded, 
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but the matter was treated as though 
of little consequence. 

A decade ago, the then chief cen- 

sor, Avner (Walter) Bar-On, 
empnasized the harmful effects of a 
futile attempt at secrecy with regard 
to terrorist actions within Israel. In 
November, 1974, terrorists. took 
control of an apartment in the town 
of Beit She’an, killing the inhabi- 
‘tatres“"After the army had taken 
control, a hysterical mob burned the 
bodies of the terrorists killed in the 
IDF attack. Foreign TV cameramen 
filmed the affair, and the telecasting 
abroad created a wave of adverse 
reaction. (The BBC televised only 
the burning of the corpses. ) 

Bar-On recorded in his published 
diary that he didn’t know how he 
would have acted, even if he had 
been able to censor the film, as there 
was no damage to security or the 
revealing of secrets. As a result of 
this incident, however, the then 
minister of defence, Shimon Peres, 
gave instructions not to permit the 
presence of media representatives in 
places where an action against ter- 
rorists was underway. 


BAR-ON immediately felt that this 
simply would not survive the trial of 
experience. The terrorist capture of 
the Savoy Hotel in Tel Aviv in 
March 1975 proved him correct. Be- 
cause of the lack of authoritative 
information, “the city was inundated 
with various rumours and an air of 
panic began to prevail.”’ As a result 
of the Savoy Hotel experience, Bar- 
On presented three recommenda- 
tions: 
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© When action against terrorists 
takes place in the presence of jour- 
nalists and photographers, the send- 
ing of information should be permit- 
ted, even if the authorities do not yet 
have all the details; 


O The publication of an official 
announcement and maximum aut- 
henticated information should be ex- 
pedited, so that Israeli and foreign 
journalists will not be forced to rely 
> unreliable, hostile sources; 

Q “If the army and the police are 
unsuccessful in preventing access of 
photographers to the site of the 
happening, there is no sense in for- 
bidding the sending of photographs 
abroad.” 

These recommendations show a 
wealth of experience and worldly 
wisdom. Each was disregarded, in 
one way or another, by the imposi- 
tion of military censorship in the bus 
hijacking affair. The conclusions are 
too obvious to require elaboration. . 

In the final stages of the Independ- 
ence War, an incident occurred in. 
which Israeli soldiers murdered, 
Arab civilians. Tom Segev relates in 
his “1949 - The First Israelis” that 
Ben-Gurion directed that Nathan 
Alterman’s poem “On That,” based 
on the incident, be circulated 
amongst all units of the Israel De-- 
fence Forces. Its concluding stanza 
should be the guide to military cen- 
sorship. In free translation, it is as 
follows: 

“And the people’s war, which 
stood without blemish against the 
seven legions of the kings of the 
East, will not be frightened off be- 
tore ‘Tell it not in Gat’... It is not so 
cowardly.” 

The writer is a political scientist. 











SRI LANKA AFFIRMS TIES 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 10 Jun 84 pl 


[Text ] 


COLOMBO (Reuter). - Sri Lanka 
President Junius Jayewardene said 
yesterday that he will not withdraw 
his request for Israel counter- 
guerrilla help, despite protests in 
which more than 40 people have 
been injured. 

A government statement said 41 
civilians and several policemen were 
injured in the demonstrations by 
Moslems in the eastern province on 
Friday. 

The statement said police fired 
tear gas and bullets to disperse the 
demonstrators, who threw stones at 
police vehicles, set up roadblocks 
and set fire to a bus. They also 
= andther bus, injuring passen- 

aT. 

Shops were shut and public trans- 
po¥yation halted in the northern 


capital of Jaffua, populated by 
minority Tamils who have opposed 
the government. 

Jayewardene told a meeting of the 
ruling United National Party's ex- 
ecutive committee that Israel's help 
is being sought in the national in- 
terest, but that Sri Lanka's support 
for Arab nations has not changed. 
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Sir Lanxa cut diplomatic relations 
with Israel 14 years ago, calling on it 
to withdray from occupied Arab 
land. But last month it announced 
the setting up of an Israeli interests 
section in Colombo under the au- 
spices of the U.S. Embassy in prepa- 
ration for anti-guerrilla training for 
the security forces from Israel. 


The request for Israeli help has 
drawn protests from opposition poli- 


tical parties and from Moslems who 
number more than one million of the 
Island's 15 million people. It has also 
displeased Arab countries. 

The government on Friday im- 
posed censorship on news reports 
about the protests, and about the 
Israeli presence. 


The Information Ministry told 
editors to submit “material relating 
to the Sri Lanka-Israel issue’ for 
approval before publication. *‘In the 
present circumstances, such approv- 
al is unlikely to be given,” it said. 


The restrictions were imposed as 
shops in the troubled northern and 
eastern provinces closed after a call 
by Tamil parties for non-violent de- 
monstrations against the Israeli pre- 
sence. 
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NEW ROBOTICS VISION CAPABILITY 





Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 31 May 84 p 7 


[Article by Yitzhak Oked] 


[Text ] 


TEL AVIV. - Israeli scientists are 
now developing artificial vision sys- 
tems for the use in industrial robots, 
Ya'acov Goldman, manager of 
Radat Systems Industry told news- 


men yesterday. 


He said that Israel's future in the 
field of robotics is not in the develop- 
ment of a complete industrial robot, 
but in specific systems for the robot, 


such as its vision. 


One company here is now de- 
veloping a vision system for a robot 
that will pick citrus fruit. This robot 
will eventually be able to select ripe 
fruit according to its colour, leaving 


the unripe fruit untouched. 


Radat Systems is now developing 
an artificial vision system for an 


automated cotton gin, that will en- 
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able the machine to check the quality 
of the cotton. Another system will 
check the quality of floor tiles. 

RSI has 25 workers and has been 
Operating for two years. It is the 
daughter company of Radat En- 
gineering and Electronics, which im- 
ports equipment in this field. 

Last year the firm had a turnover 
of over $1 million and exported more 
than $400,000. 

Avraham Kuris, deputy-manager 
of Radat Engineering and Electro- 
nics, said that the industrial robot 
population here is now less than 20 
and that Israel is lagging behind in 
this field. He said that the price of an 
industrial robot is between $50,000 
and $200,000 and that most indus- 
trialists are at present reluctant to 
invest such sums. 











FOREIGN SALE OF NAVAL SYSTEM 


Haifa INNOVATION in English No 103 Jun 84 p 4 


[Text ] 
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Haifa —A highly advanced computerized data 
processing and control system for naval applications 
has been sold by Elbit Ltd. to an unnamed 
European power. Observers believe that this is the 
first time such equipment has been exported by the 
Israel firm. Delivery and installation are to be 
completed within two yeas. 

Elbit, a member firm of the Elron group of 
companies, is known for its highly advanced 
computer based equipment for air— and seaborne 
military applications. Only recently the company 
announced an agreement with General Dynamics, 
according to which it will supply central control 
systems for the F—-16 combat plane. 

Specifications of the naval system now to be 
delivered have not been made public. However, it 
may be assumed that it will provide highly 
sophisticated communications, up—to—the—minute 
centralized information on the position and status 
of every ship — both friend and foe — in the area, as 
well as electronic intelligence and counter measure 
capabilities. 

According to Elbit executives, the present order 
is worth some $6m. It is part of the company’s 
ongoing expansion: 1983 sales amounted to some 
$110m., almost 30% more than in the preceding 
year. 
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PROPOSAL TO BRING MORE JEWS TO JERUSALEM 





ISRAEL 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 29 May 84 p 1 


[Article by Abraham Rabinovich] 


[Text ] 
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A proposal to sharply increase the 
Jewish population in the Jerusalem 
metropolitan area in the coming de- 
cades while curbing Arab growth 
was unveiled yesterday by Matity- 
ahu Drobles, co-chairman of the 
Settlement Department of the 
World Zionist Organization. 

Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kollek 
has long opposed large-scale de- 
velopment of the city’s periphery, 
maintaining that it comes at the 
expense of the city by siphoning off 
the strongest population elements. 

Drobles proposed concentrating 
efforts on the creation of low-density 
suburbs on government lands that 
would attract population from the 
coast plain seeking a higher quality 
of life while at the same time limiting 
the possibility of unrestricted Arab 
growth. He termed the current in- 
tensive Arab development around 
Jerusalem ‘‘a cancer.” 


The department’s metropolitan 
plan was presented at the first meet- 
ing of the Greater Jerusalem Coun- 
cil, an ad hoc group that has no 


Statutory role. 


Labour Knesset Member Tamar 
Eshel, who served on the municipal 
council for many years, objected to 
the proposal, saying the department 
had gone beyond its jurisdiction in 
formulating :t. She said the long- 
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accepted planning concept for Jeru- 
salem was of a compact city sur- 
rounded by open space and not the 
hub of suburban sprawl. 


Another speaker objected to the 
term ‘“‘cancer’’ for Arab growth. 
Drobies, in reply, said non-Jews 
have full rights to live in the metro- 
politan area but that it is the respon- 
sibility of Zionist organizations to 
see to it that the area’s predominant 
character is Jewish. 

The metropolitan area defined by 
the Settlement Department extends 
from Sha’ar Hagai in the west, Beit 
El (near Ramallah) in the north, 
Gush Etzion in the south and Kfar 
Adumim in the east - a radius of 
half-an-hour’s drive from Jerusalem. 


At present, the 330,000 Jews liv- 
ing in this area, including the city 
itself, constitute 52 per cent of the 
population. But while Jews make up 
70-72 per cent of the city’s popula- 


‘tion, they constitute only 11 per cent 


of the population in the area outside 
Jeursalem. Under the proposal, the 
latter percentage would be increased 
to 42-48 per cent by 2010. 

To accomplish this, the depart- 
ment proposes a highway that would 
link northern Jerusalem with the 
industrial area around Lod in 20 
minutes and the creation of a suit- 
able residential and industrial infras- 
tructure around Jerusalem. 

















FIVE NEW SETTLEMENTS APPROVED 
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Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 11 Jun 84 ppl, 8 


[Article by Joshua Brilliant] 


[Text ] 


TEL AVIV. — Five new settlements 
were approved yesterday, but earth- 
moving equipment began preparing 
the road to one of them in Samana 
sometime ago, a well-placed source 
told The Jerusalem Post yesterday. 

The source said that earthworks 
for a road to the envisaged settle- 
ment of Neria near Elkana began 
about four months ago. The land for 
the read was expropriated from its 
Arab owners, but workers were re- 
moving the olive trees in the road's 
path and giving them to the former 
owners, a government source who 
backs the promoters said. 

The decision to establish Neria 
was delayed because of a dispute 
over who owns the land. The Joint 
Ministerial-World Zionist Organiza- 
tion Settlement Committee decided 
on May 15 to establish Neria. But 
Justice Minister Moshe Nissim 
promptly appealed to the cabinet 
and the committee’s chairman, Sci- 
ence Minister Yuval Ne’eman, over 
the legality of the land acquisition 
They accepted the Attorney- 
General Yitzhak Zamir’s request to 
reconsider the issue. 

- A well-placed source told The 
Post at the time that the promoters 
said they wanted to establish Neria 
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over a 1 000-dunam area. However, 
the maps they presented showed a 
600-dunan area and the people who 
allegedly sold them the land owned 
no more than 300 dunams. Moreover, 
the sellers’ ownership of even those 
300 dunams has been legally con- 
tested. 

Yesterday, the source said, the 
promoters filed requests to register 
the land in their name, but objec- 
tions to the registration were also 
filed. The question has not yet been 
considered. - 

The matter came up at yesterday's 
meeting of the settlement commit- 
tee, which unanimously endorsed a 
compromise worked out by Ne’e- 
man and Nissim. It approved the 
settlement on condition the State 
Attorney's Office determines the 
promoters legally own 100 dunams 
there. 

A similar compromise was devised 
for the settlement of Ya‘arit, near 
Tzur Natan. According to one 
source, Ya’arit was to include a 
200-dunam area that had been own- 
ed jointly by two Arabs who had 
died. The two had many heirs, but 
entrepreneurs bought the land only 
from some of the heirs of one of the 
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original owners. 

Yesterday's decision was taken 
after a heated debate between Jus- 
tice Ministry representatives, Com- 
munications Mingter Mordechai 
Zipori and Avi Tzur, assistant to 
Deputy Agriculture Minister 
Michael Dekel.: 

Zipori reportedly based himself 
on the promoters’ claims that the 
deals had gone through. 

The atmosphere heated up when 
Tzur accused senior Justice Ministry 
representative Plia Albeck of lying 
and trying to stymie an agreement 
with fine legalistic points. But Nis- 
sim and Zamir quickly rallied to 
Albeck’s side. 

The committee also approved the 
settlement of Elishama near Hareth, 
northwest of Elkana. The 129 
dunams slated for the first stage of 
building that site have already been 
cleared by the Land Registry. They 
were bought by the Land Redemp- 
tion Fund established by the Council 
for Jewish Settlements in Judea and 
Samaria about two years ago. 

The committee also approved the 
establishment of two settlements in 
the Golan Heights - Daliot, north of 
Ramat Magshimim, and Ein Kanaf, 
south of Gamla. 











SALES, EXPORT TRENDS OF LEADING INDUSTRIES SURVEYED 
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[Article by Macabee Dean ] 


[Text ] 


TEL AVIV. - The country’s 100 
leading industrial enterprises saw 
their total sales fall sharply in 1983, 
but their exports grew considerably, 
according to David Bondi, general 
manager of Dun & Bradstreet 
(Israel), which yesterday published 
its annual listing of Israel's “Leading 
100 Industrial Enterprises.”’ Much of 
the information was gathered and 
collated by Carol Weinstock, the 
firm's director of marketing. 

Bondi noted that total sales fell by 
19.2 per cent in 1983, to stand at 
1$461,614 million. This is a growth in 
nominal terms of only 154 per cent, 
while the cost-of-living index rose 
last year by 190.7 per cent. Total 
sales of these same 100 companies in 
1982 also fell, but by only 10 per eent 
compared to 1981. 

As for exports, the increase was 9 
per cent, to $2.34 billion (compared 
to a one per cent drop in 1982). 
Exports constituted 35.6 per cent of 
the total sales of these companies in 
1983, compared to only 31.8 per cent 
in 1982. 

Bondi noted that “calculating loc- 
al production in shekels was in many 
ways unsatisfactory due to inflation.” 
Next year Dun & Bradstreet plans to 
give all its figures in dollars. 


The fastest-growing export branch 
was electric and electronic goods, 
whose exports grew by 24 per ceni to 
stand at $537m. Chemicals con- 
tinued to be the largest branch, tot- 
alling $777m., a 4 per cent growth 
over 1982. 


The first ten companies in sales last 
year were: | 

1. Israel Aircraft Industries, 
1S57,000m.; 2. Tadiran Electronics, 
1$28,665m.; 3. Tnuva Food, 
1S20,000m.; 4. Oil Refineries, 
1814,454m; 5. Dead Sea Works, 
1S14,41lm.; 6. Polgat (textiles), 
1S10,500m. (Polgat was in eighth 
place in 1982); 7. Soltam, 
1S10,309m. (Soltam was in tenth 
place in 1982 and in 16th place in 
1981); 8. Negev Phosphates, 
1S9,851m.; 9. Automotive Equip- 


ment, IS8,614m, and 10. Nesher 
Cement IS8,550m. (in seventh place 
in 1982). 

The ten leading exporters were: 

1. Israel Aircraft, $320m.; Dead 
Sea Works, $222m.; Tadiran, 
$197m.: Negev Phosphates, 
$126m.. Elscint. $96m.; Soltam, 
$91m.; Polgat, $81m.; Scitex, 
$70m.; Haifa Chemicals, $63m. and 
Makhteshim, $60m. 
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The ten leaders in sale< crawth 
were: 


Five Jewellers, with sales 
of 1S1,553m., an increase of 665 per 
cent; Tempo Beer, sales, IS3,375m., 
growth, 549 per cent; Naknik Nahar- 
iya, sales IS2,500m., growth, 421 per 
cent; The Pnze Growers (a food 
company), sales 1S1,350m., growth, 
320 per cent; Kulso (electronics), 
sales 1S$932m., growth, 328 per cent; 
Off Jerusalem (foods), sales, 
1S2,000m., growth 321 per cent; Tel- 
koor Electronics, IS1,260m., growth 
304 per cent; El-Op Electro-optics, 
sales 1S3,402m., growth, 298 per 
cent; Nilit (textiles), sales, 2,801m., 
growth 297 per cent and Laser Indus- 
tres, sales IS891m., growth 287 per 
cent. 

All percentages above are in 
nominal figures, and the 190.7 per 
cent rise in the index must be taken 
into account. 

In the above list four companies 
are not among the 100 largest com- 
panies, but in a supplementary list of 
the “runners-up” of an additional 85 
companies. Thus, The Prize Grow- 


ers Company is ranked in 108th 
place, Kulso in 141th, Telkoor in 
118th and Laser Industries, in 144th 
place. 

The largest bank is listed as 
Leumi, with total assets of 
IS2,309,300m., a growth of 211 per 
cent, followed by Hapoalim, with 
assets of IS2,100,653m, a growth of 
180 per cent. 

The largest mortgage bank is 
Tefahot, with assets of 
1S105,537,870m., a growth of 216 
per cent, followed by Leumi Mort- 
gage, with assets of IS73,155,864m.., 
a growth of 260 per cent. 

Among insurance companies 
Hassneh had a premium income of 
1S21,067m., a growth of 198 per 
cent, followed by Migdal, with a 
premium income of IS7,205m. and a 
growth of 188 per cent. 

The largest diamond exporter was 
Moshe Schnitzer Corp., with exports 
of $36m., a growth of 9 per cent. He 
was followed by I.D.T.C. Israel Di- 
amond Trading Corp., with exports 
of $34m. and a growth of 100 per 
cent. 
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DECREASE IN TRADE DEFICIT REPORTED 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 10 Jun 84 p 2 


[Article by Avi Temkin] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


An 11 per cent rise in exports and 
a 4 per cent drop in imports com- 
bined to lower Israel's trade deficit 
for the first five months of 1984 by 25 
per cent. compared with the same 
period last year. 

According to figures released by 
the Central Bureau of Statistics on 
Friday. the deficit totalled $1.078 
billion for January-May of this year, 
compared to $1.437 in 1983. 

Last month, imports exceeded ex- 
ports by some $347m., as compared 
to $382m. in May 1983. 

Exports totalled $2.262b. during 
the January-May period. $216m. 
more than in 1983. The improve- 
ment was led by a 15 per cent in- 
crease in export sales of industrial 
goods excluding diamonds, and a 4 
per cent increase in polished di- 
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amonds. Agricultural exports fell by 
I per cent. : 


Imports of goods totalled $3.337b. 
during the first five months of the 
year, as compared with $3.477b. in 
the same period of 1983. Last 
month, some $760m. worth of goods 
were imported. 

The reduced volume of imports 
reflects a large drop, 36 per cent. in 
the purchase of consumer durables 
from abroad, and a 12 per cent fall in 
the import of investment goods. 


The drop in imports of consumer 
durables included a 56 per cent fall in 
the purchase of new cars, although 
during May there was a 30 per cent 
increase in these imports as com- 
pared to the average monthly level 
for the January-April period. 
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NEW SECURITY PRISON BUILT NEAR NABLUS 


Jerusalen THE JERUSALEM POST in English 8 Jun 84 p 3 


{Text ] 


NABLUS (Itim). - A new central 
prison for Judea and Samaria abie to 
hold 1,000 security prisoners was 
ceremonially opened near here 
yesterday. Construction cost $6.5 
million. The prison has sophisticated 
equipment that makes it possible to 


reduce the number of warders and. 


gives immediate warning of an effort 
to break out. the press was told. 
Speaking at the ceremony, In- 
tenor Minister Yosef Burg said that 
society has an obligation to re- 
educate and help “the weak who 
have slipped and failed.” The prison 
population has grown by 15 per cent 
because of ‘the success of the police 
and the failure of society.”’ he said. 
The small prison near Tulkarm 
with 80 inmates will be closed soon 


and prisoners held in police lockups 
will also be transferred to the new 
prison. 


Liora Moriel Adds: 

About 500 secunty prisoners from 
the Beersheba prison will be moved 
to the new prison “‘in the next few 
weeks,” Prison Commissioner Dr. 
Mordechai Wertheimer told The 
Jerusalem Post. 


The area vacated in the Beersheba 
Prison will be renovated and become 
a separate jail, with its own chief 
warden, for detainees awaiting trial. 


“We cannot handle them today, 
because there is overcrowding in 
Beersheba, and the police lockup in 
town has to bear the brunt,”’ Werth- 
eimer said. The new facility will hold 
350 detainees. 


ISRAEL 


Because of the unexpected increase in the number of prisoners this year, 
the Prisons Service is asking for permission to expand the Naffha prison 
near Mitzpe Ramon in the Negev by 140 units, he said. 
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WORK ON NEW ELAT RAIL LINK TO BEGIN SOON 


ISRAEL 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 11 Jun 84 p 6 


[Article by Yitzhak Oked] 


[Text ] 
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TEL AVIV. - The Nahal Zin-Sdom- 
Eilat rail line will be started soon, 
perhaps in a matter of months, Israel 
Railways director-general Zvi Tsaf- 
riri said last week. The government's 
final go-ahead last month makes the 
project a certainty, he added. Today 
the rail line from the north and 
centre of the country extends only to 
the phosphate lines at Nahal Zin. 


Several firms are bidding for the 
construction contract. Front-runner 
is Cantrust, a consortium of Cana- 
dian companies headed by Canadian 
Pacific. But since this project was 
brought before the Jerusalem Eco- 
nomic Conference last month, inves- 
tors from other countries, including 
France, South Africa, Germany and 
the U.S., have shown interest. 


The contest to build the line will 
receive further momentum this week 
when Tsafriri plans to lecture on the 
project in Paris before an interna- 
tional congress of railway managers. 

Tsafriri said that the project will 
cost about $250 million for- one 
track, and an extra 60 per cent if two 
tracks are built. He believes that the 
line to Eilat will change the face of 
the Red Sea port and spur develop- 
ment of the entire Arava region. It 
will link up with the existing track 
from Tel Aviv to Beersheba and 
Nahal Zin. 

Eilat Mayor Rafi Hochman agrees 
with Tsafriri and has been campaign- 
ing for the line with government 
officials and Knesset members from 
all political parties. 
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Eilat port manager David Segal is 
also a strong advocate. The line, he 
says, will revive the port, which has 

one into the doldrums since the 
uez Canal was opened to Israeli 
shipping. Many exporters and im- 
porters will use the Port of Eilat 
again. 

Tsafriri said that according to in- 
dependent studies, it will be cheaper 
to transport South African coal from 
Eilat by rail than to take it through 
the canal. The same is true of certain 
other items, including containerized 
cargo. 


The extension to Sdom and Eilat 
will comprise three sections: From 
Zin eastward 17km. to a junction 
point; from the junction point north 
to Sdom - 29km.; and from: the 
unction point south to Eilat 156km. 

Ogether with secondary track, it 
will amount to a total of 225-230km. 

Israel Railways carried 5.7 million 
tons of freight in fiscal 1983, com- 
pared to 5.4 million tons in 1982, 
according to figure recently re- 
leased. The railroad carried 2.8 mil- 
lion passengers, the same number as 
the previous year. 

Income, however, showed a drop 
of 13 per cent in real terms, including 
a 20 per cent fall in passenger re- 
venue. The total intake was IS2.2 
billion in fiscal 1983, which ended 
last March 30. 

The railway’s deficit during the 
ast year grew by 16 per cent to 
$400.8m. despite the increase in 
freight and various efficiency mea- 
sures. 
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GOLAN ‘WATER WAR' DEVELOPMENTS DISCUSSED 
Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 28 May 84 p 3 
[Text } 


KATZRIN. - Mekorot, the national 
water company, announced yester- 
day that beginning today normal 
water supply would be disrupted to 
all Golan Heights settlements in pro- 
test against establishment of a local, 
independent water company by the 
settlements. 

. The settlers had set up indepen- 
dent reservoirs to exploit rainwater 
over the years without interference 
from Mekorot. However, the finan- 
cially strapped Mekorot has recently 
been pressuring the settlers to cease 
building new reservoirs and install- 
ing the necessary pipeline infrastruc- 
ture. 

But the settlers are reluctant to 
stop extending their network, since 
it provides them with water for 
irrigation more cheaply than Mekor- 
ot. 

Meir Golan of Golan Water, the 
settlers water collective, met with 
Mekorot on Friday and agreed to 
maintain the status quo and to stop 
building reservoirs until further dis- 
cussion. However, when Mekorot 
officials found out that construction 
continued at a reservoir site on Fri- 
day chat had been nearly completed 
before the construction-ban, it de- 
clared the disruption of service. 

Mekorot’s 4,000 workers are also 
considering a strike over the dispute, 
it was reported last night. 


CsO: 4400/263 


56 








ROAD IMPROVEMENT PLANNED 
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[Article by Yitzhak Oked] 


[Text ] 
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TEL AVIV - The Transport Minis- 
try is to spend about I1S600 million 
this fiscal year on road safety im- 
provements in the greater Tel Aviv 
area. The municipalities involved 
have pledged that they will add some 
1S400m. Highway Safety Adminis- 
tration head Moshe Amirav told 
reporters here yesterday. 


Amirav added that an additional 
IS2b. is to be spent this fiscal year on 
safety improvements for interurban 
roads. This will be carried out 
together with the Public Works De- 
partment. Top priority will be given 
to four out of the 13 ‘red-roads” 
which are the site of many accidents. 


The four roads are the Ashdod- 
Ashkelon, Kastina-Beersheba, 
Acre-Nahariya and Kiryat Shmona- 
Rosh Pina highways. Negotiations 
are going on to add a fifth road to this 
year’s plan - the Golani- Yagur road. 

Amirav said that part of the 
money is coming from three per cent 
of each car owner’s compulsory in- 
surance, aS mandated by law. Ihe 
insurance companies have refused to 
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contribute additional funds volun- 
tarily to road safety projects, he 


added. 


Inside the cities, special stress is 
being put this year on the Greater 
Te! Aviv area, where 80 per cent of 
urban traffic intersection accidents 
occur. Plans call for improvement of 
intersections, up from 30 last year. 

Part of the money will go to build a 
number of pedestrian bridges, and 
the HSA will also build bicycle paths 
in Yavne, Ashdod and the Jordan 
Valley. Road safety playgrounds to 
instruct pupils will be renovated in 
Ashdod Ramle, Yavne, Tel Aviv, 
Kiryat Malachi and Hadera. 

In several Jerusalem quarters, 
bumps will be placed on roads to 
prevent automobiles from driving 
faster than 25 - 30 kilometres per 
hour. If the experiment proves suc- 
cessful, it will be tried out in other 
parts of the country. Such bumps 
already exist in small towns and 


.kibbutzim, where they have led to a 


drop in the number of accidents. 
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INCREASED USE OF COAL YIELDS SAVINGS 


Haifa ISRAEL BUSINESS in English No 395 Jun 84 pp 5, 6 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


4400/266 


The Israel Electric Corporation will use 21% less 
heavy fuel oil in 1984/85, than it did in the twelve 
months that ended on March 31. This will be made 
possible by the company’s activation of a fourth 
large coal fired generating unit, at its Hadera station. 

Following that development, now scheduled for 
some time in June, coal will account for some 53% 
of all the fuel used by the company, compared with 
37% last year. Coal is a significantly cheaper source 
of energy than petroleum. 


In fact, producing most of its electric power 
from solid, rather than liquid fossil fuels will yield 
the national economy an outright foreign currency 
saving of some $150m. a year. The cost of 
generating one KWh of electricity is now being 
reduced by almost one fourth, from 8.3 to 6.3 
cents. 

After the successful completion of stage one in 
the shift from oil to coal, Israel may be expected to 
continue on this road. Work already has begun on a 
second coal fired power station, and various 
branches of industry — first of all, the production 
of cement — have begun steps towards this 
changeover. 

In addition to the economic motive, Israelis also 
consider it important to reduce their dependence on 
petroleum imports. Much of the world’s oil supply 
is controlled by this country’s enemies; coal, on the 
other hand, is a politically innocuous commodity 
available from many suppliers in all parts of the 
globe. 
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CRIME RATE INCREASE REPORTED 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 2 May 84 pl 


[Article by Robert Rosenberg] 


[Text ] 


Fourteen per cent more criminal 
files were opened throughout the 
country in the first four months of 
this year than in the corresponding 
period last year, according to statis- 
tics released this week by National 
Police headquarters. The steepest 
increase was in the central district, 
where crime grew 26.6 per cent over 
last year. 


Rape offences were up 18 per 
cent, but the police maintained a 65 
per cent apprehension rate. Be- 
tween January and April 1983 60 
rapes were reported nationwide. In 


‘the same period this year, 71 were 


reported. 

Home burglaries in the first third 
of 1984 went up by 17.3 per cent 
compared to January-April 1983, to 
total 12,636. 

The police say it takes the recov- 
ery of stolen items — usually as a 
result of another case - for any 
progress to made in such burglary 
inquiries. 


Police spokesmen yesterday again 
encouraged property owners to use 
police facilities to mark valuables 
with numbers for easy identification. 
They called on the public to insure 
all valuables. 

The spokesmen suggested that 


home burglaries might have in- 
creased because in recent months 
there has been an increase «n the 
amount of foreign currency kept at 
home. 

Robberies involving threats are up 
by 45 per cent, to 209 cases, com- 
pared with 144 cases in the first third 
of 1983. 

Police concentration on drugs and 
car theft has produced a 4.2 per cent 
drop in drug and drug-related cases, 
and a 1.3 per cent drop in car thefts 
in the period reviewed. 

In the first three months of 1984, 
85,777 criminal files were opened, 
compared to 75,256 in the same 
period in 1983. 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


NAHAL OUTPOST BECOMES SETTLEMENT--Beersheba (Itim)--Teneh, a West Bank Nahal 
stronghold in the Hebon Hills, yesterday became the civilian settlement of 
Ma'aleh Omarim in a dedication ceremony attended by Deputy Agriculture 


Minister Michael Dekel. [Text] [Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 
30 May 84 p 1] 


ARAB VILLAGE GETS WATER--Ras Ali (Itim)--This Arab village yesterday became 
the last in Galilee to be connected to the national water system. Until 
yesterday, the 500 villagers of Ras Ali had to bring their water by donkey 
from nearby Nahal Zipori. The final water link-up was made at a festive 
ceremony attended by the entire village and several public officials, 
including Binyamin Gur-Arye, the prime minister's adviser on Arab affairs. 
Motti Mashiah, adviser for Galilee Arab affairs, said yesterday the new 
water system was paid for jointly by the residents and the Arab Affairs 
Office. He added that similar plans are under way to connect Ras Ali, 
founded about 60 years ago, to the national electric grid. [Text] [Jerusa- 
lem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 30 May 84 p 3] 


CONFLICT OVER POLLUTION CONTROL--Haifa--The Electric Corporation announced 
yesterday that it will not be able to comply with the interior minister's 
order to reduce air pollution from its Haifa Bay power station. The order 
is supposed to take effect next month. The corporation's managing director 
Yitzhak Hofi has asked Minister Burg to rescind the order. Part of the 
order will require the corporation to burn fuel with a lower sulphur content 
than that used at present. But the Oil Refineries, which supplies the power 
station, has indicated that it cannot produce this fuel. Hofi said that 
unless the Energy Ministry allows the corporation to acquire fuel from 
abroad, the only way to avoid breaking the law would be to close the power 
station. [Text] [Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 28 May 84 p 3] 


TOP LEVEL POLICE CHANGES--After months of speculation on a major reshuffle 
in the police, Interior Minister Yosef Burg has approved a series of 
personnel changes at the top of the police command. They go into effect 

on Sunday, June 17. Commander David Krause will move from the disciplinary 
court to command the Tel Aviv District and Tel Aviv Commander Avraham 
Turgeman to the Southern District command. Southern District Commander 
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Yehoshua Caspi will go to the U.S. as the Israel Police Force representative. 
His predecessor in Washington, Deputy Commander Yigal Marcus, will become 
deputy commander in Tel Aviv. Quartermaster-General Rahamim Haddad will 
become commander of the Northern District, replacing Commander Yitzhak Aren 
who will take over from Krause in the disciplinary court. Deput~ Commander 
Yishayahu Lazerovitch, currently deputy commander of the Civil «ard, will 

go the quartermaster's slot. Tel Aviv deputy commander Shlomo Haroun will 
become head of the police officers' college. [Article by Robert Rosenberg] 
[Text] [Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 31 May 84 p 5] 
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KUWAIT 


REPORTAGE ON NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BUDGET DEBATE 

Budget Approved 
GFO11446 Kuwait AL-RA’Y AL-"AMM in Arabic 31 May 84 pp 5, 8 
[ "ABDALLAH AL-QAQ dispatch] 


[Excerpts] In its session which was held yesterday under the chairmanship of 
Speaker Muhammad Usuf al-'Abdallah al-Sabah, heir apparent and prime minister, 
the National Assembly approved the state budget for the year 1984-1985 after 
the members spend 5 hours in secret session discussing the budget of the aid 
to Syria, the PLO, and Jordan. The assembly turned down the Financial Com- 
mittee's recommendation to cut down the aid to Syria by 53 million dinars and 
decided to reinstate it and to allocate the sum of 47 million dinars in aid 

to Jordan, the PLO, and the citizens of the West Bank and Gaza who live under 
Israeli occupation. 


At the start of the session which began at 0930 yesterday, his highness, the 
heir apparent and prime minister stood up and said: As we have been accus- 
tomed to in this assembly, the government requests your honorable assembly to 
discuss the Defense Ministry's budget and the sums allocated to aid the Arab 
countries in private and secret session. 


The assembly granted this request and journalists and the audience left the 
hall. The discussion began and after the session, the speaker made the follow- 
ing statement: Now we resume the open session. Upon the government's request 
a secret session was held to discuss the Defense Ministry's budget and aid. 

The assembly agreed on the following: 


First: Not to reduce the sume of 53.08 million dinars from Item 3 "Conference 
Commitments" in Group 3 "Foreign Transfer Payments" in Chapter 5, and to rein- 
State the sum as submitted by the government in the draft budget. 


Second: To approve the Defense Ministry's budget as already endorsed by the 
Finance and Economy Committee. 


Third: The assembly endorsed the 21st report which is complementary to the 
16th report which is complementary to the 9th report of the Internal Affairs 
and Defense Committee with regard to the draft law that was submitted by the 








government on limiting the number of those who can be granted the Kuwaiti 


citizenship during the year 1984 in accordance with Article 4 and Items 3 and 


4 of Article 5 of the Kuwaiti citizenship law. The assembly decided to ap- 
prove the draft law as forwarded by the committee amending the figure from 
1,000 to 500 persons. Then the assembly started discussing subsidizing of 


foodstuff. 
Chapter 5 


Khalid al-Sultan: Everyone notices that Chapter 5 is the biggest among all 
chapters, "1,374 million dinars," therefore this should receive the utmost at- 
tention of your honerable assembly. 

Mr Speaker, Chapter 5 includes a budget for the Baghdad summit resolutions. 
This requires us to discuss our problems and the deteriorating Arab situation. 


Mr Speaker, the ambitions of Zionism and its plans at the present time, especi- 
ally in Lebanon, are as follows: 


First: To end the Palestinian presence in Lebanon. 
Second: To form sectarian states or cantons in Lebanon. 


Third: To enable the non-Muslims to gain control over the affiars of Syria 
and Lebanon, 


Mr Speaker, it is regrettable that all this has already been done and accom- 
plished. However, Mr Speaker, it would not have been strange if this were ac- 
complished by the Zionist entity's forces or by the NATO forces. But it was 
done by the forces of the Syrian regime. Thus appears the seriousness of being 
dragged down by those who claim to carry out patriotic action while in fact 
they are in full agreement with and inovlved in the palns of the Zionist en- 
tity. 


Mr Speaker, we conclude this statement by calling on whoever wishes to sincerely 
know the reason for the Syrian regime's conduct to study the faith of the sect 
that is controlling the government in order to know the reality of its hostil- 
ity to true Islam. 


Subsidizing Foodstuff 


Hizam al-Mi': I don't have much to say about the fifth item, and I thank the 
finance committee for its efforts. I wish to concentrate only on subsidizing 
foodstuff, and I demand that this should be reconsidered. I support the pro- 
posal submitted to you and that subsidized foodstuff is essential for those 
with limited income because after all this item does not exceed 5 million di- 
nars. 


5 Million Dinar 
The finance minister: We agree that those who submitted the proposal calling 


for not reducing the 5 million dinar subsidy and we shall vote in favor of 
this proposal. 
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Mubarak al-Dabbus: I support reinstating the subsidizing of essential food- 
stuff. But as for the bad and damaged food, I don’t support subsidizing 
such food. As the head of the committee said, 24 million dinars were spent 
out of the 40 million. He also said that there was food which was brought 
but not consumed. He also said that food in Saudi Arabia is cheaper than it 
is in Kuwait 


Budget Appropriations 
LD311249 Kuwait KUNA in English 1034 GMT 31 May 84 


[Text] Kuwait, 31 May (KUNA)--The National Assembly Wednesday approved a gen- 
eral budget of 3,578 billion KD after passing amendments on a number of expen- 
diture items recommended by the assembly's financial and economic committee. 
In a prolonged session which began with a discussion in camera of defence ap- 
propriations, the assembly approved the fiscal 1974-5 [as received] budget 
with a deficit of 704 million KD, up slightly on last year's 673 million KD 
shortfall. 


The five-chapter draft budget included appropriations of 724,149,000 KD for 
salaries, with 503,300,000 KD set aside for procurement and services. 


Transport and equipment accounted for 29,700,000 KD, while the fourth chapter 
budgeted 812,600,000 KD for construction and 150,000,000 for general expro- 
priations. 


Miscellaneous expenditure and transferable payments accounted for the remaining 
1,351,719,000 KD in the budget. 


The general budget envisaged 184-8 income of 3,237 million KD, of which 322,7 
was allotted to the future generation's reserve. Revenue shortfall will be 
covered from the state general reserve. 


Other expenditure items approved by the assembly include 30 million KD allo- 
cated to the Capital of Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development, the govern- 
ment's development aid agency. 


The overall budget was passed by a vote [?o0f] 34 to 11, with 2 deputies ab- 
staining. 


While the volume of defence appropriations was not revealed after closed-door 
disucssion of the issue, speaker Mohammed Yusuf al-‘Adsani later announced that 
military expenditure plans had been passed in full as recommended by the assem- 
bly's Financial and Economic Committee. 


Parliamentarians also stressed that individual items of expenditure included 
in allocations to various government departments and ministries had to be 
strictly adhered to in accordance with regulations governing spending by 
public bodies. 


The assembly also approved a plan by the Defence and Interior Committee regulat- 
ing the granting of Kuwaiti citizenship to resident expatriates, but reduced 
the number eligible to benefit from the plan from 1,000 to 500 persons. 
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The assembly will recess after the fourth round of its current legislative 
session Saturday when it is scheduled to discuss draft election-law amend- 
ments concerning citizens who reach voting age before next October. 


The assembiy will also discuss reports from the chairman of its various com- 


mittees, and will hear an address by H. H. the Crown Prince and Prime Minister 
Shaykh Sa'd al—"Abdallah before recessing. 
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KUWAIT 


INTERIOR MINISTRY OFFICIAL INTERVIEWED 
GF301546 Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 26 May 84 p 7 


[Report on interview with Kuwaiti Interior Ministry Under-Secretary Yusuf Badr 
al-Khurafi, by unidentified AL-QABAS correspondent, in Kuwait--date not given] 


[Excerpts] Major General Al-Khurafi began his talk with AL-QABAS by answering 
a question on the security situation in the country in light of the crimes 
which are committed every now and again. He said: The security situation in 
the country does not cause us any anxiety and it has taken its normal path 
now, especially after the country witnessed the recent events. He hoped that 
the state of stability and tranquility will continue with them. He added: 
considering the Arab and international situations, they are more comfortable 
and stable than the others; thanks be to God. 


The interior ministry undersecretary went on to say that the crime rate in 

a society such as ours is normal, and at the same time stressed that the 
security men stay up at night for the security of the country, its stability, 
and to provide peace of mind to every citizen. He said that the ministry 
organs were working continuously to uncover crime with the aid of all that is 
new and developed in this field, to adapt to the crime situation and the 
criminals. 


Interior Minister Under-Secretary Yusuf al-Kharafi dealt with the bombing case. 
Answering a question on this matter, he said that this case ended with the 
issuance of sentences. "However, this does not prevent us from following up 
and being continuously alert lest similar events should take place, heaven 
forbid!" he said. Mr Al-Khurafi said that two of the accused of this case 
have been arrested by the security organs after the issuance of the sentences. 
He added that the ministry has taken all necessary measures to face any emer- 
gency that may undermine security in the country and prevent a recurrence of 
what happened. 


On this subject, he said that entry into the country has been tightened and non 
grata and unemployed elements have been deported. He said that every month 
Kuwait deports approximately 200 people who do not hold residence permits, who 
are unemployed, or those who have been convicted and have served their terms. 
"All these elements will be deported as long as we feel that they threaten 
security and society. We are eager to provide security and peace of mind for 
whoever wants to stay in the country legitimately and earns his living with 
honor and a clear conscience," he said. 
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In reply to another question on residency, Major General Al-Khurafi said that 
after what happened in the country culminating in the bombings, we had to set 
conditions for residence and entry into the country. He said that Kuwait has 
annulled the entry procedure into the country permitting persons over age 21 
to join their families while maintaining the entry of those under 21 who want 
to join their families. The interior ministry under secretary stressed that 
there is no article in the law for permanent residency, that the maximum resi- 
dence period given to any resident is 5 years, that an official enjoys normal 
residence as long as he is an official with the government, and that Kuwait 
does not intend to give permanent residence permits. 


On the subject of the ministry's watch over the religious parties sponsored 
from abroad, the interior ministry under secretary replied to AL-QABAS's ques- 
tion by saying that the parties, on the whole, are illegal and they have not 
been established legitimately. He continued by saying that the ministry or- 
gans are closely watching these parties including the religious parties, of 
course. He revealed that the ministry has deported some elements which have 
ties with such parties and others, following the bombings and the subsequent 
trial. 


On the activities of the ministry organs concerned with controlling illegal 
drugs, Al-Khurafi said that the ministry is active in watching those who 
traffic in drugs and other things into the country and that smuggling such pro- 
hibited items has increased. However, the investigation organs and other 
security bodies are following up this activity among the addicts. He added 
that these organs are under continuous development with regard to the manner 
and means of finding the drugs and arresting the criminals dealing in then. 


Major General Al-Khurafi expressed his support for capital punishment and said 
that this is a matter that is sanctified by God when He says: "In the law of 
equality there is (saving of) life, to you o ye men of understanding." [Koranic 
verse] He added that capital punishment is for every criminal who fancies un- 
dermining the security of the country and the people; and that the crimes in 
the countries which have annulled capital punishment have increased. 


Maj Gen Yusuf Al-Khurafi talked about guarding the shores, during his inter- 
view, and said that the ministry has recently intensified patrolling and has 
provided the guards with 20 small and large boats so that they can carry out 
their required duties. He added that four checkpoint sea centers will be es- 
tablsihed in various locations and that every merchant ship which intends to 
enter the country will be bound to pass through one of these centers for check- 
ing and inspection prior to their entry into the country. 


He described GCC security cooperation as excellent and that coordiantion with 
the other GCC countries is established and currently in force. He said that 
through the GCC, Kuwait has channels available for exchanging criminals and 
their fingerprints and for exchanging all information within the GCC countries. 


On the subject of a plan to deal with any emergency that the country may be 


subjected to as a result of the continuation of the Iraqi-Iranian war, the 
interior ministry under secretary said that the ministry has a special committee 
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which has held several meetings and has put forward a thoroughly integrated 
plan which is readily executable in the event of any emergency that the coun- 
try may be subjected to, God forbid. He continued to say that this plan also 
covers patrolling, inspection, and all other necessary measures. 


In response to complaints by some citizens on the non-existence of police 
stations in their areas, Major General Al-Khurafi said that the plan for mak- 
ing police stations available in residential areas depends on the population 
density in every region and it is not necessary at all to open police stations 
in all the regions. But at the same time, they do not neglect providing con- 
tinual watch in these areas. 


On his view of the local press and its remedies for the incidents, the interior 
ministry under secretary said that some newspapers exaggerate events when they 
publish them and that they follow them daily without looking into the dimen- 
sions of the problem despite the fact that some issues require strict security 
measures while being investigated. 
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KUWAIT 


PAPER REPORTS ASSEMBLY DEBATE ON MOROCCO 
GF211647 Kuwait AR-RA'Y AL-'AMM in Arabic 20 May 84 pp 10-12 


[Report by Ahmad al-Basha on the debate in the Kuwaiti National Assembly on 
19 May] 


[Excerpts] Members of the National Assembly have criticized Morocco for host- 
ing the Jewish conference on its territory and said that this is a defiance of 
the feelings of the Arab nation and a step toward normalization of relations 
with the Zionist enemy and a prelude to a new Camp David agreement. 


The assembly then discussed the budgets on its agenda and approved the 1984-85 
budgets of the general establishment for applied teaching and training, the 
municipality of Kuwait, and the general establishment for agriculture and 
fisheries. 


The National Assembly approved the Personal Law Bill in its final form after 
completing the second debate of the bill. 


The speaker opened the session at 0930. The names of members who were absent 
with excuse and absentees were read out. The speaker announced that the ses- 
sion was devoted to the discussion of the reports of the Economic and Financial 
Affairs Committee and said that there is a proposal from the previous session 
to hold a debate on the convening of a Jewish conference in Morocco. The pro- 
posal was approved. Several members spoke and requested that there should be 
no debate on this matter and said that in view of the short time avaiable it 
would be sufficient to issue a statement. Other members stressed the impor- 
tance of the matter and the importance of debating it. 


Ahmad as-Sa'dun, the deputy speaker, said: I am not surprised to hear that 
discussion of this matter is oneupmanship. However, it is dangerous to remain 
silent on this matter. 


Thirty-six members of 43 members present agreed to hold a debate and the de- 
bate began. 


Ahmad as-Sa'dun: I think the brothers who put forth this motion because such 


a matter should not pass without comment when there is an institution that can 
voice its view on such a matter. 
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What King Hassan II did, did not come out of a vacuum. Everything that has 
happened in the Arab arena began with King Hassan and all the arrangements 

were completed in Morocco. Morocco's suspect role--both overtly and covertly-- 
is not surprising. We all remember what was said about the meetings that 

were held in Morocco. What is surprising is the choice of the date of the 
meeting [15 May] for it entails a defiance and participation in the Zionist 
enemy's celebrations. 


The heir apparent [and prime minister]: It is the right of the members of the 
assembly to discuss this matter and it is the right of a member to use any ex- 
pression he deems appropriate. However, we are accustomed in this assembly to 
using polite expressions and phrases. Article 88 of the assembly's bylaws 
States that inappropriate phrases must not be used. Is not accusing an Arab 
head of state of treason an infringement? 


Ahmad al-Sa'dun: What Hassan II has done is a defiance of Arab feelings and 
of Islamic and Arab conferences. There is another matter for which we can 
find no explanation: The Arab silence on this matter despite the fact that 
the conference was convened by the chairman of the so-called Jerusalem Com- 
mittee. 


There was an attempt to spread some rumors. Even the PLO chairman is silent. 
What we have heard from the PLO chairman is not useful. One asks, why this 
Arab silence? It is said that there are reasons for such silence. It is said 
that Hassan II knows a great deal about the contacts that took place between 
some Arab officials and the Zionists and is blackmailing Arab officials with 
such knowledge. It is said that he knows other things about some Arab offi- 
cials, things that cannot be said. 


Everyone has the right to have their say on this matter. This assembly does 
not need to issue a statement. I believe that the government and the assembly 
must have a stand. 


We have not heard that the Arab Parliamentary Union has taken a stand--this is 
because the regimes do not want it to do so. 


We in Kuwait must have a stand. We must not follow any Arab trend that pursues 
the line of As-Sadat and Hassan II. We must have a stand even though it is 
merely to express reservations. We do not need to issue a statement on this 
matter; what we need is to have an official and popular stand. 


Khalaf al-‘anzi: A point of order regarding Article 83 [as printed]: There 
must be no attacks on heads of state. We do not want to be advocates for or 
guides to the Arab world. Our oil tankers were attacked and the Arabs re- 
mained silent. 


Jasim as-Saqr: It is both hurtful and embarrasing to be compelled to talk 
about something that is critical and sensitive--and for me hatetul, because it 
is related to an Arab regime and an Arab head of state. I agree with the heir 
apparent that it is customary to avoid impinging on heads of state. However, 
it is necessary to do so, for "no creature can be obeyed in disobeying the 
creator." 








This latest development has taken place in an age of weakness and humiliation 
and loss of values, faith, and homelands. Iran is bullying; the Zionists 

have exploited the opportunity and attacked the Palestinians in ‘ayn al-Hulwah 
refugee camp; and then we had this stand from a fraternal country that we love 
and respect--Morocco. Morocco's ruling family has a glorious history of patri- 
otism, and this is where the blame is. It is a family that descends from the 
Prophet's family. King Mohammad V [King Hassan's father] has had an undeniable 
role. This is the irony that causes pain and sadness. How do we allow the 
sanctioning of an Arab head of state? We know that we are capable of entering 
into a decisive conflict with Israel. We have said that the conflict is one 

of generations and we are aware of the circumstances. But the unforgivable 

Sin is that he permitted the convening of a Jewish conference--whatever the 
excuse. The conference was convened and attended by well-known Zionist offi- 
cials. I agree with Brother as-Sa'dun that the assembly must react to events 
in the Arab homeland. In order to be fair the government is in a delicate 
position. We appreciate this and we do not want to embarass it. However, the 
representatives of the people are committed to follow the line while the 
government is not asked to do so. I have been following my line since the 
1930's. This is our national line and we will not deviate from it, God willing. 


Khalifah al-Jari: What is regrettable is that events are lLinked--as though 
they have been timed to occur simultaneously. I believe that what Hassan did 
is not a product of the hour. He must have got the green light from Arab of- 
ficials during the Fes conference. He is not so ignorant as to do what he did 
unilaterally. There must have been preparations. However, traitors do exist, 
and their silence is proof of this. The calamity is great--heads of state who 
outwardly claim to be patriotic make agreements in secret. It is a plot. 
Another leader will come out and adopt another issue. Thus treason is rampant 
among Arab leaders. The Zionists are doing what they please in ‘ayn al-Hulwah 
and the oil tankers are being hit while no one is lifting a finger. 


Khalid Jumay’an: We as Arabs uphold dignity and spurn humiliation. Hence we 
rose as members of parliament to protest the current events in the Arab world. 
We take pride in Kuwait and in the fact that it is the forum of freedom in the 
Arab world. All the Arabs will take pride in our words here when they hear 
them. Two or more months ago the Arabs were encouraged by the popular Lebanese 
stand that brought about the abrogation of the agreement with Israel. Regret- 
tably, we were dealt a heavy blow when the Jewish conference was convened in 
Morocco. It was first said that it was not a political conference. However, 
the conference acquired a greater dimension. It transpired from [former Israeli 
Labor and Social Affairs Minister] Abu-Hatzera's statements that the conference 
was intended as a step toward normalization of relations [with Israel] and in- 
deed to humiliate the Arabs. The trend on the Arab arena and in the PLO is a 
capitalatory trend. Yasir ‘arafat makes statements that are discouraging to 
the Palestinian people. However, the situation is contrary to what it is made 
to be: It has been shown that Israel cannot stand fast. The United States 
withdrew from Lebanon as a result of the Lebanese people's struggle. 


Faysal ad-Duwaysh: The deteriorating situation in the Arab world is clear to 
everyone, particularly when the choice of resorting to arms was forfeited. 
The whole problem lies in the Arab world's politicians with whom the Arabs 
have been afflicted. When one ignores the strategy of one‘s adversary one 
appears to be in disarray--and this is the state we have been in since Israel 
invaded Lebanon. 71 











The speaker: Let the proposal be read: 


The secretary general reads a proposal to close the debate and issue a state- 
ment of condemnation proposed by the following members: Al-Qudaybi, Al-Hijrif, 
Muhammad Habib, and Mutlaq al-Mas'ud. 


The minister of justice: Why have a statement, since the brother members have 
said all what they have to say. 


A vote was held only on the proposal to close the debate. 


"Abd al-Karim al-Juhaydli: We have become accustomed to speaking and crying. 
Then let us speak. A few days ago there was a massacre [presumably in ‘ayn 
al Hulwah] and no one spoke. Hassan met with Abu-Hatzero--but Abu Hatzera and 


others have met many others in the past. 


Yasir ‘arafat is the hero who is truly struggling, yet the Arabs have treated 
him worse than Israel has treated him. 


The threat does not come from the conference of Hassan II which brought to- 
gether 10 Jews, the threat is from here. We are the ones to blame. 


Mashari al-‘anqari: There is talk that the situation in the Gulf is bad and 
difficult and we must not offend others so that we can get help if we face 
difficulties. This is a mistaken view because he who permits the convening of 
a Zionist conference in his country will not pay any attention to any other 
Arab country. We must speak the truth. 


Muhammad ar-Rashid: God has said: "You are the best nation brought forth to 
men, biding to virtue and forbidding vie." [Koranic verse] The question is 
about the heir apparent's objection. I wonder, if I had declared from this 
platform that King Hassan II is one of the Arab nation's most honorable men, 
would the heir apparent have been satisfied? We judge Hassan or any citizen 
or individual according to his actions. Would King Hassan have dared to act 
without prior permission? 


Khalid as-Sultan: We regret that we are compelled today to open the file of 
yet another Arab regime and we have not yet closed the rile of a previous 
regime. The Arab nation has been afflicted by its own kith and kin more than 
by the enemy and by strangers. We are appalled by the convening of the Zionist 
conference in Arab Morocco, a conference in which members of the Zionist 
Knesset and Zionist ministers as well as members of the World Zionist Organi- 
zation are taking part. The king of Morocco who gives himself a Muslim name 
while Islam has nothing to do with his actions has invited them and extended 
to them every facility to enable them to convene the conference. 





How can you allow the convening of such a conference in a Muslim and Arab 
country while you chair a committee for regaining Jerusalem? Of course, this 
is not surprising to us. Coordination between the Mossad and the Moroccan 
intelligence service is not unknown to the Arab people. The meetings that 
were held on Moroccan territory between some members of the Zionist government 
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and some Arab officials are not unknown--including the meetings that paved the 
way for the Camp David Accord between the Zionist entity and the As-Sadat 
administration. There is much more. We must know some of the actions of the 
Moroccan court so that Arabs and Muslims will be aware of the facts. The 
Moroccan Royal Court, Mr Speaker, has been for many years working toward con- 
centrating the country’s wealth and economy in the hands of Moroccan Jews, 
thus strengthening the Jews and making them the economic and institutional en- 
tourage of the Moroccan Royal Court. All this, Mr President, has been accom- 
panied by the persecution, imprisonment, and torture of Islamic elements. 
Mosques have been seized and [their officials] persecuted. At the same time 
the Moroccan Royal Court, in the name of democracy, allows Morocco to be a 
venue for a meeting of the World Zionist Organization. 


The speaker: Does the assembly want to close the debate? 


A vote was taken and the speaker's proposal was approved by 27 votes out of 
39. 


The heir apparent: I would like to say that there is a good custom which the 
esteemed assembly has observed: In accordance with Article 88 of the assem- 
bly's bylaws I ask the esteemed assembly to cross out all the phrases that 
impinge on persons. The heir apparent's proposal was approved. 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


DEPUTIES ATTACK GOVERNMENT CORRUPTION--Kuwait National Assembly deputies yes- 
terday attacked the misuse of public funds and said that a lack of government 
supervision led to bribery and corruption. They singled out the minister of 
social affairs and labour as an example. They also said that some senior of- 
ficials often blocked official documents and mistreated citizens. The govern- 
ment rejected these allegations and challenged the deputies to produce proof. 
During the resumed debate on the state budget the assembly approved provisions 
for expanding the National Guard in view of the need to protect vital instal- 
lations and ensure the security of the country. The assembly ratified four 
sections of the budget: KD725 million for wages, KD503,300,000 for services 
and subsidies, KD29.7 million for transport and equipment, and KD962.6 million 
for construction projects and the appropriation of poverty. The assembly will 
hold a secret session today to discuss the defence budget and allocations for 
transport to Arab causes. A report from the Defence and Interior Committee 

on the government draft law on the number of people to be given Kuwaiti na- 
tionality will also be considered during the secret session. [By Nabeel 
Suwaidan] [Excerpts] [GF311119 Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English 30 May 84 p 1] 
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F FORCES DETERMINED TO MAINTAIN OFFICE IN JERUSALEM 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1437, 18 May 84 pp 67-68 


[Article: "First Report on Lebanese Forces' Office in Jerusalem; Office 
Director Wants to Raise Relationship With Israel to Relationship Binding 
One People With Another"] 


[Text] Amman, Occupied Territories--Before assuming his ministerial respons- 
ibilities, Prime Minister Rashid Karami made a decision and tied his continued 
presence in the government tc the implementation of this decision. 


Prime Minister Rashid Karami's decision consists of two parts: The first is 
closure of the Israeli Information Office in Dubayvyah and considering all 
Lebanese territories areas prohibited to any Israeli visitor and the second 
is closure of the Lebanese Forces’ Office in Jerusalem and considering those 
responsible for opening it collaborators with the enemy who must be subjected 
to Lebanese law. 


Prime Minister Karami is aware of the difficulties of implementing this deci- 
Sion but says in his private sessions that it is a normal thing and a step 
that must be undertaken if we want to restore law and national unity to Leba- 
non because how can we accept the presence of Israel's "ambassador" in the 
middle of Lebanon when we have been fighting, before and after abolition of 
the 1/7 May accord, to regain the usurped land in Palestine? 


Some people sympathetic to the Israeli presence in Dubayyah and the Lebanese 
presence in Jerusalem try to underline the obstacles that impede closing the 


two OIrices. 


that the Lebanese Forces’ Office in Jerusalem 
us, that it has been dressed in a popular robe, 
ording to the viewpoint of office director Pierre, and that there is the 
aeli robe which protects it make the decision to close it a mere unrealiz- 
able wish. 


These people say that the fact 
does not have an official stat 
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Many view the Lebanese Forces’ Office in Jerusalem with questions regarding 
the long-range objectives of this presence. 


olationship between the occupation and 
he quality of popular normalization which 
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an consider, with the presence of the constant expansion, the early 
gs of the official normalization of which it dreams. 


The issue of the Phalangist office in Jerusalem surpasses, from this angle, 
the scope of the Lebanese concern to reach the level of Arab concern and Arab 
League concern. 


Arab circles believe that the mere presence of a Lebanese office, even if it 
is only a partisan office, in the city of Jerusalem means continued Israeli 
ability to penetrate the unity of Arab hostility at a time when Israel contin- 
ues to implement the policy of expansion, Judaization and destruction of Arab 
land and sanctities in the heart of Arab territories and in Arab Jerusalem. 


Light has had to be shed on the situation and objectives of the Lebanese 
! 


Forces Office in Jerusalem through this report by AL-HAWADITH from the oc- 
cupied city: 


One of the secrets that is no secret in Israel is that the Lebanese Forces-- 
the military wing of the Phalange Party--have opened an office at the Hilton 
Hotel in Jerusalem. But anybody who calls up the hotel and asks the telephone 
operator to connect him with the Phalange Office is surprised to hear the 
answer: "We have no such office." When you insist and assert that the office 
exists, the employee tells you: "We have no office for the Phalange but we do 
have permanent guests from the Phalange." When you ask him about the reason 


for this verbal precision and about what he has to do with the subject, he 


! 


says: They are the instructions, sir." 


More than 3 months ago, Pierre Yazbak, the Lebanese Forces' representative in 
[srael, opened a temporary office in one of the Hilton suites until moving to 

1 permanent office. The Hilton Hotel is one of the biggest hotels in Jerusalem 
and this may be one of the reasons it, not others, has been chosen. But it is 
sertain that the main reason behind the selection of this hotel is its loca- 
tion, considering that it is just dozens of meters away from the Knesset, from 
the Israeli Government headquarters and from a number of ministries. 


Before opening the temporary office in Jerusalem, Pierre Yazbak had visited 
Israel several times and met with prominent Israeli officials to complete the 
preparations for opening the permanent office of the Lebanese Forces. The two 

agreed on opening a temporary office at the Hilton until it is moved 
ianently to the Megiddo building, which is also located close to the Knesset 
and to the headquarters of the Israeli Government. 


Pierre Yazbak, who is in his early forties, seems confident of himself and has 
said that "The Lebanese Forces made the decision to open their office in Jeru- 
salem prior to abolition of the 17 May accord. The objective of opening the 
ffice is to raise the curtain on the relations between Israel and the Chris- 
ians in Lebanon and to raise these relations to a new level. So far, the 
relationship has been at the governmental level and we want it to be the re- 
lationship of one people with another. This kind of relationships cannot be 
ept secret and this is why we decided to open the office. The Israelis know 











the Lebanese only through the war. The suffering which accompanied the war 
is what has crystallized Israeli public opinion vis-a-vis the Lebanese. We 
want to transform this reltionship into something permanent and into a con- 
tinuous dialogue." 


Yazbak acknowledges that the pressures to which the Lebanese government, and 
particularly President Amin al-Jumayvil, was exposed on the eve of abolition 
of the 17 May accord were one of the reasons which motivated the Lebanese 
Forces and their commander, Fadi Afram, to speed up the opening of this of- 
fice. Yazbak has said, "The decision to open the office is a Christian deci- 
sion whose objective is to safeguard the independence of Christian decision- 
making. This decision can be considered a part of the Lebanese Forces' 
opposition to the decisions of the State of Lebanon and to the course adopted 
by President Amin al-Jumayyil. When President al-Jumayyil decided to follow 
the path of Damascus, we decided to follow the path of Tel Aviv." 


Yazbak added, "This office represents the Lebanese Forces and Christian eco- 
nomic and social institutions. It also represents independent currents, in 
addition to the National Council and the heads of economic, labor union and 
industrial activities. Consequently, the office represents the broader 
Christian base."" This implies that President al-Jumayyil represents the 
Christian minority. 


[Yazbak further added:] "I represent the Christians. This is true. But I 
am for harmony among the minorities in the area, meaning the Christians, the 
Jews and the Druze. We need harmony with Israel, exactly as Israel needs 
harmony with us. We need Israel in the short run and it needs us in the long 
run." 


Yazbak knows what he wants from Israel but does not know exactly what he can 
offer. He proposes the establishment of a strong Christian-Druze area in the 
face of the Iranian tide coming through Damascus, then al-Biqa' and then 
Israel. He urges Israel to use its influence with the leadership of the Druze 
sect to open a dialogue between the Druze and the Christians. 


[Question] What about the Shi'ites? 


[Answer] The Shi-ites will unite with the Sunna in the future to return to 
South Lebanon. 


Yazbak has rejected firmly to reveai, even very partially, anything about the 
meetings he hoids with Israeli officials to achieve the objective for which 
he has come to Israel. But he has said with a self-confident tone that he 
holds contacts with government and non-government officials, with representa- 
tives of the opposition and even with notables of the Druze sect in Israel. 
"All the doors are open tc me." 


Yazbak has added: "My activity here is not confined to the political level 
but includes the cultural, social and academic levels so as to bolster the 
understanding between Christian and Israeli societies. These activities also 
include the exchange of college scholarships, showing Lebanese films in !sra- 
el, and opening a Lebanese library in Jerusalem, in addition to trade exchange. 
A cultural attache and a commercial attache will be appointed to the Lebanese 
Forces’ Office in Jerusalem in the near future." 


77 














[Question] What if President al-Jumayyil and the Lebanese government demand 
closure of the office? 


[Answer] There is no relationship whatsoever between us and President al- 
Jumayyil and we will reject such a request! 


On the other hand, Yazbak does not believe in the return of unity to Lebanon. 
Rather, to put it more precisely, he does not want such unity. The only solu- 
tion Yazbak understands is the federalism of sectarian cantons. When we told 
him that this is what Israel wants, as reflected in the repeated statements by 
David Kimche, the general director of the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
about ‘coexistence between the various Lebanese sects," Yazbak said: "It 
[coexistence] is the dream whose time has passed. It is a dream that died 
some time ago. We are Only compelled to live next to each other and to make a 
choice between dialogue and war." 


[Question] What about Lausanne [conference]? 


[Answer] We reject the return of Syrian influence to Lebanon. This is why we 
don't acknowledge, and even oppose, the Lausanne conference. We see in it a 
futile attempt that leads to no results but rather takes Lebanon back to 1943. 
We call on Israel to bring the disputing parties in Lebanon to the negotiating 
table so that it may act as the judge among us because it enjoys great credi- 
bility among both the Druze and the Christians. 


[Question] What is your opinion of Rashid Karami's formation of the Lebaiiese 
government? 


[Answer] Nobody in Lebanon will forget that Rashid Karami was the one who 
paralyzed the effectiveness of the army in 1975-76 and decided to maintain the 
cabinet crisis at the time. Since then, Karami has been tied by good rela- 
tions to Syria, which has decided to reward him and appoint him head of the 
Lebanese cabinet. He is marching to the Syrian pitfall which is a serious 
pitfall and which means sundown for all of Lebanon. Appointing Karami to the 
premiership means increased pressure on the Lebanese Forces to sever their 
relations with Israel. But this is not included in our calculations. We have 
not started this mission to bring it to a halt and we will not bring it toa 
halt, not even if the Lebanese government asks us to do so. We are the Leban- 
ese Opposition now and we appeal to the Israeli government not to sever rela- 
tions with us. We are confident that our office will contribute to normaliz- 
ing social and economic relations with Israel. Eight new employees will join 
the office. 


Yazbak believes that Syria will ask the Phalange in the next few weeks to 
sever relations with Israel--relations started in 1975 and terminated, only 
outwardly, by Bashir al-Jumayyil in 1981 at the request of Syria. Yazbak 
fears that the Syrian request will be firmer this time and that Syria will not 
turn a blind eye to this relationship. 


The only problem facing Pierre Yazbak in Israel is the problem of the exor- 
bitantly high prices. He has asked that he be permitted to transport the 

furniture for the new office and all the office fixtures from Lebanon aboard 
a private boat. 
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LEBANON 


APPOINTMENTS TO COUNCIL FOR FOREIGN ECONOMIC RELATTONS CRITICIZED 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1437, 18 May 84 p 53 
(Article: "Subordinate Before Superior" ] 


[Text] Sami Marun, the chairman of the Lebanese National Council for Foreign 
Economic Relations, has recently appointed two new female employees: the 
first an assistant to the director of the council office in Cairo and the 
second an assistant to the director of the council office in Brussels. 


Regardless of the political statements being made about these appointments, 
the appointments have aroused administrative observations, especially since 
the preceding appointments made on the 5th of last June reflected an unhealthy 
administrative phenomenon, namely the phenomenon of "inverse" appointment-- 
i.e. filling the lower positions before the higher positions. 


Even though nearly 16 months have passed since creation of the National 
Council for Foreign Economic Relations, this council is still without a full- 
time general director to manage the council's affairs, even by the degree of 
the powers given this director. The position of general director is still 
vacant and is filled by some employees who continue to be present in the 
council without any official capacity. 


Even though 9 months have passed since approval of the council provisions, 
only one of the four directors provided for by the provisions has been 
appointed. 


If we move to the heads of departments, we find that most of their positions 
are still vacant, even though this group is considered practically the middle- 
level leadership that takes charge of the fundamental executive tasks. 


On the other hand, it is evident that the appointment decisions made so far 
deal with the positions of some branch heads and lower positions, in addition 
to advisers. 


What is the practical result of this administrative situation and of this 
method of appointment? First, there is no doubt that administrative princi- 
ples call for appointment of the top of the pyramid and then moving down grad- 
ually to the lower positions. How can the assistant to the Cairo office 
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director be appointed before the director is chosen? How can the head of such 
and such a section be appointed before appointment of the head of the depart- 
ment concerned who will be the boss of the head of the section concerned? It 
is true that the immediate superior has no power insofar as the appointment 
[of immediate subordinates] is concerned. However, it is necessary to seek 
his opinion, if only out of consultation. 


Second, appointments wade in this manner lead to creating a situation very 
similar to that of troops without officers commanding them. Those appointed 
to the National Council so far are, practically, soldiers without officers or 
individuals distributed here and there without a bond coordinating among then. 


Third, fulfilling the provisions in this manner gives the impression that the 
position is found for the right person and not the right person found for the 
position established. In other words, it seems that the appointment begins as 
of the moment the individual whose employment is sought is found. 


Fourth, it is true that the council's provisions are broad and can be filled 
only gradually and according to the development of activities and burdens. 
However, the appointments that are made fail to take into consideration the 
priority of the requirements needed and of the existing requirements of work. 


Fifth, the persistent filling of vacant positions from bottom to top may lead 
to pile ups with a qualified individual being appointed before the proper work 
framework is found for him. All appointees are now tied to the council chair- 
man, without the presence of the minimal degree of administrative channels 
required. 


There is no doubt that the delay in appointing the council's general director 
is due to political reasons and considerations which emerged in a special man- 
ner as of last February. However, this does not preclude at least assigning 
one of the council employees as acting general director to carry out the gen- 
eral director's tasks. Moreover, this does not justify the unsound adminis- 
trative method being followed currently. 


Numerous and various tasks have been entrusted to the National Council for 
Foreign Economic Relations, some pertaining to tourism, others to foreign 
trade and yet others to developing the exports. Under the canopy of the cur- 
rent circumstances, the more important should be given priority over the im- 
portant. Consequently, the important positions determined to be of priority 
must be filled. 
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LEBANON 


NEW MINISTER OF ECONOMY, TRADE FACE TO FACE WITH UNIONS, PROBLEMS 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 377, 12 May 84 pp 61-62 
[Article: "A Minister Out of His Element"] 


[Text] The new Lebanese government includes a minister from outside the poli- 
tical realm. Victor Qasir, president of the Beirut Merchants Association, brings 
the Ministry of Economy and Trade together with that of Industry and Oil, like 

a person who combines water and fire. 


The new Lebanese government, formed the evening of 1 May, includes more than 
one surprise. In fact, it could be called the surprise government, in its 
Structure and portfolios and its distance from the usual political dimensions of 
the government. The greatest surprise was offerino the portfolio of economy 
and trade and that of oil and industry to Victor Qasir, president of the Beirut 
Merchants Association. This step surprised the minister himself as much as it 
did his friends and acquaintances who follow Lebanese politics. This raises 
the question: "What is surprising about making the president of the Beirut 
Merchants Association a minister?" He is not the first economist to be in the 
successive governments. Before him were George Afram, Mustafa Darnigah, Shaykh 
Pierre al-Khuri and others. He is not the first head of a guild or economic 
association to enter the government. Before him were Pierre Iddih, who was 
minister of finance and head of the Lebanese Banking Association, and recently 
‘Isam Khuri, who was the head of the Legal Society, and Minister Baha'~-al-Din 
al-Bisat, head of the Engineering Society. Then what iS so Surprising about 
naming Qasir minister, and what observations are prompted by this step? 


There is no doubt that making Qasir a minister prompts the following observa- 
tions: 


l. Victor Qasir is the only non-politician in the 10-man government formed by 
Prime Minister Rashid Karami. The other nine ministers are career politicians; 
in fact, some of them have been pillars of Lebanese politics since independence, 
from Prime Minister Karami himself, [former] President Camille Sham'un, [former 
Chamber of Premiers] President 'Adil 'Usayran and Shaykh Pierre al-Jumayyil to 
Nabih Birri, Walid Junblatt, Dr Salim al-Huss, Joseph Sakaf and Dr ‘Abdallah al- 
Rasi. The new government includes Prime Minister Karami, who is forming a 
government for the 10th time, a former president, a former president of the 
Chamber of Deputies, and a former prime minister, and four party leaders. A 
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political character predominates among all members of the government except 
Victor Qasir, who almost seems a stranger to this group, since he is not a 
politician and knows no more about politics than he learned as president of the 
Beirut Merchants Association. He is in fact a professional who immersed him- 
self in economic activity and was chosento head the association in 1972. There- 
fore, one's first observation is that Qasir is probably the only fish out of water 
in the new cabinet. 


2. The prime minister made clear that the current government is not a matter of 
portfolios, but is tantamount to an emergency or rescue organization facing a 
political, security and mediatory task as if it were a continuation of the 
national dialogue conference in Lausanne as to substance and personalities. 
There is no doubt that the circumstances under which this government was formed 
Suggest an absolute priority for political and security matters beginning with a 
cease-fire and opening transit points like the airport and seaport, and con- 
Cluding by liberating the south and settling the issue of the army. Minister 
Qasir will be the only minister not concerned with these subjects as a party to 
them, but is undoubtedly concerned as an economist sensitive tothe specter of 
instability which is suffocating the deteriorating economy. 


3. From the economic aspect, Qasir's appointment prompts the following obser- 
vation: For the first time since the Ministries of Economy and Industry were 
Separated in 1970, these two ministries will be headed by one minister. Giving 
these two portfolios to one minister is like holding fire and water in one hand, 
Since the conflict between merchants and manufacturers in Lebanon is one of long 
Standing. However, if the true, precise meaning of this conflict is examined, 

it turns out to be more akin to inherited professional factionalism and will 
remain a conflict reflecting incompatibility and conflicting interests between 
merchants and manufacturers, even though some merchants are manufacturers and a 
Significant number of manufacturers are also merchants. How can Minister Qasir, 
who is president of the Beirut Merchants Association, bring the two sides together 
when at the present time they are submitting contradictory demands? Even though 
Minister Qasir is objective and impartial, it would seem very difficult to recon- 
Cile the two, especially since the new minister has had firm convictions for 

years that he will not change. The most noteworthy areas of conflict between 
manufacturers and merchants are probably: 


Protectionism: Manufacturers are demanding a high degree of protection on all 
imported goods to help national industry, which is suffering from the effects 

and ruinous results of recent events and from high interest rates and excessive 
competition. They are going so far in their demands as to seek to ban impor- 
tation of goods that are also manufactured locally for a period of at least 6 
months to enable industry to recover. In contrast, the minister of industry 

and oil and president of the Merchants Association is clearly against the prin- 
ciple of protection. He believes that protectionism does not create strong in- 
industry but creates weak industry dependant on the outside for its factors of 
success. Minister Qasir also totally rejects the banning of imports; in fact, 

he is demanding a decrease in customs fees on many goods, particularly those that 
previously formed the ba.e of three-way trade in Lebanon. Nothing is more 
indicative of Qasir's positions on increasing customs fees that the famous mer- 
chants' strike of 1972, led by Qasir himself, against Statute No 1943, which was 
drawn up by former Finance Minister Dr Llyas Saba and contained minimal increases 
on a number of nonessential consumer goods. 
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Government purchases: Manufacturers are now demanding, in order to support 
industry, that government purchases be limited to domestic production. Some- 
thing which they made known recently through their demand that security forces' 
uniforms be made locally. The president of the Merchants Association opposed 
the idea and agreed to award the contract to the best manufacturer, since such 
a restriction could lead to a monopoly and hurt the state treasury. Can 
Minister Victor Qasir bring merchants and industry together, or will current 
circumstances, with their priorities, edge out such matters, putting the 
economic issue off until further notice? 


Having the president of the Beirut Merchants Association as head of the 

Ministry of Economy and Trade may put him face to face with the labor unions, 
which have been making demands for some time which conflict with the new minister's 
position. The unions demand that the practice of limiting trade representation 
to dealerships be eliminated, while the president of the Merchants Association 
disagrees, considering it interference in a free economy. The unions demand 
that subsidies on goods be retaired and increased, while the ministry of economy 
and trade calls for the elimination of such subsidies. Last but not least, the 
unions demand that price setting continue and they talk about monopolies and 

the like. It is true that the minister does not decide these issues by him- 
self--they are part of government policy--but to what extent can Minister Qasir 
reconcile his professional convictions and his ministerial duties since he is 
known for his honesty, candor and loyalty to his sector? 


In light of these observations, will Minister Qasir do as Minister Pierre Iddih 
did? When Pierre Iddih was named minister of finance in the mid-sixties, he 
immediately resigned from the Lebanon Banking Association and as chairman of 

the board of the Beirut-al-Riyadh Bank, believing that there might be a conflict 
of interest between his work in the ministry and his position as president of 
the Banking Association. Will Qasir find himself forced to resian from the 
Beirut Merchants Association because it conflicts with his position as minister 
of economy and trade? 


There is no doubt that the new minister of economy and industry has the pro- 
fessional and ethical qualifications that would enable him to face all these 
problems with objectivity, openness and honesty. Once more we ask: "Will the 
government have the time and opportunity to raise definite economic issues 
requiring specific positions, or will the economic issue stay ‘on the shelf' for 
the time being, with economic activity in the government routine and marginal?" 
Furthermore, Minister Victor Qasir seems now to be a fish out of water among 

a group of professional politicians. 
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LEBANON 


CHALRMAN OF LEBANESE BANKS DISCUSSES ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1437, 18 May 84 pp 54, 57 


[Interview with Antoine Shadir, chairman of Association of Lebanese Banks: 
"Position of Lebanese Pound Is Firm; Rumors of Bankruptcy of Banks Are 
Tendentious Rumors") 


[Text] War conditions have dictated that the Lebanese economy fight on 
several fronts simultaneously. 


Economic and financial experts acknowledge that the battle of constant con- 
frontation and the coutinued war between the economy and the extraordinary 

conditions have confirmed, despite the continuation of this confrontation, 

that the Lebanese economy possesses capabilities that are not always and in 
all aspects subject to conventional economic rules. 


The studies of the researchers exploring the causes of this steadfastness cite 
a distant example of these causes, with the details of this example dating 
back to the time when the administration entrusted a prominent European econ- 
omist with the task of studying the conditions of the Lebanese economy and 
with organizing this economy in a comprehensive manner. 


The European expert conducted his study and wrote a report to the effect that 
the best principle for organizing the Lebanese economy is the principle of re- 
taining its special, extraordinary and chaotic condition. 


The economic wars in Lebanon are numerous, but the most important of them is 
the war of rumors. 


Rumors, which flourish in war climates, have flourished and have moved during 
the war years from preaching the collapse of the economy to ascertaining the 
collapse of the value of the currency and the collective bankruptcy of the 
oanks, to the collapse of the treasury and the breakdown of the general 
budget, to the loss of the gold backing for the currency and to the rest of 
the rumors which, though emanating from the economic difficulties that usually 
come as a result of war or turmoil, have put and continue to put wishes in the 
place of facts and which portray a gloomy propaganda picture within the frame- 
work of the scheme seeking to deprive Lebanon of all its mainstays. 
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In view of the importance of the issue, whose dossier AL-HAWADITH opened 

3 weeks ago in an interview with ‘Adnan al-Qassar, the chairman of the Leban- 
ese Chamber of Commerce and Industry, AL-HAWADITH has put the questions con- 
cerning the financial situation to Antoine Shadir, the chairman of the Asso- 
ciation of Lebanese Banks, who took part last week in the activities of the 
conference of the Union of Arab Banks which held its sessions in London. 


The interview has taken place with two teams: banking-economic sector team 
represented this week by Antoine Shadir and in a coming week by Anwar al- 
Khalil, the chairman of the Union of Arab Banks, and the AL-HAWADITH team 
which included Bari'ah Miknas ‘Alam-al-Din, Sami al-Hajj and Amin al-Siba'i. 


At the outset of the interview, we said to Antoine Shadir: 


[Question] The question which the Lebanese never stop raising is: What are 
the limits of the remaining capability of the Lebanese economy to withstand 
the burdens and consequences of the 10-year war and what is the role of the 
banks in assisting Lebanon to stand fast longer? 


[Answer] The banking sector is the backbone of the economy. The economic 
sector has been able to far to stand fast throughout 10 years without falling 
by the wayside, weakening or becoming disabled like the other economic sectors 
affected, including the industrial sector. The banking sector can maintain 
its steadfastness for several years to come and there is no fear over it, not 
even if the current situation actually persists for 3 more years. 


It must be noted here that we witnessed last March some sort of movement and 
stirring characterized by the emergence of new economic-banking activities 
which led to a relative improvement in binking activity and in other economic 
aspects, especially the commercial aspects. We hope that this improvement 
will continue and escalate, if the security situation permits. 


[Question] What are the most important features of this improvement? 


[Answer] The desired indicators are numerous. But the most important of them 
are, for example, the opening of the airport and of the port. 


We are nowadays in dire need of a period of calm and stability that will give 
us a breather and enable us to regain our ability to plan and implement after 
7 difficult destructive months filled with events. 


I do not believe we have reached the stage of economic collapse, even though 
some aspects of the Lebanese economy have sustained extremely grave damage. 
The economic sector most severely damaged is the industrial sector. This is 
due to the presence of some industries in unsafe areas exposed to shelling at 
any time. Economically, there is an equation to the effect that the collapse 
of the productivity of the plants cannot be recouped like the productivity of 
the merchant who does not lose his production days and who makes up for any 
delay in sales by raising the prices of the goods which he can put in the mar- 
ket any time he wants. 











The basic problem thus lies in the industrial sector which absorbs thousands 
of workers and whose productivity has been affected by the security condi- 
tions. This sector has begun either to cut workers’ wages by half or to lay 
off workers and close down the plants. 


[Question] What assistance can the banks offer to rescue the economy from its 
condition? 


[Answer] We must avoid making the mistake of saddling the banking sector with 
all the burdens of the war because if the banking sector has been able to 
Stand in the fact of the results and consequences of the war, this does not 
give us any right or justification to exhaust this sector and bring it to its 
knees with the consequences of the war. Otherwise, we will lose any hope of 
rescuing the national economy in the future. 


The aid to the economic sectors hit by the war does not come from the banks. 

The banks cannot advance such aid because, by the nature of their task, capa- 
bilities and role, they are interested in contributing to the implementation 

of well-studied and productive projects, not in covering salaries and unpro- 

ductive expenses or in advancing aid and grants which cannot be repaid. 


[Question] Don't you consider industry a productive sector? 


[Answer] At present, it is unproductive, meaning that under the current cir- 
cumstances, we cannot ask the banks to increase the volume of their landing to 
industrial firms facing the difficulties they are facing. It is difficult for 
the banks to advance such assistance before the factories regain their stabil- 
ity and their firm production plans. When the assistance becomes natural and 
normal and when it does not require any legislation--this principle includes 
even the rescheduling of the debts owed by the ractories--then the banks, 
which are fully aware of Lebanon's circumstances and which, consequently, know 
the circumstances of the businessmen owing them debts, will deal with their 
clients with utter simplicity and flexibility. The banks do not at all seek 
to bankrupt anybody or to bankrupt the economy. 


[Question] Let us be more frank. There are factories indebted to the banks. 
These factories’ production capability has been affected or they have stopped 
production altogether. Can these factories get from the banks the facilities 
and patience that enable them to regain their breath without resorting to new 
legislation? 


[Answer] There are no urgent reasons for the legislation you are referring 
to. There is no bank seeking to force any indebted person to repay his debts 
immediately and without any facilitations. There is special treatment for the 
damaged factories. The banks and their managements live with the tragedy and 
its circumstances, know the condition cf every indebted person and deal with 
him with all the flexibility desired. 


[Question] How are the interest dues and grace periods for the settlement of 
accounts dealt with at the banking level? 
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[Answer] As I have already pointed out, the banks cannot shoulder the burdens 
of the war, meaning that an industrialist whose factory hs been destroyed and 
who has decided to rebuild his factory cannot do so with a loan obtained from 
a commercial bank. He has to get the loan from a bank specialized in indus- 
trial lending. 


In Lebanon, 95 percent of the banks are commercial banks. For long-term loans 
covering a period of at least 20 years, there are specialized banks that are 
subsidized by the state and that have nothing to do with the commercial banks. 
This requires the founding of specialized banks in whose capital the state 
participates by a certain percentage so that they may perform this task. 


[Question] What is the value of the current deposits placed with the Lebanese 
banks? 


[Answer] According to the latest estimates, the value of the deposits in our 
banks amounts to nearly 57 billion Lebanese pounds. 


[Question] Is the major part of these deposits Lebanese or non-Lebanese? 


[Answer] A total of 95 percent of these deposits belongs to people living in 
Lebanon. 


[Question] This means that the deposits comiig from beyond the borders have 
declined sharply? 


[Answer] This is something that happened years ago and is not new to us, 
me: ning that it does not constitute a sudden phenomenon. It dates back to the 
mid-1970's. 


[Question] Some specialists say that this increase in the rate of deposits 
burdens the Lebanese economy because it entails for the banks the payment of 
interest which they do nct gain from the financial employment of the deposits 
at home? 


[Answer] Financial investment is available through the treasure bonds which 
are the best investment in terms of security, yield and profits. As for de- 
posits in foreign currencies, they can be invested in the international money 
market. 


[Question] Numerous and troubling doubts have revolved around the purchasing 
power of the Lebanese pound and its value vis-a-vis the foreign currencies. 
Do you have anything to help define the position of the Lebanese pound at 
present? 


[Answer] In our free economic system, currency is similar to a commodity sub- 
ject to the law of supply and demand. In the light of this law, it can be 
said that the first important point indicating the degree of the strength cf 
the Lebanese pound is the fact that currency transactions in Lebanon have con- 
tinued to be free and that despite the war conditions, the Lebanese pound has 
continued to be subject to the law of supply and demand insofar as determining 
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its value is concerned. Currently, there is a manipulation of the price of 
the pound resulting trom a psychological condition which, in turn, is tied to 
the law that says that [the value of] currency is fundamentally the value it 
means to the individual in a free country. 


Last February, the value of the U.S. dollar amounted to 630 [Lebanese] pias- 
ters and then dropped to 530 piasters, i.e. by a full Lebanese pound, within 
15 days. 


This means that it is wrong to measure the price of currency in a country 
which enjoys economic freedom by the developments in the prices of other cur- 
rencies because there are numerous factors that affect the price of this cur- 
rency, including the role of interest, confidence, future planning, the na- 
tional demand for transactions in the currency and other factors which allow 
us to say that the Lebanese currency will continue to be a strong currency, 
regardless of how much the circumstances change and fluctuate. 


[Question] So what is happening to the Lebanese pound is a sign of health? 
[Answer] Correct, it is a sign of health and not at all a sign of sickness. 


[Question] There are numerous rumors about the pcssibility that some banks 
will go bankrupt. Is this danger likely? 


[Answer] It is certain that the bankruptcy of banks is out of the question. 
The press has had < major role in refraining from disseminating the rumors re- 
iterated in [social] salons regarding the names of banks said to be approach- 
ing bankruptcy. Before I arrived in London, the rumor list included the names 
of 26 banks. The truth is that the false rumors have reached the names of 
most or all of the banks, including the branches of some foreign banks operat- 
ing in Lebanon. This is the best proof of the falsehood of these rumors. How 
can anybody imagine that the branch of a foreign bank can go bankrupt without 
the mother bank abroad being bankrupt! 


Without plunging into the labyrinths of the talk about "plots," L will be con- 
tent to say that you feel when hearing such statements and rumors that there 
is an “orchestra” that wants to prove falsely and unjustly that the banking 
sector in Lebanon is no longer qualified to survive and that all the deposi- 
tors should withdraw their monies from the bank. 


I will acknowledge here that a transient banking incident has happened in 
Lebanon, caused by transient individual mistakes--an incident that has ended 
without affecting at all the Lebanese banking system, which has proven that it 
is a firm system reiying on a Central Bank that can absorb all the surprises 
to which any ordinary bank in any country other than Lebanon may be exposed. 


[Question] Does this mean that there is no likelihood of the bankruptcy of 
any economic sector in Lebanon? 


[Answer] It is possible for bankruptcy to occur. This is not a bad phenome- 
non and it does not affect the banks. This is due to the fact that bankruptcy 











under certain circumstances is considered an element of correction in the 
economic situation by virtue of the fact that it helps weed out of the arena 
the establishments that do not have the ability to stand fast and survive. 
This economic rule has been applied in the United States and has achieved 
numerous positive points in the interest of the U.S. economy. 


[Question] Some see in the difficult and complex political dialogue an entry- 
way to legislation that undermines the bases of the free economic system in 
Lebanon. Do you share these fears? 


[Answer] We have sufticient assurances from the Lebanese authorities that the 
free economic system will not be subjected to any change or modification that 
undermines its freedom. We are confident of these assurances as long as the 
Structure of the free economic system continues to exist. 


There is an obvious conviction among all the conflicting parties in Lebanon 

on the need to safeguard the free economic system. There is no political cir- 
cle which believes otherwise. Add to this that I have obtained from all the 
highest authorities an assurance that the freedom of the economic system can- 
not at all be undermined under any circumstances. 





[Question] During the debate on the general budget in the Parliamentary Fi- 
nance Committee, some deputies warned against allowing the budget deficit, 
amounting to 31 billion pounds, to exceed the red line. How sound is this 
warning? 


[Answer] The budget deficit is an internal deficit. So far, the State of 
Lebanon has no foreign debt. The internal debt has nothing to do with and 
does not affect the value of the currency. Moreover, there is a relationship 
between the state debt and the assets of the Central Bank of Lebanon. So far, 
the state debt is not considered a problem and poses no danger. It is small, 
if compared with the debts of other countries. Considering the gold backing, 
the properties and the lands it possesses, the state can make up for all the 
deficit in the budget revenues by selling a part of these assets, as my father, 
deputy Joseph Shadir, has proposed. 


Add to this that if the Lebanese citizen follows a temporary policy of auster- 
ity, he, along with the state, can make up for all the shortages and concerns 
of the Lebanese economy. 


[Question] To what degree is Lebanon affected, insofar as money remittances 
and job opportunities are concerned, by the decline of the oil upsurge? 


[Answer] There is no doubt that we have been affected by this decline. But 
the period in which we were affected has passed and ended, considering that 
the Arab countries stopped, to a certain degree, their financial investments 
in our country a long time ago. Our problem at present is the problem of job 
opportunities for the Lebanese. Many Lebanese used to work in the oil coun- 
tries and they cannot find now the previous sphere of work. When they return 
to Lebanon, they will be shocked by the difficult Lebanese situation and wil! 
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be forced to emigrate anew to alien and remote areas. This time the emigra- 
tion may be final. I believe that the responsibility for dealing with this 
situation is an Arab responsibility that goes beyond the framework of Lebanon. 


[Question] What is the minimal required of the government to rescue the econ- 
omy, should this government be destined to survive? 


[Answer] It depends on the capability of the government. Everything depends 
on the ability of the government and the administration. If the government is 
capable of closing the illegal ports, this will be a good solution. If this 
capability is not there, then we will ask it to reduce the customs fees on 

all imported goods. This is a beneficial means to combat the illegal ports 
that bring goods into the markets without any significant customs fees to com- 
pete with the merchants, the importers and the state treasury. 


The discussion went on for a long time and dealt with the various aspects of 
the economic crisis. It has been proven by all the frank statements made-- 
statements whose publication under the current circumstances may undermine 

the interest of the economy--that Lebanon needs political stability and secur- 
ity first and foremost. The rest is left to economic freedom, to individual 
initiative and to planning at which the Lebanese have proven themselves skill- 
ful, despite all the difficulties and circumstances. 


Will the politicians listen? 


8494 
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LEBANON 


CABINET EXPANSION TO TWELVE ANALYZED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 378, 19 May 84 p 12 
[Article: "Lebanon: Ten-member Cabinet May Be Expanded to Twelve") 


[Text] Certain political leaders are awaiting the outcome of a firm, official 
pledge by Prime Minister Rashid Karami that he will try to have the cabinet 
expanded, by July at the latest, to provide greater or wider representation for 
certain political and national leaders and figures. Informed political sources 
have revealed that the commitment by the government to this pledge, in the person 
of President Amin al-Jumayyil and Prime Minister Rashid Karami, was the 

decisive factor in overcoming the difficulties of representation and cabinet 
appointments faced by the new government at its inception. It was the interaction 
of these difficulties that almost wrecked this new cabinet formula that was 

given the name "national unity." Providing better political and factional 
representation for [former] President Sulayman Franjiyah, after he refused to 

be represented in the government by an Orthodox minister, his son-in-law Dr 
"Abdallah al-Rasi, instead of a Maronite, is expected to be the main purpose 

for expanding the cabinet. [Former] Prime Minister Sa'ib Salam is also expected 
to insist upon choosing a minister to represent him after he alone was overlooked 
among the participants in the Lausanne conference from whom the government was 
formed. This raised many questions and possibilities which made Prime Minister 
Salam at one time into one of the fiercest political opponents of the govern- 
ment and the regime when it became clear that it was part of a plan to indirectly 
eliminate him from the government. President Sulayman Franjiyah is said to have 
discussed this subject with Deputy Dr Jamil Kibbi and Muhammad al-Mashnug, who 
visited him in Zgharta on behalf of Prime Minister Salam to consult with him 
about the government and to coordinate political cooperation between the two 
leaders. Information that leaked about this meeting indicates that there was 
agreement between Franjiyah and Salam's representatives that the 10-man government 
must be given a chance to begin dealing with the most important, pressing issue-- 
that of security and stopping the fighting and the insane random shelling of 
residential areas~-and that they should wait until July to see what formula would 
be used to expand the government. Some of those close to Prime Minister Rashid 
Karami believe that expanding the government will require one basic condition-- 
that from now until July, the 10-man government must have made significant 
strides in stopping the fighting and stabilizing the security situation in such 

a way that would prevent renewed fighting and a sudden breakdown in the situation. 
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Prominent political figures believe that the problem of forming and naming 

the cabinet, which confronted the 10-man government from its inception, cost it 
the opportunity to start off with the necessary momentum. Hence, it has become 
doubtful that Karami's government will survive if the security situation remains 
the same, with innocent people slaughtered as the only way to apply pressure 

and realize the aspirations of one group or another. 


9882 
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QATAR 


COMPENSATION CLAIMED FROM SHELL FOR NEGLIGENCE 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 4 Jun 84 ppl, 2 


{Text ] 


Legal proceedings to arbitrate a$700mn claim by Qatar 
against Royal Dutch Shell for alleged negligence in the 
construction and maintenance of a gas liquefaction 
plant are continuing in Paris and Qatar. 


The Qatar General Petroleum Corporation 
(QGPC) took the case to the International Chamber of 
Commerce Court in Paris in February 1980 claiming 
that Shell had been negligent in the design and 
construction of the gas plant and that this negligence 
had continued even after structural defects in the plant 
had become apparent and losses incurred. 


Shell has so far declined to appear before the 


Qatari courts, which have held three sessions since 


proceedings began there in September 1983. The last 
session was held in March and was suspended until July 
15th, when the QGPC is required to present evidence of 
Shell’s alleged negligence and of the $700mn 
compensation sought. 


The QGPC is basing its case on the principle of 
Shell’s strict liability and is also arguing that 
exemption clauses in the company’s operating 
agreements — which seek to limit Shells strict liability 
— are illegal. 


The case goés back to Qatar Petroleum 
Company’s (QPC) award in 1971 of a service 
agreement to Shell for the design and construction of a 
gas liquefaction plant (called NGL-1) to produce 
250,000 tonnes of butane and 150,000 tonnes of 
condensate annually. QPC at this time comprised Shell 
(23.75 per cent), British Petroleum (23.75 per cent), 
Compagnie Francaise des Pétroles (23.75 per cent), 
Mobil and Esso (23.75 per cent) and Partex —owned 
by Mr °*Five-per-cent’’ Gulbenkian. 


Since Shell and Partex were the only members of 
the consortium actively interested in the exploitation 
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of gas, QPC, as the concession holder, reached an 
internal understanding vesting legal ownership and 
responsibility for the plant in Shell. Under the 
arrangement, Shell provided 95 per cent of the finance 
and Partex the remaining five per cent. 


A second agreement was made between QPC and 
Shell in 1972 giving the company responsibility for the 
operation of the plant. 


Shell sub-contracted the construction of the 
plant’s six storage tanks to Whessoe, a British 
engineering company. The processing unit was sub- 
contracted to Davey Power Gas, also of Britain. 


According to technical experts familiar with the 
construction of the plant, Shell chose a design 
conforming to the British Standard Institute's 
standard BS 4741, which, until that time, was new and 
wholly untried. In doing so, Shell rejected an American 
design conforming to the American Petroleum 
Institutes API 620, widely regarded in the industry as 
the best although it is more expenseve than BS 4741. 


A leading American contractor involved in the 
bidding for the plant objected to the BS 4741 standard 
and withdrew from tendering when Shell turned down 
its recommendations to upgrade operating safety 
standards to that of API 620. 


Construction began in 1973 and the pliant went 
onstream in early 1975. 


In May 1975, the protective cladding blew off the 
roof of a propane-storage tank, number T-1403, during 
a storm. It was repaired by Shell. 


In April 1976, the same tank failed again when a 
5.5-metre crack developed and led to the loss of 
product. 


The technical experts said the investigation carried 














out by Shell and Whessoe into the cause of the cracking 
revealed that the welding had been below standard. It 
also showed that parts of that tank and of other tanks 
were corroded. However, Shell did not undertake a full 
technical investigation of the plant and, six months 
after the crack appeared, the tank was back in service. 

A year later, in April 1977, the whole pliant was 
destroyed by fire caused by a gas leak from the tank that 
had given the earlier problems. The fire raged for three 
days, killing seven people. 


As a result of the fire and the loss of the plant. the 
BSI introduced important changes to the BS 4741 
specifications. 


The re-insurers (mainly French, British and 
American) agreed that the fire resulted from a technical 
fault, but to pay for only the construction of a new 
plant. not for the consequent losses. 


In October 1976. in accordance with Opec 
resolutions, the state of Qatar nationalised the QPC 
and, thus, became owners of NGL-I. The operating 
agreement with Shell remained in force and the 
company continued to run the plant. The 
nationalisation of the petroleum industry occurred two 
weeks before Shell authorised returning the plant to 
service. 


Legal proceedings opened in Paris in February 
1980. Although no details cf the arbitration have been 
disclosed, Shell are presumed to be basing their defence 
on the exemption clauses in the two agreements, which 
limit their liability to gross negligence or international 
default. The exemption clauses also relieve Shell of any 
liability for consequential loss. such as loss of product 
Or eurnings. 


In September 1983. Qatar — through its 
hydrocarbons agency. the Qatar General Petroleum 
Corporation (QGPC) -- began identical proceedings in 
the Qatari courts, arguing that the plant and the alleged 
negligence were in Qatar. 


The QGPC argued that the two apreements were 
imposed on the QPC by Shell. who, with Partex, were 
the only members of the consortium jnterested in gas. 
The QGPC said that such agreements — known as 
contrats d entreprise — are unlawful. They also argue 
that the exemptionclauses, which seek to exempt Shel! 
from non-contractual obligations, are against the 
public order and, therefore, null and void. 


CSO: 4400/271 
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Technical experts familiar with the case told An- 
Nahar Arab Report & MEMOthat Shell was negligent 
in that it did not carry out a proper investigation into 
the state of the tanks after the first incident, in which 
the cladding was torn off. They said Shell should have 
either written of f the propane tank; or derated it for use 
by a lighter product, or imposed a limit to which the 
tank could be filled 


The experts suggested that Shell had undertaken 
their responsibility in the case too lightly and they 
wondered whether more tizorous standards might have 
been applied if the plant had been built in Holland. 


Shell in second dispute with Qatar 


In a second dispute between the QGPC and Shell. the 
company is denying responsibility for the replacement 
of corroded gas pipelines feeding a second gas 
liquefaction plant, NGL-2. The differences between the 
company and the corporation are said to be wide, but 
no legal proceedings have been instituted. 


Shell supervised the feasibility study, design and 
construction of NGL-2 and. since its commission, the 
company has also operated the offshore fields feeding 
the plant. 


Two pipelines — a 12-inch line carrying liquids 
and a 24-inch line carrying sour gas —- were recentl\ 
found to be very corroded. The 24-inch line was found 
also to be heavily pitted and to have suffered stepwise 
cracking, which had led to a considerable loss of gas. 


Shell has agreed to replace the onshore part of the 
24-inch gasline. but denies responsibility for the other 
lines in the system. 


The corrosion has caused technical problems in 
production and has prevented operation of NGL-2 at 
full capacity. 


Construction of the onshore part of NGL-2, which 
started in July 1975, was by Chiyoda of japan. The 
Original design called for three storage tanks. But. 
folowing the loss of NGL-I, Shell. as consulting 
engineers. recommended building six tanks to be 
common facilities to both plants — NGL-2 offshore 
and anew NGL-I onshore. 


The loss of capacity at NGL-2 has resulted ina 
drop in export earnings and u cut in the supply of gas 
feedstock to local industries. 














PLAN TO CHECK RISING WATER TABLE UNDERWAY 


Doha DAILY GULF TIMES in English 17 May 84 p 3 


[Text } 


CSO: 


THE water department at 
Qatar’s Ministry of Electric- 
ity and Water has begun a 
project to remedy an in- 
crease in the underground 
water level under Doha and 
its suburbs, Al Gharrafah, 
Al Rayyan, Al Wakrah, Al 
Wukair and Umm Said at a 
cost of QRS0Om. 

Department director Eng 
Ahmed al-Jattal said an under- 
ground water basin had de- 
veloped under Doha, the high- 
est point of which is 9 metres 
above sea level. 

In a statement, al-Jattal said 
the increase of water production 
in the city had caused this rise in 
the underground water level. 


The water level in low lands 
has reached the surface of the 
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ground, al-Jattal said. 


Because of these reasons, it 
has become necessary to draw 
up an urgent plan to decrease 
the water level, «!-Jattal said. 
He said that a study had been 
going on from 1982 to deter- 
mine the sources of the under- 
ground water basin. The study 
covered an area of 30,000 hec- 
tares including Doha, Khalifa 
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Town, 
Rayan. 


Al-Jattal said that 352 wells in 
the area had been monitored. 
Studies carried out by the Arab 
States Consulting Organisation 
(ASCO) in collaboration with 
the British Hydrological Insti- 
tute and the concerned author- 
ities in Qatar proved that the 
total amount of water which 
reached the underground basin 
totalled about 33.826m_ cubic 
metres in 1982. 


Al Gharrafa and Al 


Al-Jattal said measures to be 
taken included modernisation of 
drainage system of surface wa- 
ter. He said that in areas where 
the landscape will not facilitate 
installation of pipes for water 
drainage, the water will be 
drained vertically into the lower 
layers of the ground. — QNA 
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GAS FIELD DEVELOPMENT DELAY 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 4 Jun 84 pp 3, 4 


The reduced international market for liquefied natural 
gas appears to be delaying agreement on the 
development of Qatar’s North gas fielc, according to 
reports from the Gulf. The Qatari government is also 
seeking additional partners for the estimated $6bn 
project. 


An agreement was initialled at the end of March 
with British Petroleum and Compagnie Francaise des 
Pétroles, with full signing expected in April. 


However, completion of the arrangements is being 
held up since potential buyers of gas are being supplied 
from other sources. Western Europe is getting gas from 
the Soviet Union; the United States can be supplied 
overland from Mexico and Canada; and Japan’s 
requirements, which will not be as much as once 
predicted, can be arranged from the Pacific area. 


The problem of marketing gas is further 
aggravated by the current depressed state of the oil 
market. There is, however, a modest domestic demand 
in Qatar and Kuwait. 


The Qatari authorities and the companies are 
seeking to reduce their financial commitments for 
exploitation of the field. The Qataris have cut their 
share in the planned holding company from 80 per cent 
to 70 per cent. with the two companies taking only 7.5 
per cent each, instead of the 10 per cent once planned. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


IMPROVED RELATIONS WITH EUROPEANS SOUGHT 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 378, 19 May 84 p 31 


/Article by Sulayman Nimr: ‘Saudi Arabia Knocks on European Door for 
U.S. Change; European Group Countries Are Capable of Pressuring United 
States to Change Its Middle East Policy; This Shows Saudi Arabia's 
Eagerness to Improve and Bolster Its Relations With Europe; Dutch Prime 
Minister Visit to Riyadh Confirms This"/ 


/Text/ Riyadh--The Dutch prime minister's visit to Riyadh at the 
beginning of last week attracted special Saudi interest which peaked 
in King Fahd ibn ‘Abd-al-'Aziz heading the Saudi side in the talks 
conducted with Dutch Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers and his minister of 
foreign affairs, Hans van den Broek. 


The Dutch prime minister responded to the Saudi interest in his visit 
by holding a press conference in Riyadh in which he declared that his 
country promises not to move its embassy to the occupied Jerusalem, 

that the Netherlands is against the policy of annexation of the occupied 
Arab territories, whether in Jerusalem, in the West Bank or in the 
Golan, and that his country's position on the issue of solving the 
Middle East crisis does not differ from the position of the European 
Community countries which issued the Venice Declaration calling for 

the Palestinian people's right to determine their future. This 
position is founded on Security Council resolution No 242. 


During the press conference, AL-MUSTAQBAL asked the Netherlands minister 
of foreign affairs about his country's position on the PLO and he 
replied: "The Netherlands believes that the PLO must participate as 

a party in any solution to the Palestinian issue," 


Political observers have considered the statements made by the Netherlands 
prime minister upon the conclusion of his talks with the Saudi officials--and 
also considered by Riyadh, as one Saudi official who participated in the 
talks with the Netherlands prime minister has told AL-MUSTAQBAL--to be 

"very positive and confirm the change that has taken place in the 
Netherlands' position on the Middle East issue in the past 2 years." 
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The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia believes that there is no obstacle to impede 

the improvement of its relations with any country, especially with the 

European Community countries, if this country understands and supports —.... 
oo “the Palestinian people's legitimate right in the Middle East issue. 

Saudi Arabia believes that the opportunity is open for political and 

economic cooperation with all countries. But in return, it wants 

practical European positions toward the Palestinian issue and toward 


finding a solution to the Middle East crisis. 





Saudi Arabia does not want from the European group countri s anything 
other than to participate practically in finding a solution to the 
Middle East crisis, such as having the European Community countries 
resort to exerting pressure on Washington to change its position of 
partiality toward the Israeli enemy. The European Commun.ty countries 
are, in Saudi Arabia's view, capable of exerting this pressure. 


The Saudi officials feel that the obvious U.S. partiality toward 
Israel--partiality which obstructs any just peaceful settlement to 

the Middle East crisis--will not be beneficial to Washington in the 
end and will not help its friends in the area to improve their 
relations with it and may ultimately lead to the adoption of a 
practical Arab position that harms relations with Washington. A 
high-level Saudi official has told AL-MUSTAQBAL that if Washington's 
policy of partiality toward Israel persists, then the kingdom cannot 
but support any step hostile to the relations with the United States 
agreed upon by the Arabs, especially if this step comes within the 
framework of an Arab strategy on which all the Arab countries agree 

in a manner which enables such a step to produce a long-range benefit 
and not just be a vaunted step whose benefits are carried away with 
the wind. The Saudi official pointed out that the U.S. administration, 
under the pretext of the elections, is trying to appear as if it cannot 
now get rid of its biased commitments toward Israel. What is required 
now, the Saudi official added, is to exert pressure on Washington so 
that it may not persist in making more commitments to Israel. 


It seems that the Saudi diplomacy, strongly disappointed in Washington's 
positions which are becoming more strongly partial to Israel, wants to 
replace its relations with Washington by more positive and firmer 
relations with the European Community cccuntries. Here emerges the Saudi 
interest in any step for improving the relations with the European 
countries. Here also emerges the special Saudi interest in the visit 

of the Netherlands prime minister and minister of foreign affairs to 
Saudi capital because it is well known that the Netherlands has continued 
to be one of the European Community countries most eager for their 
relations with Israel at the expense of their relations with the Arabs 
and that it has stood against any further European opening up to the 
PLO and to the Palestinian issue. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


WAR COLLEGE OFFICIALS DISCUSS CURRICULA, STUDENT BENEFITS 
Riyadh AL-JAZIRAH in Arabic 15 May 84 p ll 


/Article by Mash'al al-Rashid: "AL-JAZIRAH Explores Opinions of 
Officials at King ‘abd-al-'Aziz War College on College's Educational 
Message; Staff Officer in Charge of Education: Civilian Courses 
Complement Military Course'"'/ 


/Text/ "We have 21 students abroad on scholarships for 
Higher Studies; College's task is to train those who are 
fit militarily to serve religion and defend homeland; 
National cadres have major role in managing scientific 
and cultural activity; Head of civilian studies section: 
Civilian studies help in building student's personality 
and his understanding of course of political and 
economic affairs; head of administrative studies section: 
Student receives profound instruction on international 
law in time of peace, of war and of neutrality" 


The education wing of King 'Abd-al-'Aziz War College is one of the 
sections which shoulder the task of enhancing the progress of the 
education of students at the college. 


Since issuance of the royal decree transforming the military school into 
a war college in 1375 of the Hagira and since the college opened its 
doors to receive those wishing to enroll, educational activity was 
initiated in a process of teaching and educating the militarily-fit 
students and of training them on the necessary principles that qualify 
them to serve in the Saudi Arab army. 


The task of the education section has not been confined to following 
up on the progress of student education inside the college but has 
extended beyond the college. The college gives the student upon his 
graduation and appointment as an army officer the opportunities of 
higher training and studies through scholarships abroad, offered in 
accordance with the army regulations, and other opportunities which 
allow the student to continue his higher education and join one of the 
kingdom's university colleges when he has the desire to do so. 
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The visitor feels at the college's new headquarters in al-'Ayniyah the 
degree of the state's interest in the military sector, whether in 

regard to the applied military aspect or the theoretical educational 
side of the student enrolled in-the college for the-3 years scheduled 
for his studies. This is why the state has provided the student with 
all the academic and living means and resources at the highest military 
standards in the world so that upon graduation, he may stand side by 
side with his colleague to serve the religion and the king and to defend 
the homeland. 


To understand the task of the education section of King 'Abd-al-'Aziz 
College, AL-JAZIRAH interviewed at the outset Staff Col Salim 'Uwaymir 
al-Mutayri, commander of the college's education section, to get a 
general idea of the student's academic life, both curricular and 
extracurricular, and on tiie military curruculum at the college. 


Between Civilian and Military Sciences 


The first question was on the relationship between the civilian and 
military courses taught the student at the college. Colonel Salim 
answered: 


In fact, the civilian courses are nothing but a complement to the 
military courses. The military course cannot dispense with the 
civilian course. 


The inventor of the tank, the designer of the missile, the surveyor, 
the inventor of explosives and the discoverer of the mathematical laws 
and all civilians who studied sciences and transformed them into 
military applications. This is what we, God willing, seek to achieve 
in this college, namely to provide the student with the scientific 
principles and the principles of physics to help him in his various 
measurements, be they measurements of proximity or of remoteness from 
the target in various environments, whether water or aerial environments. 
He is taught the principles of chemistry to learn about explosives, 
their quality, their use and their composition. He is taught the 
principles of mathematics to measure areas and the force of discharge 
in the target area. He is taught the principles of management, law 
and economics in addition to the principles of biowarfare, i.e. the 
use of microbes and germs in wars. There is no difference between a 
civilian course and a military course because there is no doubt that 
each cornplements the other. 


Twenty One Scholarships Abroad 


/Question/ Are there opportunities to send students abroad on 
scholarships? If so, how is this done? 


[Col Salim/ The college appoints instructors who have graduated from 
one of the kingdom's universities or from a recognized foreign university 
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in accordance with certain requirements similar to the conditions 
required by the universities for the appointment of their instructors 
according to their need. After-working-for one year at the college, 
the instructors are sent on scholarships to get an M.A. or a Ph.D. 
degree, each according to the required specialization and provided 

that they return to work at the college upon graduation. At present, 
we have 21 persons sent on scholarships to the United States for higher 
studies in the various spheres, such as chemistry, management, English, 
political sciences and others disciplines. The college welcomes whoever 
wishes to be appointed in it as an instructor, provided that he meet 
the necessary requirements, such as getting a general evaluation of no 
less than very good /in his college degree/, being specialized in a 
field needed by the college, undertaking to continue his studies in 

the field to which he is sent on schOlarship and returning to work at 
the college upon graduation. 


Vital Aspect of Student's Life 


/Question/ There is no doubt that the college's cultural ard art 
activity has its educational role in the student's behavior. Considering 
that this type of activity also comes under the control of the education 
section, what is the role that this vital aspect plays in the student's 
military life? 


[Col Salim/ First, King 'Abd-al-'Aziz War College is a scientific 
military institution that teaches students who are fit militarily 

and trains them to acquire the necessary characteristics that qualify 
them to serve in the Saudi Arab army. The cultural and art activity 
is considered one of the fundaments of educating and building students 
and of channelling their capabilities in a manner beneficial to them. 
The wheel of cultural and art activity began to turn as of the time 
the college began to perform its noble message. 


The college teaching staff plans and programs the cultural activity 
annually by forming a committee headed by the staff officer in charge 
of education or by his representative. This committee is entrusted 
with the cultural activity tasks. The committee may be divided into 
subcommittees supervised by the college's education officer or his 
representative. These subcommittees are: The subcommittee for the 
college magazine, the subcommittee for launching and concluding the 
cultural season, the subcommittee to prepare for lectures and seminars, 
the subcommittee for student activity which is concerned with 
encouraging students to write articles and to read and the subcommittee 
for evaluation of the activities of the companies. 


At least four contests are organized between the college companies in 
cultural and art activity. A committee evaluates the activities of 
these companies and the winning company gets the cultural activity 
banner. 
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On opening and closing days, the college invites other military colleges 
to athletic contests. I also propose that cultural contests be held 
between the military colleges and the university colleges. 


The college's national cadres have played a major role in managing the 
cultural activity since the start of this activity. Participation in 
the cultural activity is optional for the student. Fifty marks are 
given for participation. 


Participation in Building Student's Personality 


At the civilian studies section--the apparatus in charge of all the 
educational materials at King 'Abd-al-'Aziz War College--AL-JARIRAH 
interviewed Dr Ahmad 'Ali Jurmyd, the section head, to get from him 

an idea about the role played by the section in the college. In 
response to the questions asked, Dr Ahmad answered first the question 
concerning the task undertaken by the civilian studies section, saying: 


The task of the civilian studies section is to supervise the college's 
academic education. This section provides the students with civilian 
sciences and education relevant to their service and broadens their 
artistic and cultural awareness of the theoretical sciences, the 
Islamic, human, and administrative studies. This helps to build the 
student's personality and his understanding of the course of the 
scientific, political, economic and social affairs surrounding him 
/and to make sure that this understanding is/ founded on sound Islamic 
belief. Moreover, these studies are important educationally to his 
continuing his education after his graduation. 


/Question/ What are the branches under the civilian studies section? 


/Dr Jurayd/ Eight branches follow the college's civilian education 
section, namely: 


A. The sciences branch which supervises the teaching of physics, 
chemistry and biological weapons. 


B. The laboratories branch which is in charge of managing the college's 
laboratories and their workers. 


C. The mathematics branch which supervises the teaching of pure and 
applied mathematics and computer sciences. 


D. The administrative sciences branch which supervises the teaching 
of management, international law and economics. 


E. The human sciences branch which supervises the teaching of psychology, 
geography and Islamic culture. 


F. The branch concerned with students sent on scholarship which manages 
the affairs of the college students sent on scholarships for higher studies. 
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The college library which is one of the main elements of the college. 
This college has a magnificently designed library built to accommodate 
more than one-half million books. There are ambitious plans to make 

this college one of the notable colleges in the near futur_, God willing. 


Each branch is supervised by a faculty member who is a citizen of this 
country and holds a Ph.D. degree. 


Part-time Advisers at College 


/Question/ To what degree are the college's qualified national cadres 
utilized? 


/Answer/ In addition to the task of teaching, the faculty members 
participate in the committees that constantly seek to develop the 
college. 


Moreover, the college has a number of educationally qualified people 
who hold M.A. and Ph.D. degrees. In addition to their work at the 
college, a mumber of these people are also working as part-time 
advisers to the ministries and other government establishments. 
Moreover, a number of them teach at King Sa'ud University as associates. 


Relationship With Universities 


/Question/ What is the relationship between the college and the 
universities and to what degree are the university curricula utilized? 


/Dr Jurayd/ The college cannot be separated from university education. 
There is firm cooperation between the college and the kingdom's 
universities, to give you an example of this cooperation, a member of 
the King Sa'ud University or of the Imam Muhammad the Sa'ud Islamic 
University cooperates with us in teaching some courses in which we 
suffer from a shortage of instructors. There are also contacts for 
consultation and coordination in the evaluation of research and in the 
various other spheres of education, such as writing books befitting the 
college's needs or adopting some already written and prepared university 
curricula which meet the needs of the college student. 





Studies in Economics, Law and Management 


Dr Ibrahim ‘Abd al-'Aziz al-'Assaf, the head of the administrative 
sciences branch, joined the interview and talked to us about the role 
this branch plays at the college and the degree of its impact on the 
military student's standard before graduation. He said: 


Insofar as the administrative sciences branch is concerned, it has 


courses in economics, international law and general management. The 
student is taught the principles of all these disciplines. Moreover, 
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he studies some of them more profoundly, such as international law 

in time of peace and in time of war and neutrality, the management of 
personnel, financial management and the applications of each of these 
disciplines to the armed forces of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 


The faculty members number 10: 6 of them are Saudis and the rest are 
Arab brothers working on contract basis. Moreover, there are a number 
of students on scholarship who will, God willing, add upon their 
return they will contribute to what their colleagues have started in 
order to make the college one of the major educational institutions 

in the kingdom. Six of the branch's current 10 faculty members have 
Ph.D. degrees--two of them in economics, two in international law and 
the remaining two in general management. The other faculty members 
have M.A. degrees. 


The branch faculty members participate constantly in activities, 
seminars or conferences connected with the kingdom. They also offer 
specialized advice to some government circles. Thus, the college is 
participating in the kingdom's comprehensive development by graduating 
command officers who perform their role in building the armed forces 
or who participate through these seminars anc this consultation in 
expressing opinion and advice on the means of the economic development 
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 


Reconciling Educational and Art Activities 


During its photographic tour of the college's various sections to 
familiarize itself with the cultural and arts activity closely, 
AL-JAZIRAH interviewed instructor Salih al-Zir from the geography 
branch, the member of the cultural and arts activity committee and 
the supervisor of the class activities. He provided us with a quick 
glimpse of the students' evident interest in the college's cultural 
and arts activities, saying: 


With the start of teaching at the college, the [cultural and arts] 
activities proceed side by side. The student can reconcile his 
educational activity with his cultural and arts activity, considering 
that he is given the opportunity to participate by the students 
themselves under the supervision of the members of the cultural and 
art committees. 


Each class concludes its activity at the end of the year by holding 
an arts festival. From the class festivals, the committee selects 
the segments suitable to be included in the final ceremony of the 
college students' activities. In this ceremony, awards are given 
students who excel. 


The cultural aspect of college activity is in high demand by the students. 
In these activities, many talents are displayed, demonstrating the 
positive psychological conditions under which the students live inside 
the college. 
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King 'Abd-ai+'Aziz War College in Lines 


In 1356 of the Hegira, the Saudi army established a military school in 
the venerable Mecca. The school was then moved to al-Ta'if. In 1374 
of the Hegira, royal instructions were issued to transform it into 

the King ‘Abd-al-'Aziz War College. In 1375 of the Hegira, the college 
opened its doors to receive students. In its first years, the 

college included three sections, each giving a six-month course. Those 
sections were: The preparatory, the intermediate and the final sections. 
The then required qualification was for the student to have the 
intermediate /junior high school/ certificate and he was given a 
diploma in military sciences upon graduation. In 1379, the college 

was developed so that the study period in it may last 3 years, with the 
applicant for enrollment in the college required to have the secondary 
/high/ school certificate. But the college continued to accept 
intermediate school graduates due to the small number of students 
applying for enrollment until 1384-85 of the Hegira. In the 1386's, 
the period of study was reduced to 2 years--preparatory and final. 

This continued until 1391-92 of the Hegira when the 3-year system was 
restored. At present, only secondary school graduates are accepted 

for enrollment in the college. 


Task of College 
King ‘Ahd-al-'Aziz War College is a high military education institute 


that teaches and trains students who are militarily fit to acquire 
the necessary qualities that qualify them to serve in the Saudi Arab 


army. 
College Enrollment Requirements 
A. That the applicant be Saudi-born and raised. 


B. That the applicant's age not be less than 17 and no more than 24 
years. 


C. That the applicant have the secondary school certificate or its 
equivalent. 


D. That the applicant be physically fit for military service and that 
he not be shorter than 160 centimeters. 


E. That the applicant not be married. 
F. That he pass the personal interview conducted by the college. 


G. That he be of good conduct and reputation and not convicted of a 
Shari's violation or of a crime undermining honor and trust. 
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Studies at College 

A. Studies at the college are divided to 3 segments throughout the 3-year 
period. Studies are also given over 2 semesters /annually/. The total 
number of study is no less than 28 weeks /annually/, with an average 

of 30 hours per week. 

B. The studies at the coliege include two curricula: 

1, The military curriculum which includes the following courses: 


A. Physical education, 


B. Infantry. 





C. Mobilization. 

D. Signals. 

E. Weapons. 

F. Field engineering. 

G. Management and military regulations. 

H. Management and military reguiations [sic/. 
I. Administrative affairs (reinforcement and supplies). 
J. Map reading. 

K. Unit maintenance. 

L. Security and intelligence 

M. Military history. 

N. Military history [sic/. 

O. Military first-aid. 

P. Art of command. 

Q. Training and teaching methods. 

R. Staff officers’ duties. 


S. Total annihilation weapons. 
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2. Academic (civilian) curriculum: Studies in this section are given 
on the basis of the students’ high school specialization, whether in 
sciences or in arts. 

A. Science section: 

a. Physics. 

b. Mathematics. 

c. Management. 

d. International law. 

2. General studies taught to both the science and art branches: 

A. Islamic culture. 

B. Arabic. 

C. English. 

D. Hebrew. 

E. Psychology. 

F. World geography. 

G. Kingdom's geography. 

H. Political geography. 


Added to this is the summer training which includes paratroop training, 
the border trip and unit visits. 


Benefits Obtained by Student During Study Period 


A. A monthly allowance of 2,831 riyals is paid to the student at the 
War College. 


B. All military uniforms are supplied to the student immediately upon 
joining the college and then again whenever they are scheduled to be 
replaced. 


C. The college has a good cafeteria which offers the student food 
according to the approved rations which, when established, took into 
consideration providing all the nutritional elements necessary for good 
health. 
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D. The students live in small groups in barracks that are comfortable 
and well-kept. A study hall has been attached to each barracks. 





E. All students get full medical care, either inside the college 
or by being referred to the military hospitals should the situation 
require. 


F. The student gets the weekend off, in addition to the official 
holidays, the spring vacation and an annual vacation for nearly 1.5 
months. 


Benefits After Graduation 


A. Upon graduation from the college, the student is granted a B.S. in 
military sciences. 


B. He is appointed in the army with the rank of lieutenent. 


C. He earns a basic salary of 5,662 riyals monthly, in addition to a 
living allowance of 500 riyals and a transportation allowance of 600 
riyals. An annual clothing allowance of 2,800 riyals is also paid. 


D. He is given the opportunity to receive higher training and studies 
through a scholarship abroad, given in accordance with the regulations 
in force in the army. 


E. The student is given credit for the academic courses he studies at 
the college in case he wishes to continue his university education after 
graduating from the college. 


F. In case he is sent on a scholarship, his full salary and a 
scholarship allowance are paid him. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


PLAN FOR FOREIGN INVESTMENT OUTLINED 
PM140602 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 5 May 84 p 7 


[AL-SIRR SAYYID AHMAD report: "Positive Responses to ‘Economic Balance’ Pro- 
gram Flowing In; "Peace Shield’ Project Ideal for Transfer of Technology™] 


[Excerpts] Riyadh--Official quarters in the Saudi Arabian Kingdom have begun 
receiving positive responses regarding the "Economic Balance" program, known 
in the West as the Offset Program, from the American companies competing for 
the implementation of the Saudi Defense Ministry's command and communications 
project knows as "Peace Shield," Saudi Commerce Under Secretary Dr ‘Abd ar- 
Rahman az-Zamil told AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT. He said: "At the beginning the com- 
panies" responses were not encouraging. This is natural, because each company 
would like to take the whole project for itself, implement it, and then leave 
after making profits. But after several meetings we began receiving positive 
responses." 


The "Economic Balance" plan, which Al-SHARQ AL-AWSAT reported in a statement 
by Saudi Minister of commerce Dr Sulayman al-Sulayyim, obliges every foreign 
company winning any contract in the "Peace Shield" project to invest 35 per- 
cent of the contract value in joint projects with a Saudi partner in the coun- 
try in the field of either industrial investment or high technology investment. 


AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT has learned that the American companies are currently carry- 
ing out operations with the industrial and technological base in the kingdom 
and are setting up special research teams from various specialities to study 
potential Saudi partners and companies, in order to submit preliminary views 
regarding the program in early August. 


Al-Zamil said that the companies will receive their dues in full, that is, 
without deducting 35 percent of the contract value. Instead, the companies 
will provide the money from their own sources. But the principle point is 
that the companies will not be asked to provide 35 percent of the total value 
of the contract, which is estimated at 3.9 billion, since part of this amount 
will be spent on the manufacture of certain equipment in the United States. 
Therefore, estimates indicate that the amount which will be subject to the 
"economic Balance" program will be about 1 billion or a little more. 


Dr Al-Zamil said that “this program was previously applied in Korea and Turkey, 
and it succeeded. It is not strange therefore that the kingdom is applying it. 
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I believe that, if we succeed, it will be one of the great achievements. It 
will also become a method that we will apply to other projects." 


The question being put now is: Does this matter have any connection with the 
drop in the kingdom's foreign currency income as a result of the drop in its 
oil production from more than 10 million barrels per day 3 years ago to 4 mil- 
lion barrels per day at present? Many economic observers inside and outside 
the kingdom and even in the companies involved in the "Economic Balance" plan 
reply in the negative. They view the plan as part of the natural development 
imposed by the kingdom's economic reality. 


AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT has learned that the plan will be introduced not all at once 
but gradually, over a period of 5-7 years, and that the first contract could 
be concluded at the end of this year. Dr Al-Zamil referred to this point in- 
directly in replying to a question on whether the implementation of the project 
is connected with the delivery of the AWACS planes to the kingdom in 1986. He 
said: The plan aims at technology transfer, and its timing has nothing to do 
with the delivery of the AWACS in 2 years' time." 
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BELGIAN TRADE DELEGATION TO VISIT 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 3 Jun 84 p 3 


{Text ] 


CSO: 


4400/269 


A BELGIAN trade delegation 
led by Crown Prince Albert will 
visit the UAE in November this 
year, Minister of Economy and 
Commerce Saif Al Jarwan said in 
Dubai yesterday. 


The delegation will include a 
number of senior officials of the Bel- 
gium Ministry of Commerce, besides 
leading businessmen. 

During its stay in the country, the 
delegation wiil hold talks with officials 
of the Ministry of Economy and 
Commerce, chamber leaders and lead- 
ing businessmen on means of further 
developing trade relations and 
investment cooperation. 

Mr Jarwan said that his recent visit 
to Belgium was fruitful. The talks he 
held with officials of that country, 
would make positive contributions to 
the development of trade between the 
two countries. Participation in 
investment projects and industrial 
field was also discussed. 

The minister said that during his 
stay in that country he took part in a 
symposium organised by the Arab- 
Belgian Chamber of Commerce, 
attended by about 150 diplomats and 
businessmen. 

In his speech at the symposium, Mr 


Jarwan said, he had dealt with Arab- « 


Belgian relations in various fields and 
the policy of European countries 
vis-a-vis various Arab issues. 

The speech also dealt with the 
agricultural and industrial policies and 
plans of the country and projects in 
various sectors, including fisheries and 
maritime transport. 

Mr Jarwan, in the speech, affirmed 
the interest of the UAE Government 
in executing the plans of the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries for set- 
ting up industries for processing surp- 
lus farm products. 
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PROTECTION URGED FOR NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 30 May 84 pp 1, 3 


{Text } 


ABU DHABI (WAM): The 


dustries. The meeting was chaired by 
First Deputy Speaker Hamad Bou 
Shihab 


Minister of State for Financial and 
Industrial Affairs Ahmed A! Tayer 
told the council that industry minis- 
ters of the GCC member states are 
studying adoption of collective mea- 
sures for protecting four commod- 
ities produced in the GCC countries, 
namely, cement, iron, aluminium 
and asbestos. Al Tayer pointed out 
that previous studies carried out by 
the GCC secretariat-general con- 
firmed the high quality of these 
available in abundance and at mod- 
erate prices. 

Protection would be ensured by 
imposing high custom duties on simi- 
lar foreign materials or banning their 
import, the minister said, and added, 


with a view to attaining parity in the 
costs of production and marketing 
prices. 

After a lengthy discussion of the 
state’s industrial policy the FNC de- 
cided to forward a recommendation 
to the Cabinet calling for easier 
issuance of industrial licences and 
concentrating on coordination 
among the country’s various indust- 
rial projects within the framework of 
a comprehensive industrial develop- 
ment plan. 

The recommendation also urged 
the Cabinet to promptly issue an 
industrial specifications law and 
grant priority to national industrial 
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projects in awarding tenders for gov- 
ernment projects. 

The FNC also endorsed a federal 
draft law authorising the Ministry of 
Finance and Industry to make use of 
the money deposited in the name of 
real estate loans committee provided 
the Ministry deliver these funds to 
the Real Estate Bank when it starts 
its activities. 

The council returned its draft reply 
to the policy speech made by the 
President at the inaugural meeting of 
the current FNC session to the con- 
cerned committee for reformulation 
and inclusion of several new points 
proposed by some members. 

It also reviewed the federal decree 
dealing with the UAE joining thc 
Arab copyrights agreement and de- 
cided to hold its next meeting on July 
12. 

The Minister of State for Financial 
and Industrial Affairs gave further 
explanation on the unified economic 
agreement among the GCC member 
states. He said the agreement re- 
moved economic barriers between 
these countries and came to realise 
the common interests of al!. In this 
respect, Al Tayer indicated that the 
UAE made much use of the agree- 
ment and the balance of trade, dur- 
ing the pat period, was in favour of 
the UAE and in the interest of 
national industries in the GCC 
states. 

Answering questions by some 
FNC members on the government's 
policy for protection of national in- 
dustries, the Minister disclosed that 
the Finance and Industry Ministry 
could not enforce the federal indust- 
rial law because the Higher Con- 
sultative Committee for Industry had 
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not received the notices of some 
emirates on the law. 

The Minister stressed that the 
power of licencing of and planning 
for national industries should be 
vested in the Finance and Industry 
Ministry, saying that this alone could 
avert contradi~‘on and duplication 
as well as put an end to competition 
harmful to these industries and the 
national economy. . 

Al Tayer explained that the In- 

dustrial Bank had financed 35 indust- 
rial institutions in the country from 
the 130 institutions that had applied 
for financing. The bank’s policy at 
present focuses on boosting existing 
industries and improving their pro- 
ductivity before financing new indus- 
tries. 
At the start of its session the FNC 
adopted a recommendation to the 
Cabinet calling for the formation of a 
board of directors for the Real Estate 
Bank as soon as possible. Al Tayer 
informed the FNC members that the 
real estate loans committee, since its 
formation in April 1980 and upto 
MArch 1981 repaid 623 loans 
amounting to Dh. 1,462 million 
offered to nationals by commercial 
banks. 

The Minister said that part of the 
settled loans were withdrawn by the 
government for financing some ur- 
gent needs and added that the situa- 
tion of real estate market did not 
allow the Real Estate Bank whose 
capital is Dh. 2,000 million, to prac- 
tise its activities. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


PETROLEUM INVESTMENT COMPANY ESTABLISHED 
Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 4 Jun 84 p 10 


{Text ] 


Abu Dhabi has set up a $500mn_ International 
Petroleum Investment Company to engage in projects 
in petroleum and energy exploitation and the 
development of the petrochemical industry. Under the 
terms of the enabling legislation, the company may 
operate only outside the emirate of Abu Dhabi. 


The company is a joint venture between the Abu 
Dhabi Investment Authority and the Abu Dhabi 
National Oil Company, who will each hold 50 per cent 
of the 500,000 shares. Paid up capital will be $200mn. 


An amiri decree has set up a seven-man board of 
directors who, in the first place, will hold office for 
three years. The chairman is Jarwan Salem al-Dhahiri; 
his deputy is Suhail Fares el-Mazroui. 


The company will particularly undertake oil-' 
refining operations — either by buying or managing — 
the manufacture of petrochemicals and the 
establishment of oil and gas pipelines. 


However, the company is given a broad remit to 
engage in all aspects of downstream operations for oil 
and gas. These include the design and manufacture of 
refining and pipeline installations, either alone or in 
Participation with other companies, as well as 
undertaking studies of non-petroleum energy resources 
and financial operations necessary for any of these 
activities. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


FALL IN OIL DEMAND EXPECTED 


Doha DAILY GULF TIMES in English 9 Jun 84 p 11 


[Text ] 
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CENTRAL BANK TO REGULATE LIQUIDITY 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 27 May 84 p 3 


[Text } 


CSO: 
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pose. 

It quoted the bank’s annual report 
as saying that liquidity was availabic 
in quantities exceeding the domestic 
market’s demands, but inter-bank 
dealing were controlled by institu- 
bility of funds. 

Net foreign assets ox the commer- 
cial banks rose by Dh. 1.8 billion in 
1983 to Dh. 10.3 billion, while the 
Central Banks's assets fell by Dh 1.5 
billion during the same year, the 


in its gross domestic liquidity last 
year by 1.3 per cent to Dh. 43.1 
billion. This was due to the sharp fall 
of government asects last year by 
32.6 per cent as against the previous 
year. Nevertheless, the private 
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domestic liquidity in the past year 
rose by Dh. 2.7 billion, Al Bayan 
noted. 

The Central Bank stressed its keen- 
ness to provide liquidity at the 
appropriate time and in sufficient 
quantities referring to the continued 
negative effects of the world’s reces- 
sion on the UAE economy. 








DH 136 MILLION SPENT ON HEALTH PROJECTS 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 12 Jun 84 p 3 


[Article by Francis Matthew] 


[Text ] THE MINISTRY of Health spent 
Dh 136 million on various pro- 
jects last year, according to statis- 
tics released by the ministry. 


The overall cost of these projects is 
estimated at Dh 1,002.6 million to be 
spent over several years. 

Sharjah claimed the biggest share of 
the allocation—Dh 70 million. Most 
of it was spent on a 320-bed hospital 
which will be completed at a cost of 
Dh 177 million. 

The total planned expenditure by 
the ministry in Sharjah is Dh 210 mil- 
lion, of which Dh 131 million has 
already been spent. 

Abu Dhabi received Dh 30.56 mil- 

lion during 1983. Of this, Dh 10 mil- 
lion was allocated for a 200-bed 
emergency hospital, the work on 
-which has just started. The project 
cost will include Dh 223 million for 
buildings alone, with extras for the 
equipment. 

The remaining Dh 20.56 million 
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was spent on five projects. These are a 
nursing school (overall cost Dh 12 mil- 
lion), houses for doctors in Al Ain, 
(overall cost Dh 16 million) Al 
Jazeira Hospital clinic (overall cost 
Dh 25 million), fever hospital (cost 
Dh 15 million), and a health centre in 
Al Ain (overall cost Dh 12 million). 


Dh 5.4 million was spent on three 
projects in Dubai, namely, the 
Kuwaiti Hospital extension (overall 
cost Dh 63.6 million), the Amal Hos- 
pital in Jumeirah (Dh 73 million), and 
outpatients clinics (overall cost Dh 15 
million). 

Ras Al Khaimah received Dh 15.65 
million, Dh 8 million of which was 
spent on Saqr Hospital, the overall 
cost of which is Dh 90 million. 


Dh 6.9 million was spent on pro- 
jects in Umm A! Quwain. The total 
cost of these projects is Dh 97 million. 

Fujeirah’s allocation included the 
final Dh 5 million needed to complete 
the East Coast Hospital built at an 
overall cost of Dh 190 million. 











COST OF LIVING LOWEST IN DUBAYY 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 10 Jun 84 p 3 


[Text } 
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THE cost of living in Dubai is 
about 30 per cent less than in the 
rest of the country, says a report 
prepared by the Ministry of Plan- 
ning on the basis of the results of a 
nation-wide survey. 

The cost of living index for different 
regions, the report said, varied, with 
respect to various commodities, but 
taking into consideration some major 
items, including house rents, charges 
of important facilities, and cost of 
some essential commodities, Dubai 
stood out as the cheapest city. 

The survey covered foodstuff, tex- 
tiles, cars and building materials, 
besides house rents and essential ser- 
vices. The results showed that Dubai, 
was 10 to 30 per cent cheaper than 
most of the important places in other 
emirates. 

The report says that the imports of 


gold and golden jewellery in the emi-. 


rate of Dubai showed an upward 
swing during the last few years, 
despite the world-wide recession of 
the last two years. It is estimated that 
last year the value of the imports of 
golden jewellery stood at 290 million 
dirhams, compared to 221.6 million 
dirhams in the previous year. The 
quantity of the imports stood at about 
7,000 kilogrammes, compared to 
about 6,000 kg in the previous year. 
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PROTECTION SOUGHT FOR FARMERS 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 5 Jun 84 p 2 


[Article by Zafar E. Inamdar ] 


[Text] 


WITH shortfall in summer and 
surplus in winter, local farm pro- 
ducts have, over the past few 
years, shown little stability in sup- 
ply or prices. Besides, the unequal 
competition locally-produced 
vegetables face from imported 
varieties, which often come 
cheaper and better, has made 
farming an increasingly unprofit- 
able enterprise. 


However, the matter has been 
taken up in earnest at various levels. 
The Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries has made a few important 
decisions aimed at improving the situ- 
ation and helping the farmer. The pri- 
vate sector, too, has come forward 


_ with its own projects and plans, some 


of them quite ambitious, to find a solu- 
tion to the problem. 

One such project, in Sharjah’s 
Dhaid area, aims to achieve regulated 
production under controlled envi- 
ronment, guaranteeing abundant sup- 
plies of vegetables at reasonable 
prices round the year. 


In exactly one year since ‘it started’ 
commercial production, the Oasis 
Agricultural Products Company 
(OAPC) has produced 3,500 tons of 
vegetables, or roughly 10 tons per day. 
By the traditional mode of farming, 
this output would require 30 hectares 
of fertile land and an eno™nous quan- 
tity of water for irrigation. But the 
Oasis farm has achieved this high yield 
in less than four hectares of green- 
house area and by consuming less than 
250 cubic metres of water per day. 

The farm has harvested three crops 
of mainly tomatoes and cucumbers 
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during the year at an average yield of 
32 kilogrammes of tomato and 50 kg 
of cucumbers per square metre. “ With 


-special care the yield has gone up to 


even 35 and 55 kg respectively,’ said 
Mr Najeeb Abdullah Khoory, manag- 
ing director and one of the three part- 
ners of the Dh 20 million project. 

The tomatoes produced here are 
called Dombito, a superior variety 
which is a favourite in Western 
Europe. According to Mr Khoory, the 
seed of this tomato costs 250 dollars 
for an ounce, while each seed of the 
hybrid variety of cucumbers grown 
here costs 25 fils. He said the quality 
of the OAPC greenhouse products 
was far too superior to be compared 
witb that of the vegetables produced 
elsewhere in the country, end as such 
his produce were competing well with 
some quality tomatoes and cucumbers 
imported on a small scale from 
Europe. “Ours is a premium product 
and deserves a premium price,” he 
added. i 

Export of its products és not on the 
priority list of OAPC. So far the com- 
pany has exported only 40 tons of veg- 
etables to Sweden and there are no 
plans to increase this in the near 
future, Mr Khoory said. ‘‘The freight 
is too high and the quality they want is 
too expensive to produce for the profit 
they bring.” The local market and the 
AGCC countries are the main target 
and the company has launched a mar- 
ket survey to study the prospects. 
“Given the choice we would like to 
sell all our products in the local mar- 
ket,” Mr Khoory said. “ But the depre- 
ssed prices of vegetables have forced 
us to seek markets abroad.”’ 














Unprotected farmer 


The farm has contracted to supply 
two tons of cucumbers and one ton of 
tomatoes daily to some supermarkets 
in Abu Dhabi and Dubai. The rest of 
its Output is sold at the Hamariya 
wholesale market in Dubai. “*We can 
supply 10 tons of vegetables to the 
local market every day of the year if 
we get a reasonable price,’ says Mr 
Khoory. ‘This will go a long way in 
meeting the local demand and cutting 
down exports.” 

An adverse market situation and 
low returns are among the major dis- 
incentives for the local farmer, says 
Mr Khoory. ‘Ours is possibly one of 
the few countries where the farmer is 
totally unprotected from foreign 
imports,” he says. Most of the coun- 
tries exporting vegetables to the UAE 
are in fact dumping their surplus pro- 
duce here in order to maintain high 
prices in their home markets. While 
their own markets are fully protected, 
they face no restriction in flogging 
their surplus in the UAE, he said. 
‘*And vegetables produced by modern 
methods in greenhouses need special 
protection as these have an added cost 
to them.” , 

Talking about the financial implica- 
tions of producing vegetables on such 
a massive scale in greenhouses, Mr 
Khoory said, “Unless there is solid 
backing from the government there 
won't be any more projects like ouvs 
and the country will be the loser for it. 
Such projects need long-term financ- 
ing of the type available to industries. 
But lack of such support has compel- 
led us to seek finances from commer- 
cial banks which is proving very bur- 
densome.” 

He said the company was required 
to repay the entire bank loan.in five 
years whereas the farm would start 
bringing in real profits only about 10 
years after starting regular produc- 
tion. “It’s quite impossible to repay 
this huge loan and we expect the gov- 
ernment to help us out,’ Mr Khoory 
said. 

“Two years ago when we launched 
this project the market situation was 
far better, subsidies were being 
offered and there was much talk about 


the support the industrial bank would 
give to agriculture. But all that has 
changed now, and there is little hope 
of any improvement in the market 
situation unless some sort of protec- 
tion is given to us,” he said. 

The ambitious project launched two 
years ago is possibly the only one of its 
kind in the Gulf. The farm has eight 
fully quarantined greenhouses made 
of aluminium structure and asbestos 
roofing, and each covering 5,000 
square metres of irrigated fertile soil. 

The farms are irrigated by the drip 
and sprinkler systems which are centr- 
ally controlled. The water comes fil- 
tered from a covered reservoir with a 
capacity of 800 cubic metres, enough 
for three days of irrigation. The fully 
mechanised control room has facilities 
for mixing fertilisers and pesticides 
directly into the irrigation systems. 
The farm also has its own generator. 

The greenhouses are ventilated by 
the desert cooling system which con- 
sists of passing chilled water down one 
side of the house and drawing out hot 
air from inside through exhaust fans 
placed on the other side. “‘The temp- 
erature can be brought down to 18°C 
inside the house by this method,” said 
the farm manager, Mr Neicker of the 
well-known West German agro- 
consultant firm, Hensler Bowax, 
which has a three-year management 
contract with OAPC. 

The farm has so far mainly pro- 
duced tomatoes and cucumbers in 
seven of its eight greenhouses in the 
first year. Mr Khoory said, “Our 
choice of vegetable is decided by three 
factors: production time, Output per 
square metre and the market price. 
Time-wise cucumbers take only five 
weeks and tomatoes 12 to get ready 
for harvest. They give the highest yield 
and fetch comparatively good price.” 

Diversification is already planned 
for this year when the farm will grow a 
variety of ornamental plants and some 
quality vegetables like celery, Chinese 
cabbage and cauliflower on a larger 
scale. Besides, there are plans to grow 
tomatoes for export in the open fields 
outside the greenhouses. ‘We are in it 
and will do our best to make the ven- 


“ture live up to its aims,” said Mr 


Khoory, sounding a note of optimism. 
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SHIPPING REMAINS NORMAL DESPITE GULF WAR 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 4 Jun 84 p 1 


[Text ] 
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SHIPPING to the UAE remains 
unaffected by the Gulf war further 
north and both tankers and cargo 
ships are coming in according to 
schedule, say shipping sources in 
Abu Dhabi. 


Officials at Jebal Dhanna oil termi- 
nal report unchanged loading times. 

They also said there was no increase 
in activity due to a fall in oil sales from 
ports in the north of the Gulf. Jebel 
Dhanna’s activity continued as usual, 
they said. 

Leading cargo lines and shipping 
agents also report usual activity by 
lines calling on Abu Dhabi and Dubai 
from outside the Gulf. One pointed 
out that the UAE is south of the Ras 
Tanura line which runs across the Gulf 
from the Saudi oi] terminal of Ras 
Tanura a little north of Bahrain. 

This puts Ras Tanura, Bahrain, 
Qatar and the UAE south of the line 
which many shipping lines and some 
pi consider the southern limit of 

‘war zone’. 
_ A leading shipping line said that 
although their schedules continued 
unchanged the insurance premiums 
on their cargo vessels had doubled on 
the average, the rates depending on 
the different vessels’ hulls and cargo. 


121 





All sources contacted, however, 
were keenly aware of the situation 
further up the Gulf and were watching 
developments closely. Some said that 
their cargo ships were sailing without 
change in their schedules, others that 
they were only sailing at night and 
others were taking precautions like 
sailing near the Saudi shore. 

The situation for tankers going 
north is different and they are either 
avoiding the trip or only sailing when 
they know that they will have an 
empty berth waiting for them. 

This has led to tankers waiting out- 
side the Gulf where they only pay a 
0.125 per cent insurance premium at 
Khor Fakkan and Fujeirah as opposed 
to the 7.5 per cent premium for going 
to Kharg Island or Bandar Abbas. 

In spite of the dangers of sailing into 
Kharg, one shipping line representa- 
tive said that Lloyds had reported last 
week that at least seven VLCCs had 
been chartered, with four sailing to 
Kharg. : 

One shipping representative said 
that one of the factors which could put 
up the costs could be paying the sea- 
men war zone bonuses. 

This, coupled with the higher insur- 
ance premiums, will raise rates sub- 
stantially but he thought there was still 
plenty of opportunity in sailing to 
ports like Kuwait. ' 





UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


TRADE WITH BELGIUM--THE Minister of Economy and Commerce, Saif Al Jarwan, re- 
turned home yesterday from a three-nation tour which took him to Belgium, 
Cyprus and Switzerland. In a statement on arrival, Mr Jarwan said he signed 

a trade and economic cooperation agreement between the UAE and Belgium in 
Brussels. He said a joint investment cooperation would be set up and commer- 
cial exchange between the two countries would be encouraged under the agree- 
ment. The minister said that he took part in the opening of an international 
trade exhibition during his visit to Cyprus in addition to discussing ways of 
promoting commercial and economic cooperation between the two countries. He 
said the Cypriot side presented a draft economic and commercial cooperation 
agreement that would be studied by the UAE government. Mr Jarwan said that he 
took part in the meeting of the executive council of Children's Fund which was 
held in Geneva from May 25 to May 30. [Text] [Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 
2 Jun 84 p 2] 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


NEW GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION FOR EXPATRIATES ESTABLISHED 
Functions Outlined 
Sanaa AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 7 May 84 ppl, 2 


[Article: "Republic Decree to Establish and Organize Secretariat General of 
General Federation of Yemeni Expatriates"] 


[Text] Republican Decree No 19 of 1984 was issued yesterday, organizing the 
secretariat general of the General Federation of Expatriates. After the 
preamble, it stipulates the following: 


Article I. The secretariat general of the General Federation of Expatriates 
shall be established under the authority of the presidency of the republic. It 
shall have an independent budget, and its seat shall be the capital, Sanaa. 


Article II. The secretariat shall have the goal of protecting Yemeni expatriates 
abroad and offering them services both at home and abroad in cooperation with 

the state agencies concerned, in its capacity as the official complement of the 
General Federation of Yemeni Expatriates. 


To carry out its objectives, the secretariat shall undertake the following: 


a. Propose methods of protecting Yemeni expatriates abroad and seek ways to 
guarantee their protection. 


b. Strengthen the link between the expatriate and his homeland, reinforce the 
bonds of contact between the homeland and its citizens abroad, and inform the 
expatriate of all developments in various domains within the country. 


c. Defend the rights and interests of expatriates, without contradicting the 
laws of the countries in which they live. 


d. Work to solve the problems of expatriates at home and abroad in cooperation 
with the state agencies concerned. 


e. Work to unite expatriates, concentrate their efforts and develop a spirit of 


cooperation between them on the one hand and their people on the other hand, 
thereby serving both their interests and the interests of their homeland. 
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f. Study the phenomenon of expatriation, evaluate it and make a positive con- 
tribution toward drafting solutions to organize it in the light of the goals of 
the economic and social development plan and the national interests of the 
country. 


g. Work to achieve social tranquility between expatriates on the one hand and 
their families and relatives on the other hand and facilitate the provision of 
social services to them in cooperation with the state agencies concerned. 


h. Encourage expatriates to invest their money, using it in various development 
projects in the homeland to share in its building and development, and seek to 
provide facilities to encourage them in this domain. 


i. Offer cultural and educational services to expatriates and their children 
abroad through feasible cultural and artistic means and educational aids, while 
preserving the true Islamic Religion, the Arabic language, the heritage and 
national and pan-Arab purity, through cooperation with the state agencies con- 
cerned. 


j- Inform expatriates about domestic matters in all economic, social and 
political domains so that they may be ambassadors of information for their home- 
land and their people in the countries in which they live. 


k. Seek to propose feasible solutions to the economic problems expatriates 
confront within the limits of existing possibilities. 


1. Seek to benefit from the capabilities and scientific and technical expertise 
of expatriates when they return to the homeland, thereby serving the flow of 
development and construction in the country through coordination with the state 
agencies concerned. 


m. Establish and organize conferences and seminars for expatriates at home 
and abroad to discuss their problems and concerns. 


n. Create offices for them in the governorates whenever the need arises. 


Article III. The organizational structure of the secretariat of the federation 
shall be composed as follows: 


First. The secretary general, who shall be of the rank of undersecretary and 
whose appointment shall be made by republican decree, shall be responsible for 
achieving the goals of the secretariat. He shall be responsible in particular 
for supervising the secretariat of the federation and its organizational 
divisions. He shall have the powers of minister stipulated in the laws and 
regulations in force. 


The secretary general shall head an office, and its powers shall be exercised 
by decision of the secretary general. 











Second. The assistant secretary general, whose appointment and determination of 
rank shall be made by republican decree, shall represent the secretary general 
when he is absent and shall exercise all his powers. He shall assist the 
secretary general in exercising his powers, within the limits of his assignment 
Or authorization in writing. 


Third. Public Administrations 


1. The public administration of liason and social services has the following 
functions: 


a. Follow the causes and problemsof expatriates abroad and at home, discuss 
and study them and find suitable solutions in cooperation with the ministries 
and agencies concerned. 


b. Receive the complaints and reports of injustices of expatriates, classify 
them, contact the parties concerned in order to take the steps necessary and 
respond to the expatriates concerning theresults of the examination of the 
complaints and reports of injustices. 


c. Convey and develop a spirit of cooperation and social ties among expatriates 
on the one hand and between them and citizens of the homeland on the other 
hand. 


d. Prepare studies which aim at achieving social stability and tranquility among 
expatriates and the best means of protecting them and offering them services. 


e. Supervise the founding of branches of the federation and Yemeni clubs in 
countries where there are Yemeni expatriates and support existing ones morally 
and physically with a view to establishing strong Yemeni communities. 


f. Supervise elections of administrative bodies of federation branches, clubs 
and colonies of expatriates in foreigh countries. 


2. The public administration of cultural and educational services and information 
has the following functions: 


a. Explain homeland matters in all domains to expatriates and people living in 
their countries through seminars, lectures, magazines, publications, etc. and 
make the Yemeni expatriate an ambassador of information about his homeland and 
his people. 


b. Facilitate expatriates' access to culture and vary it, thereby expanding 
the scope of culture and acquainting more people with it. 


Cc. Prepare radio programs and press material with a view to serving expatriates. 
d. Offer educational services to the children of expatriates in cooperation 


with the agencies concerned in the republic and provide them with all possible 
educational and study aids. 
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e. Publish the monthly magazine AL-WATAN and write articles about expatriate 
affairs in local newspapers. 


f. Seek to convey the facts and achievements of the homeland to expatriates 
through the information media. 


g. Provide federation branches, clubs and colonies with local newspapers, maga- 
zines, books and films. 


h. Follow the activities of federation branches, clubs and colonies of expa- 
triates in countries abroad and publicize their news in magazines and other 
information media. 


i. Coordinate with the agencies concerned in publicizing and promoting tourist 
projects in the country, through photographs, films and tourist publications. 


3. The general administration for economic and investment services have the 
following functions: 


a. Study the state economic development plan to determine the fields in which 
expatriates can make a contribution. 


b. Inform federation branches, clubs and colonies about studies concerning 
the economic benefits of projects and fields of investment in which expatriates 
can participate. 


c. Encourage and direct expatriates in investing their money and using it in 
various development projects in the republic to contribute toward building and 
developing the homeland. 


d. Contact the agencies concerned to facilitate investment by expatriates in 
the various domains of industry, agriculture and commerce. 


e. Propose incentives to be granted Yemeni expatriates who invest their money 
in the country and seek to provide significant facilities for them in domestic 
banks. 


4. The general administration for financial and administrative affairs has the 
following functions: 


a. Propose plans and programs which aim at more efficient management in the 
general secretariat and follow up on the execution of plans and programs once 
they have been approved. 


b. Prepare the draft budget of the secretariat general of the federation and 
draft final accounting and bookkeeping, in accordance with the laws, rules and 
regulations in force. 


c. Determine the secretariat general's manpower needs in quantity, quality and 
rank and take measures to meet these needs and apply all laws, resolutions, rules 
and directives issued in connection with matters of employment. 
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d. Determine the needs of the secretariat general with regard to equipment, 
material, furniture, and office machines, purchase and furnish them and take 
measures to store and disburse them in accordance with the rules and regulations 
issued in this regard. 


e. Supervise activities concerning employees' affairs and apply laws, reso- 
lutions and rules issued with regard to them. 


f. Maintain library inventories, outgoing and incoming, and monitor measures 
to circulate and preserve them in accordance with the regulations established 
in this regard. 


g. Carry out work of the secretariat and internal services. 


Article IV. The secretary general shall issue decrees organizing in detail 
divisions of the secretariat generalof the federation of expatriates down to 
the lowest level and shall explain the jurisdiction of all divisions within the 
framework of the organizational structure and the powers appearing in this 
resolution, after consulting the Ministry of Civil Service and Administrative 
Reform. 


Article V. This resolution shall become effective upon the date it is issued. 
It shall be published in the OFFICIAL GAZETTE. It was issued in the republican 
palace in Sanaa on 6 May 1984. 


Col 'Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, president of the Republic, supreme commander of the 
Armed Forces and secretary general of the General People's Congress. 


"Abd-al-'Aziz 'Abd-al-Ghani, Prime Minister and member of the Permanent Com- 
mittee. 


Secretary General of Organization 
Sanaa AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 7 May 84 p l 


[Article: ‘Ali Ahmad al-Hirazi, Secretary General of the Secretariat General 
of the General Federation of Expatriates"] 


[Text] Yesterday Decree of the president of the republic No 20 of 1984 was 
issued. After the preamble, it stipulated the following: 


Article I. ‘Ali Ahmad al-Hirazi is hereby appointed secretary general of the 
general secretariat of the General Federation of Expatriates. 


Article II. This decree shall become effective upon the date it is issued and 
shall be published in the OFFICIAL GAZETTE. It was issued in the republican 
palace in Sanaa on 6 May 1984. 


Col 'Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, president of the Republic, supreme commander of the 
Armed Forces and secretary general of the General People's Congress. 


7811 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


TIHAMAH OIL PRODUCTION AGREEMENT SIGNED 
Sanaa AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 1 May 84 pp l, 2 


{[Article: "Leader President Issues Law Ratifying Agreement To Share in Oil 
Production in Tihamah with British Company"] 


[Text] Col 'Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, president of the Republic, supreme commander 

of the Armed Forces and secretary general of the General People's Congress, has 
issued Law No 5 of 1984 ratifying the agreement to participate in oil production 
in the region of Tihamah between the government of the Yemen Arab Republic and 
the British oil company, BP. The following is the text of the law: 


In the name of the people, 
The president of the republic, after examining 


The permanent constitution and the constitutional proclamation issued 6 February 
1978 forming the people's constituent assembly and amended by the constitutional 
proclamation issued 17 April 1978, 


The constitutional proclamation issued 22 April 1978 carrying out the resolution 
of the people's constituent assembly defining the form of the presidency of the 
nation, its jurisdiction and term of office, 


The constitutional proclamation issued 8 May 1979 amending certain provisions 

ot previous constitutional proclamations regarding the people's assembly, expan- 
Sion of its jurisdiction and an increase in its membership, and after approval 
of the cabinet, 


The people's constituent assembly has established the following law, the text 
of which we have approved and issued: 


Article I. It approves the agreement to participate in oil production in the 
Tihamah region dated 15 December 1983, appended to this law and concluded between 
the government of the Yemen Arab Republic and the British company, British 
Petroleum. 


Article II. This law shall become effective upon the date it is issued and 
shall be published in the official gazette. 
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It was issued in the republican palace in Sanaa 1 May 1984. 


Col ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih 

President of the Republic 

Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces 

Secretary General of the General People's Congress 


The president of the republic, after examining 


The agreement dated 15 December 1983 concluded between the government of the 
Yemen Arab Republic and the British company British Petroleum, to participate 
in oil production in the Tihamah region, 


The records and documents pertaining to all the necessary constitutional mea- 
sures for approval of this agreement by the executive and legislative powers 
in accordance with the constitution of the Yemen Arab Republic, 


We have issued Law No 5 of 1984 approving the above-mentioned agreement. 


On the basis of mutual confidence between the parties of this agreement and our 
total belief in the excellent results and solid cooperation resulting from 
implementation of this agreement, 


We declare our final approval and ratification of the above-mentioned agreement 
and our commitment to all of its provisions. 


On the basis of this, we record our signature on this document beside the 
official state seal as witness of the preceding. 


Recorded in the presidency of the republic in Sanaa 1 May 1984. 


Col ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, 

President of the Republic 

Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces 

Secretary General of the General People's Congress 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


BIDS ACCEPTED FOR EARTHQUAKE RECONSTRUCTION 
Sanaa AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 25 Apr 84 p 3 
[Article by Riyad Shamsan: "Reconstruction in Dhamar Governorate Begins"] 


[Text] Thus promises have become tangible facts. Last May the leader president 
secretary general of the General People's Congress, Col ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, 
inaugurated reconstruction of the areas damaged by the earthquake in Dhamar 
Governorate. Today we both see and feel the concern of the political leader- 
ship for our brothers who have suffered damage and the gigantic efforts the 
executive office has made to reconstruct areas damaged by the earthquake. It 

has drafted a reconstruction work program and has sought to get ahead of schedule 
in implementing this program, in view of the conditions of citizens in the 
afflicted areas. 


At the ministry of municipalities and housing yesterday, Tuesday, Minister of 
Municipalities and Housing and Executive Bureau Director Ahmad Luqman signed 

documents implementing 9 out of a total of 14 awards of contracts on bids for 
reconstruction of the areas suffering from earthquake damage. The bid awards 
are as follows: 


a. Bid No 5 for 76,536,867 riyals. 

b. Bid No 6 for 76,539,172 riyals. 

c. Bid No 10 for 53,160,000 riyals. 

ad. Bid No 12 for 29,572,401 riyals. 

The total value of these four contracts is 235,808,450 riyals. Our government 
finances these bid awards by its participation and with all donations deposited 
in Account No 801 for reconstruction of areas afflicted by tae earthquake. 

The minister of municipalities and housing and director of the executive 

bureau signed two bid award contracts, No 8 and No 13, on behalf of the Kuwaiti 
Fund for Arab Economic Development. They amount to a total of 68,316,842 riyals. 


Kuwait is contributing financing of $10 million and the Sultanate of Oman, $5 
million. The signing ceremonies were attended by the engineering expert and 
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head of the technical team from the Kuwaiti Fund, Eng ‘Ali Zayn-al-'Abidayn 
Hasan. Bids No 2, No 3 and No 5, worth 198,347,050 riyals, will be financed by 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. They were signed by Eng Muhammad al-Musa, director 
general of the bureau of Saudi projects in Yemen. The signing ceremonies were 
attended by the minister of municipalities and housing and director of the 
executive bureau and the Saudi ambassador to Sanaa. 


The total value of the nine bids is 502,472,340 riyals. The signing ceremonies 
were attended by Eng Jamal Muhammad 'Abduh, deputy director of the executive 
bureau; Eng Muhammad Muhammad al-Tayyib, undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Municipalities and Housing; Eng Muhsin al-Hamdani, undersecretary of the Ministry 
of Public Works; and a number of officials of the executive bureau. It is 
noteworthy that the companies implementing these bid awards are both Yemeni and 
foreign. Eng Jamal Muhammad ‘Abduh told the correspondent of AL-THAWRAH that 
the signing of the remaining five bid awards will take place in the next few 
days. As for the companies with which bid award contracts have already been 
Signed, they will be given a specific time period in which to furnish their 
equipment and labor, and implementation will begin soon. 


In conclusion, Eng Jamal Muhammad '‘Abduh said, "Thanks to the concern of the 
political leadership under the leader president, the secretary general, the 
construction program is progressing according to plan and, God willing, we will 
complete all construction work by the end of 1985." 


7811 
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IRAN 


IRANIAN PAPER INTERVIEWS PRAYERS CONGRESS GUEST 
GF201360 Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 10 May 84 p 3 


[Text] A continued victorious administration of Islamic Iran will signify an 
eventual triumph of all Muslim nations and failure of such once in a lifetime 
upheaval will be tantamount to defeat of present Muslim world if the followers 
of genuine Islam failed to react now in advancing the Islamic Republic's fight 
on behalf of all Muslims, said one of a number of guests who talked to TEHRAN 
TIMES at the ongoing global Friday prayers congress but preferred not to be 
identified by name. 


Over 80 percent world Muslims wholeheartedly supported Isalmic revolution in 
Iran as their greatest inspiration for recapturing their lost strength, he told 
our reporters. 


The followers of Islam everywhere must therefore support Islamic Iran to make it 
a long-term success with all their might, he said. 


The guest said, "Everybody is conscious that if this revolution succeeded, 
Muslims will eventually reign the whole universe. If it failed, every Muslim 
has failed." 


"It will, then, be a great loss for everyone," he told our reporter. 


Of course, he continued, an insignificant minority of Muslims abroad do oppose 
the revolution as might be the case with a handful of Muslims in Iran. "But, 
generally, Islamic Iran enjoys overwhelming support everywhere," he added. 


The visitor said superpowers may come and depart after oppressing other nations 
for awhile but the just and noble philosophy of Islam remained forever as a 
permanent force to reckon with at all times. 


"Even the superpowers realize this fact and were always aware of the strength 
of Islam," he said. "The big powers rightly believe that this divine religion 
has the power to take root" wherever it went. 


Talking on American society, the participant said that "one does not find any 


great hint of ‘humanity’ in the United States where ‘almost everybody' needs 
peace of mind." 
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He said that's why the number of Muslims in U.S. was on the rise. '"Many of our 
brothers have embraced Islam. They keep coming to Islam in increasing number 
of groups." 


"If we preach well, the number of Muslims in America will keep on multiplying," 
the guest at the global congress in Isteqlal Hotel added. 


He told us he had widely travelled to Muslim countries including the Middle 
East states--"I know the Arab state politics of regional Arab rulers pretty 
well?--and told the TEHRAN TIMES of a tremendous impact the Islamic revolution 
had on other Muslim countries. 


"Before the revolution in 1979, nobody would even think about Islam," he said. 
He implied that Muslims have now begun to realize the wider responsibilities 
they carry as Muslims in reforming societies indifferent to fellow human beings 
and religion. 


He said questions are now playing the mind of Muslims such as "Who am I?" and 
"what is my role in life?" 


"Believe me, when I board a plane, I observe one or two Muslims talking and 
pondering on the situation of Islam and Muslims in the world," he added. 


"There is awareness in the whole world and such is the miracle of Islamic 
Republic of Iran," the visitor declared. 


Talking on Muslims in Canada, he said of a total 24 million populace, over 
200,000 or a little over 1 percent were Muslims of which 60,000 lived in 
Toronto. 


He added although the CIA had publicly tried under a false guise of Islam to 
separate Sunnis and Shi'ites by publishing a book through a Sunni source there, 
the two sects lived together in peaceful harmony. 


"Such gatherings are very important but, I personally believe, only having them 
is not positive enough. It must go beyond that. Muslims must reap active re- 
wards out of these meetings.’ 


The participants hoped the summit will have its concrete effect on the world 
scene in nearest future when delegates returned to their respective countries 
and delivered the Islamic message of freedom and solidarity among Muslims. 


Western media has said Soviet statisticians are worried at unconquerable Islamic 
spirit of Muslims in Soviet Union. In America itself, dozens of non-Muslims are 


entering the fold of Islam each day. 


He quoted media sources as saying "every 3d child (born) in Soviet Russia is 
going to be a Muslim by the year 2000 A.D." 


CSO: 4600/623 
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IRAN 


IRANIAN PAPER COMMENTS ON TUDEH PARTY 
GF172000 Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 9 May 84 p 1 


[Text] A seasoned communist who had a 42-year history of being a member of 
Iranian Communist Party (Tudeh) says that the Soviet Union hatched so many 
plots against the Iranian nation that the Iranians are justified to chant 
slogans such as "Death to the Soviets." 


The 67-year old ideologue of communism expressed his opinion yesterday evening 
when he appeared on the Iranian television during the last and second part of 
his public confessions. 


He was arrested almost 1 year ago along with other "comrades" by the security 
authorities of the country on charges of spying for the Soviet Union. 


Excerpt from his statement: "As I mentioned in the previous program, owing to 
the effects of a recent brain stroke I am not able to talk in an orderly and 
fluent way. That is why I read what I have prepared on the subject. 


"IT however, have prepared my criticism of Marxism in the form of a book which 
shall soon be published. 


"But here I would like to briefly discuss the issue of revolution from the 
points of view of Marx and Lenin. Marx had foreseen the emergence of the 
revolution in Western Europe countries saying that a lasting and victorious 
revolution is possible in developing countries before revolution in advanced 
European countries. 


"In the last decades of the 19th century, Marx had predicted the lapse of 
some 50 years before a revolution could take place. This prediction, however, 
never came true. Later Lenin began his revolution in the east of Europe. 
While Marx had said that revolution was possible in societies with weak capi- 
talist circles, Lenin held that revolution could be brought about by an 
organized small-sized party which activates clandestinely and overthrows the 
government. 


"There principles later shaped the principles of communist parties. There is 
of course a big difference between the two views. In spite of Lenin's success, 
the revolution, his revolution, born in a country that had not yet developed to 
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an advanced country, brought about great deficiencies for socialism, thus casting 
doubt on the very future of the school. Lenin's revolution could not escape the 
deficiencies of what led to the formation of a grand government. The most out- 
standing result of this was coming to power of Stalin who committed many big 
crimes in and out of Russia during his 30-year long reign. 





Coming to the issue of ethics in Russia, a foreign viewer is instantly shocked by 
the moral degradation in Russia. Sexual promiscuity is to the extent that has 
jeopardized family life leading many to divorce. In contrast to Russia the 
successful experience in Iran proved that religious supervision has a great 
impact in boosting social decency and piety. It is only in religion that one 
feels there a power, an impotent power watching him and who shall take him and 
who shall take him to account for his deeds. This feeling has led to a unique 
voluntary self-restriction among people. Without taking into consideration the 
momentum of religion, one will not be able to explain the piety and decency now 
ruling the Islamic community of Iran. 


"However, the total resemblance of the life-style in the capitalist West 
socialist and east is stunning. It was expected of the socialist Russia to 
observe social ethics but this was never met and the concept of socialist 
ethics proved a fantasy. 


"Regarding the difference in view as to the revolution between Islam and 
Marxism there happened to take place two events in the region that can bring 
this issue to light--the Islamic Revolution of Iran and the Marxist coup in 
Afghanistan. 


"In Iran, the shah and his imperialist supporters were severely under criticism 
by the people. The bulk of the opposition was made of Muslim revolutionaries 
many of whom were chased, tortured and killed by the shah's notorious secret 
service. In addition to this spectre, there were also liberal and communists 
among elements in the opposition. The Tudeh Party was then active abroad. 

With the emergence of the Islamic Revolution, not a long time passed before it 
was noted by all that Muslim revolutionaries led by Imam Khomeyni enjoyed great 
support among the people. The Muslim people though unarmed, continued their 
struggle in spite of all the hardships until they eventually toppled the shah's 
regime. They then returned to the country and the victorious revolution began 
its constructive activities. 


"The liberals and communists were gradually unmasked. They were but elements 
that caused differences and confrontations within the revolution and did not 
contribute to the Islamic Revolution. Thus, it can be expressly said, that the 
Islamic Revolution was an absolutely popular revolution which won its struggle 
through an unprecedented unity of people under the banner of Islam and the 
leadership of imam and in the name of martyrdom and sacrifice. 


What about Afghanistan? The people played no role in the so-called revolution 
which was indeed but a military coup set by the Communist Party. Soon after 
their victory the two sections of the Afghan Communist Party namely the Parcham 
and Khalq wings began taking hostile postures towards one another. They both 
were bound to one foreign power but were rivals inside the country. At first 
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the Parcham group was forced to leave office but they returned, along with the 
Soviet Army of course, in a second coup. The Khalq Party was then forced to 
step down ending in the killing of their leader Hafizullah Amin. This develop- 
ment marks a minority current that commanded no stature and influence and thus 
created a great problem for itself and its foreign mentor. 


The Afghan coup, however faced strong opposition from Muslim revolutionaries 
right from the beginning. 


"The Marxist ideology which was imposed by a minority group upon Afghan society 
is now facing a severe dilemma in there. 


The tension in Afghanistan will not meet with a solution easily. A comparison 
between Iran's Islamic Revolution and Afghanistan's Marxist coup will totally 
reject the Marxist ideology which mainly rests on force and denies spiritualism. 


Marxism's dogmatic concept of history: "The Marxist ideology divides man's 
history into five periods: Primitive society, slavery, feudalism, capitalism 

and socialism. The coming of socialism at the end of this historical division 
seems to inculcate that socialism is the final destination of man. This division, 
however, is not true and is indicative of the dogmatic way the Marxists analyse 
the history of various countries including that of Iran. In his book "Islam in 
Iran,'' the Russian writer, Petroshevsky discussed Islam in Iran until the 9th 
Heijra century. [Lunar calendar] 


Petroshevsky's lack of knowledge in the realm of Islamic science and culture, 
following on the views of Islamologists who were antagonistic toward Islam, 
imposition of historical materialism on historical events, and his total 
failure to appreciate the Islamic and Shi'ite spirit only led the Russian author 
to depict an unrealistic visage of Islam in our country. In his book, "Iran 

in Ancient Times," the same writer speaks of Zakat (Islamic tax or poor due), 
fasting and praying and Hajj as among the principles of Islam and this is a 
blatant mistake. How can a person who does not even know the principles of 
Islam discuss Islam? Another Russian writer Ivanov in a book titled "The Modern 
History of Iran" also committed great mistakes in judging the historical events 
of Iran. He has gone to the extent that he even has condemned the revolutionary 
Muslim Mirza Kuchak Khan while this noble man (Khan) dedicated his to defending 
independence, Islam and opposition to Monarchy and colonialism. 


He even on one occasion praises the father of the ex-shah, Reza Khan, while as 
a reactionary he condemns the great martyr Seyyed Hasan Modarres who lost his 
life in his struggle against the dictatorial regime of Reza Khan. 


The fear of the West and East of the Islamic Revolution: ''The degree in which 
both the people and the officials of the Islamic Republic défend the Islamic 
Revolution is unique and unprecedented. 


"The principles of the Islamic Republic such as the leadership of Muslim juris- 
prudents, Islamic Consultative Assembly, struggle against colonial powers, support 
for the deprived, no West nor East policy, have all been backed by the unanimous 
votes of the people. The invincibility of the Islamic Republic lies in the 

close relation of the imam and the people. 
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According to its "North West or East" policy the Islamic Republic is fighting 
against the influence of both superpowers in Israel, Lebanon, Iraq and Afghanis- 
tan. It is at the same time fighting the armed-to-the teeth regime of Iraq 
which receives all kinds of Russian armaments for missile and air raids on 
numerous Iranian cities and residential areas. While Russia had adopted a 
superficial impartiality towards the Iran-Iraq War in the begining it gradually 
chose to take sides with the Ba’athist regime against Iran. Russia, however, 
has no reputation and face among the people especially since the time it dis- 
patched its army to Afghanistan. Its forces are now fighting the Muslim revolu- 
tionary forces in Afghanistan for long years. This policy has been condemned 
even by those who are not opposed to Russia at an international level." 


CSO: 4600/626 
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IRAN 


IRAN CLANDESTINE REPORTS ON POWER SHORTAGES, DROUGHT 
GF181027 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian 1330 GMT 17 Jun 84 


[Excerpt] The energy minister, Ghafuri-Fard, officially announced that Iran 
is undergoing a drought and the government is incapable of supplying power and 
water to the people of Iran. Without the least bit of shame, the energy 
minister stressed that the government is not capabie of supplying the public 
needs and that power and water in the major parts of the country will be (?a 
scarce commodity) in the forthcoming months. 


Ghafuri-fard, who was replying to questions in a press conference held as a 
result of repeated national blackout occurring recently, confessed that the 
power generation facilities no longer are capable of supplying domestic need 
and that the construction of new facilities, the contracts for which were 
signed during the reign of the shah, are going forward slowly and there is 
little hope of their completion. 





GHAFURI-FARD, who was speaking on behalf of the abominable government of Mir- 
Hoseyn Musavi, revealed that the regime has no way of obtaining the spare parts 
needed by the power stations and that foreign companies refuse to sell the 
regime such parts. According to the remarks by the minister of energy, since 
the establishments of the Khomeyni regime to date, the government has taken 

no steps to construct new power stations and the contracts on power stations 
are those which were signed during the reign of the late shah and the Islamic 
regime is currently even facing problems in their construction. 


The minister of energy did not given any guarantees about the future of the 
water and power in Iran and clearly stated that the government is not capable 

of doing anything and that supplying water to the people of Tehran and southern 
Iran, who are currently suffering from 50 degrees heat, is no longer an easy 
task. The minister of the bankrupt and stuck regime of Khomeyni not only did 
not mention any government plans, actions and scenarios for dealing with this 
great calamity, but in fact promised that the water and power supply to con- 
sumers whose use is deemed excessive will be cut by the government! Ghafuri- 
Fard said: A book has been published by the prime minister's office in relation 
to drought in Iran and this is going to advise people on how to fight droughts! 
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Following these remarks a wave of fear and concern has engulfed the people of 
the country. According to reports which we received by telephone this morning, 
a wave of concern has engulfed clerical centers of Mashhad and Qom and they have 
stressed that the occurrence of the drought and the cuts in water and power, 
which is increasing the danger of Iran's (division), corruption, and the 
destruction of the country are a sign of the Lord's anger against a cruel and 
infidel regime which has sunk in blood, decadence and corruption up to its 

neck. It was said that during the mourning period in Ramadan (?Um al-Yazid) 
prayers will be said in the city of Mashhad. 


With respect to the issue of water, the most vital public issue, Ghafuri-Fard 
stated that the water supply in the reservoirs of the dams is very low and as 
a result, the production of power in large dams has ceased. He revealed that 
the tides of the Caspian Sea have inflicted damages on the main national power 
Station but did not explain what the damned and cursed government of Ayatollah 
Khomeyni is going to do to repair these damages. 


According to reports by nationalist sources, the employees of the water and 
power industry, who had their fill of the inabilities and incapabilities of the 
government of Islam and who are deeply saddened by this immense national 
calamity, consider the government and the Majlis responsible for the present 
Situation and that they are overcome by anger and hatred for the regime which 
is playing with the interests of a nation in such a manner. The report by 
nationalist sources states that the spirit of unrest and agitation has over- 
shadowed TAVANIR [National Power Company] and the Energy Ministry and the voice 
of objections to the ruling regime can be heard in every part of the water and 
power industry. After the government decision to cut power and water to houses 
under the pretext of excessive use, the employees of the Ministry of Energy have 
warned the government that should this inhuman, antinationalist act which en- 
dangers the life of thousands of families goes into effect they then will not 
stop at any countermeasure. The energy minister, Ghafuri-Fard, in his press 
conference asked the ministry and TAVANIR employees to avoid such actions even 
though this painful condition has arisen and to continue cooperating with the 
government. 


An employee of the Ministry of Energy in a conversation with nationalist sources 
has stressed that the guilt for all these problems lies with the government. He 
Stated that since the start of the revolution they had repeatedly advised the 
officials of Energy Ministry about the irreversible calamity should alternative 
sources for water and power not be found. He added that even though they asked 
the energy minister to participate in an open Majlis session last year to bring 
the calamitious situation last year but not only he did nothing about this he 
went and did things to ensure his continued post in the Energy Ministry. Accord- 
ing to this ministry of energy expert, the level of power production has been 
going down each year since the establishment of the regime of the mullahs and 
even though they advised the mullahs of the dangers of the situation in due time 
they--busy with Komail prayers, purchase of arms from smugglers, Friday prayers, 
show funerals and gathering of wealth--ignored all these warnings and did not 
pay the least bit of attention to them. According to this expert, the drop in 
water ievel in the large dams is not just resulting in the reduction in pro- 
duction of power, the other danger is destruction of agriculture in areas whose 
sole source of supply is such water. 
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According to nationalist sources the rate of livestock deaths, in the southern 
part of the country is currently immense and that villages and towns are facing 
famine. Repeated blackouts in the southern cities of the country have made 
life so miserable for citizens that they can no longer stand it and as a result 
dozens of new refugees are added to large cities such as Shiraz daily. 


If the water and power cuts in Bandar ‘abbas, Bushehr, and Bandar-e Lengeh 
continues, people will be forced to leave. 
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IRAN 


CONSTRUCTION JIHAD MINISTER ON VILLAGE PROBLEMS 
LD151835 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 15 Jun 84 


[Text] In today's Friday prayers ceremony, before the speech by the country's 
prosecutor general, Minister of Construction Jihad Namdar-Zanganeh also gave 
a speech on the occasion of construction Jihad Week. 


Reviewing the situation in the villages under the present conditions, the 
minister of construction Jihad referred to various activities that have been 
carried out in order to help the villages since the revolution and said: 
However, the reason that despite all these efforts the amount of agricultural 
products has not increased as expected and that despite all these efforts the 
migration of villagers to cities has not stopped and has not even decreased-- 
the main reason for this is the imbalance that exists in the profitability of 
various economic sectors despite the close ties between the issue of agri- 
culture and villages and the close relationship between the country's economic 
independence and the prosperity of the villages. 


The minister of construction Jihad added: In fact, the income that the farmers 
receive as the result of their agricultural activities does not correspond with 
income in other sectors. This is why the villagers, despite their personal 
wishes, are forced to go to towns, to leave productivity and to join the ranks 
of the consumers. He enumerated various measures necessary in order to increase 
villagers’ incomes and emphasized that on the whole one cannot deal with the 
issue of villages without paying attention to the issue of towns. 


He added: The villages constitute the second front in our war against America 
and in view of their importance in national self-sufficiency, simultaneously 
and alongside the war, we should engage in production with a general and popu- 
lar mobilization. Mr Namdar-Zanganeh emphasized: Working toward production is 
a vital principle today and is a service for the revolution. The government 
should provide the means for those who wish to work in agriculture to have the 
opportunity to use their capital in agriculture and to increase production. 


He expressed the hope that with the construction Jihad and the government's 
efforts and with the assistance of the Majlis we will have prosperous villages 
side by side with quiet and productive cities. Finally he talked about the 
important role of the construction Jihad in engineering works in the battle- 
fronts by referring to a few instances. 


CSO: 4640/297 
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CLANDESTINE RADIO URGES PEOPLE TO IGNORE REGIME ORDERS 
GF161632 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian 1500 GMT 16 Jun 84 


[Text] Dear compatriots, a young Iranian woman who was wearing thin stockings 
was arrested by guards and transferred to Tehran's Central Committee. In 

that place her feet were placed within a sack which contained mice and roaches. 
The heartless guards did not pay any attention to the cries of the young woman, 
whose feet were being nibbled by the roaches and mice, and laughed at her 
begging until the young woman fainted. Currently she is in a mental asylum in 
Tehran as a result of this experience. 


The leaders of the animalistic so-called Islamic regime have also announced 
that the committees for promotion of virtue and prevention of vice and units 
to stop corruption have been established all over northern Iran in order to 
scare the people away from taking trips to the north and using the Caspian Sea 
in summer when the people of the world escape the heat by going to the seaside 
or areas with a good climate. 


Under these circumstances the regime has again raised the issue of Khomeyni's 
eight commandments in order to reduce unrest and the complaints of the popu- 
lation against the regime's harshness. The mullahs, who are (?rolling) in 
their Islamic corruption and decadence, will never be able to stop the people 
of Iran from going to the Caspian Sea! The Islam of Khomeyni and his mullahs 
is an Islam full of corruption and decadence and has no similarities with 
Mohammad's Islam. Khomeyni's eight commandments were solely a safety valve 
for the anti-nationalist so-called Islamic regime. We advise the dear compat- 
riots to increase their unity and support for each other and to maintain their 
own freedom of action, irrespective of the orders of the mullah's dictatorship 
and the murdering guards and try to maintain the tension of struggle against 
the totally corrupt, anti-nationalist and Iran-destroying regime of the 
mullahs. 


CSO: 4640/298 
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OIL DISCOUNT OFFER TO JAPAN REPORTED 





Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English Vol 8 No 14, 4 Jun 84 p 4 


[Text ] 


Iran, in an effort to consolidate its commercial relations 
with Tokyo and counteract the rising cost of sending 
tankers to the northern Gulf, has offered Japan 
discounts of up to $2.50 a barrel. However, reports 
from the Japanese capital last week suggested that the 
discount would be insufficient to mitigate high 
insurance premiums, and trading companies were 
asking for $3 a barrel or more. 


Japan is coming under strong pressure from both 
Iraq and Iran to maintain trading ties at the expense of 
the other. Iraq is reported to have threatened to sever 
trading links with Japan, but so long as the volume of 
trade with Iran surpasses that with Iraq, the threat is 
not expected to influence Japan’‘s oil-import policy. 


Far more important is the risk of attack on vessels 
plying to and from Kharg Island. Japan, which was 
lifting about 200,000 b/d from Iran, suspended sailings 
into the northern Gulf on May 26 and is reported to be 
turning to other suppliers in the region, particularly 
Saudi Arabia and Egypt. 


Japan is undertood to have increased its strategic 
oil reserves since the last emergency, when Iran 
threatened to blockade the Strait of Hormuz. 


The Japanese prime minister was also expected to 
raise the issue of improved emergency cooperative 
measures to maintain oil supplies to member-states of 
the International Energy Agency at the London 
economic conference of heads of government. 


CSO: 4600/621 
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OIL POLICY OUTLINED BY PETROLEUM MINISTER 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 7 Jun 84 p 2 


[Text ] 


TEHRAN, (IRNA) 
— Oil Minister Mohammad 
Gharazi in an address to the 
professors and students of 
the faculty of economics at 
Tehran University Monday 
morning, explained the oil 
policies of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. 

He said that prior to the 
victory of the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution of Iran, interna- 
tional oil production and con- 
sumption, excluding the 
Communist countries, was 
about 55-60 million barrels 

r day and the price of each 

arrel of oil in 1979 was 
‘about $12. However, after 
the victory of the revolution 
the price rose to $40 a barrel. 
harazi oted that prior to 

the victory of the revolution 
Iran was supplying some ten 
percent of the world’s oil 
needs. After the victory of 
the revolution it played a 
major role in, deciding oil 
prices. As a result Iran was 
able to increase the price of 
oil by some $25 a barrel over 
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a period of two years. 

Further in his speech, he 
added that the rise in oil price 
and decline in its supply 
prompted the western world 
to find ways to counter the 
situation. To this end they 
decided to decrease their oil 
consumption which fell from 
55-60 million barrels 9 day to 
about 40-45 million barrels in 
1982-83. OPEC production 
fell to 17 million barrels from 
23 million a day. 

The western world attemp- 
ted to control the oil produc- 
tion level to suit its needs. It 
induced Saudi Arabia to 
increase its production. Two 
years after the victory of the 


Islamic Revolution the daily 


Saudi oil production reached 
11 million barrels, as a result 
of which the balance between 
demand and supply in the oil 
market was upset, paving the 
way for a decline in price and 
also preventing the sale of 
Iranian oil. 

The increased production, 
he continued, enabled the 
West to improve its oil stock 
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piles. 

With the efforts of certain 
members of OPEC against 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Gharazi said that when oil 
production and price were 
stabilized to a certain degree, 
some members violated the 
ceiling production level set 
4 OPEC and also decreased 
the price of their oil. The 
idea was to prevent the 
Islamic Republic of Iran from 
selling its oil. However, in all 
these attempts, these plots 
were thwarted, he said. 

As a result of the situation, 
the price of oil fell to $29 
from the previous $34 a 
barrel, and the oil companies 
of the big powers benefited 
from the situation. 

Summing up the oil policy 
of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, hc said that it aimed at 
protecting the economic 
independence of the country 
and using the large oil 
reserves for increasing 
domestic industrial produc- 
tion. 
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CLASHES IN TABRIZ--The bold and courageous people of Tabriz have once again 
shaken the Khomeyni government. Nationalist elements report that on Saturday 
the people of Tabriz held massive demonstrations demanding the end of the 
present regime and the restitution of the Shapur Bakhtiar government. Revolu- 
tion guards rushed to the scene and fired in the air, but the disgusted and 
heroic people of Tabriz stubbornly continued their protest demonstrations and 
refused to budge from the Tabriz railyard. Reports reaching here state that a 
group of guards who seemed to sympathize with the people warned their associates 
against to sympathize with the people warned their associates against fighting 
with the people and took them away from the scene of demonstrations. This is 
the second demonstration by the people of Tabriz in the past few days. [Summary 
from poor reception] [GF181720 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian 1330 GMT 18 
Jun 84] 


RAFSANJANI'S RELATIVE ARRESTED--A close relative of Mullah Akbar Rafsanjani 

was arrested by the honorable officials of Kerman police for being involved 

in dealing drugs. This drug smuggler, who is called Hashemi-Rafsanjani, was 
arrested along with 17 other people involved in drugs in Kerman and detained. 
However, immediately after the influence of his relative Akbar Rafsanjani was 
applied, he was freed from Kerman prison. The clandestine radio of Free Voice 
of Iran has many times informed the gracious countrymen that the drug market 

in Iran is under supervision of the influential mullahs of Khomeyni's regime 
and is managed by the relatives and contacts of the mullahs. [Text] [GF161350 
(Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian 1500 GMT 14 Jun 84] 


ARREST OF GUARDS--A report from Kerman notes that after many complaints made 
by the people of this province, two guards, named Iranmanesh and A'lizadeh, 
and a member of the Islamic Health Society of Kerman, who were taking money 
from people were arrested in Tehran by the officials of Tehran police. Their 
charges were threatening and frightening groups of people in Kerman and taking 
money from them. The same report says that after the excertion of influence 
at the highest level of mullahs' regime, the detainees were immediately freed 
from the temporary prison of Tehran police. According to the same report, 
after their release they returned to Kerman and this was the cause for objec- 
tions by the people of this area. The release of these individuals who were 
taking money from the people has caused a conflict between the honorable 
officers and the country's policemen. [Text] [GF161346 (Clandestine) Free 
Voice of Iran in Persian 1500 GMT 14 Jun 84] 
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TRIBAL DEMONSTRATIONS--Tribal women in the Firuzabad District held demonstra- 
tions demanding the release of their relatives from Islamic prisons. Accord- 
ing to reports received, the demonstrating tribeswomen met armed guards who 
fired on the women, wounding some. Following these demonstrations, the guards 
arrested some of the tribeswomen on charges of participation in antigovernment 
protests. The tribal demonstrators who were being arrested by the elements 

of the Khomeyni regime said: Khomeyni had promised that in Iran there would 
be every kind of freedom. Khomeyni also came to power because of similar 


demonstrations by the people. [Text] [GF181718 (Clandestine) Free Voice of 
Iran in Persian 1500 GMT 18 Jun 84] 


CLASHES IN TEHRAN--The campaign initiated by the tyrannized Iranians against 
the Khomeyni regime is daily assuming wider dimensions and will continue until 
the deracination of this corrupt government. The latest reports from the 
Radio Nejat-e Iran correspondent on unrest in Tehran say that in the Shahyad 
Square, Shahanshahi Park, and Argentine Square, sanguinary clashes have taken 
place between the disgusted people and the armed guards of the regime. Accord- 
ing to our correspondent, these clashes (?began) when some of the guards 
attempted to arrest some pedestrians on the pretext that they had broken the 
fast too early. However, despite the fact that the guards were armed, the 
people put up a stiff resistance. The Khomeyni guards had to resort to firing 
in the air and the unhappy strugglers were successful in leaving the scene of 
the incident. We have not received any reports of casualties in these clashes 
at the Shahyad Square, Shahanshai Park, and the Argentine Square. [Text] 
[GF220743 (Clandestine) Radio Nejat-e Iran in Persian 1630 GMT 21 Jun 84] 


CORRUPTION IN KHOMEYNI REGIME--According to a report from ENQELAB-E-ESLAMI IN 
EXILE newspaper, which belongs to Abolhasan Bani-Sadr a political prisoner was 
freed from Evin Prison after paying a few million in bribes. The corrupt regime 
of Khomeyni will try anything to get money out of people. A report from Evin 
Prison says that a capitalist named Purani has given a plot of land, which is 
worth a few million tumans, to the officials of Evin Prison as bribe against 

the release of one of his relative. The same newspaper reports that a few 
months ago Mr Purani gave another piece of land which was worth a few million 
tumans to the great granddaughter of Khomeyni so that she could find a position 
in the corrupt dictatorship of her father [as heard] Ruhollah Khomeyni for the 


said capitalist. [Text] [GF161341 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian 
1500 GMT 14 Jun 84] 


IRAQI SOLDIERS KILLED--Tehran, 18 June, IRNA--To break Muslim resistance the 
Ba'th security forces of Iraq, backed by seven war planes and helicopters and 
some armoured vehicles, have attacked Abu-Saida [IRNA spelling] suburb of 
Ba'quba [IRNA spelling],, east of the capital Baghdad, opposition sources said 
here. The RAH-E KARBALA weekly said in its latest issue that in the armed 
confrontation, that followed the attack in east of the capital, the Muslim 
revolutionaries managed to destroy a personnel carrier and brought down a 
helicopter. A large number of Ba'th soldiers including three security agents 
were also killed in the operation. The weekly named the three Ba'th agents as 
Ali Agha, Sultan Hassan and Ahmed Rasoul [all IRNA spellings]. [Text] 
[LD181643 Tehran IRNA in English 1603 GMT 18 Jun 84] 
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RAZA KASIM'S RELEASE URGED 


Lahore VIHVPOINT,in English 7 Jun 84 p 14 


[Text ] 


THE Lahore High Court Bar 
Association has demanded that Mr. 
Raza Kazim, one of the city’s most 
prominent lawyers, be released imme- 
diately. 

In a resolution passed at a general 
house meeting of the Association on 
Sunday, it was noted that Mr. Raza 
Kazim was taken into custody on 
January 9 this year without being 
shown any warrants and without any 
intimation to his family or counsel 
regarding the nature and substance 
of the charges against him. Through- 
out this period of nearly five months; 
all efforts to ascertain the charges 
against him or the conditions of his 
confinement proved futile. 

Some of the members of his family 
were reported to have briefly met 
Mr. Raza Kazim some days ago and 
it was alleged that he had been detain- 
ed in solitary confinement under 
conditions which gravely threatened 


his physical and mental health. 

The resolution said: 

“This meeting reiterates that the 
established principles of equity and 
justice lay down that no person 
should be detained contrary to law 
and in conditions violative of universal 
human rights and that no accused 
should be denied the due process of 
law and right to defence. 

“In view of this, this house demands 
that Mr. Raza Kazim should either be 
released forthwith, or if the authorities 
have any specific charge against him 
he should be tried in an open court of 
law and allowed all facilities for 
legitimate defence. 

“Further, this meeting demands 
that, pending action on the above 
mentioned points, Mr. Raza Kazim 
should be given all facilities in deten- 
tion to which he is entitled by virtue 
of his rights and status at home and 
abroad” 
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POLITICAL PRISONERS* PLEA 
Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 7 Jun 84 p 4 
[Letter to Editor] 


[Text ] WE THE political prisoners in the 


Central Jail, Hyderabad, appeal to all 
national and international organisations 
devoted to the cause of civil liberties, 
to raise their voice against the inhuman 
treatment being meted out to Mr. Shakeel 
Ahmed Pathan, President, Qaumi Mahaz-i- 
Azadi and Additional Secretary-General. 
MRD, Hyderabad, who had fractured his 
left leg and was taken to hospital. Never- 
theless, he had not yet fully recovered 
when he was forcibly taken back to the 
jail where he is under very poor conditions. 
He is unable to move and is in constant 
pain. He is not being properly treated and 
if he continues to be neglected, he may well 
die. We therefore demand his immediate 
readmission to the Civil Hospital so that 
his lee may receive expert aitention and 
saved from permanent damage. 


We also demand proper medical faciiities 
for other prisoners at the Central Jail, 
Hyderabad. Funds allocated by the Govern- 
ment for prisoners’ health and diet are 
being crag age If a judicial inquiry 
were ever held into the affairs of this jail, 
startling facts would come to light. - 
ALLAH BACHAYO LAGHARI, HUSAIN 
SHAH BUKHARI, NABI BUX BHURGARI, 
ABU BAKAR ZARDARI, RASHIDUDDIN 
TARIQ, GUL RUKHMAN, ALAM SHAH 
BUKHARI, DR. MUNEER BHURGARI, 
NOOF M. TEHBO, M.B. CHANDIO, BABU 
GHULAM HUSAIN MEMON, ABDULLAH 
MALIK (Awami Tehrik Central Committee), 
ZAHOOR ALAM RIND, MUNEER AHMED 
RANDHAWA and MOLA BUX MASHORI, 
Central Jail, Hyderabad. 
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LETTER CRITIZES 'QADIANI BAITING’ 
Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 7 Jun 84 p 4 
[Letter to Editor | 


[Text ] AS AN OLD journalist, who has been 


on the reporting staff of some of the leading 
Urdu and English newspapers in the sub- 
continent, before and after independence, 
I am, indeed, amazed at the one-sided 
reporting in the national Press against the 
Ahmadis. Aliight, the Ahmadis have been 
declared constitutionally to be non-Muslims 
und have recently been debarred from 
calling the ‘azan’ and their place of worship 
as ‘masjid’, but they have not ceased to be 
citizens of Pakistan. Even the worst criminal 
in the eyes of the law is entitled to his 
defence in court. The Press in Pakistan, 
as a whole, has denied the Ahmadis the right 
of reply. This further injures the credibility 
oft the already muzzled Press of Pakistan. 

It seems to me that just as anti-Semitism 
paved the way for Nazism before World 
War Il, with all its implications for inter- 
national peace, in Pakistan Qadiani-baiting is 
paving the way for mullahcracy with its 
deadly threat to the pristine beauty of 
Islam. As Allama Iqbal put it so clearly: 
‘Deen-i-mullah fi sabeel Allah fasaad’. 
— MEEM SHEEN, Lahore. 
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NOTABLES IN SIND ARRESTED IN ANTIROBBER DRIVE 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 3 Jun 84 p 12 


{Text ] 


CSO: 





HYDERABAD, June 2: About 72 
influential Zamindars, Chairmen 
and Councillors have been detained 
in Hyderabad Division during the 
last two months for giving pro- 
tection to gangs of dacoits. This 
was dislocsed by the DIG, Hyder- 
abad range, at a Press conference 
here today. 


He said Police and the Indus 
Rangers have taken over control 
of all the hideouts and entry pla- 
ces of the dacoits in Dadu district 
and the crime situation is now 
fully under control. He said Police 
a = have a : 

coits belonging to the gang 
Ali Gohar Chandio during the last 
four days and out of them six 
dacoits have been convicted by the 
summary military courts to three 
years R.I each. He said forsafe 


4600/627 





journey on Indus highway in 
Dadu district Police check posts 
have been established and three 
wireless sutstations :~ have been 
set up in Dadu district. 

Government,hs said, has supplied 
900 automatic China made rifles 
and eight wireless sets for Hyder- 
abad Police. He said during the 
last five months about |7 police 
officials have been killed and 
16 others have been injured in en- 
counters with daccits. 


He said the DIG, Sukkur Range, 
had approached Pir Sahib Pagaro 
to allow his Hur Mujahid Force 
to join the Police department. 
After getting permission from Pir 
Pagaro, about S00 trained Hur 
Mujahids have been recruited in the 
Police Department and they are 
now only policemen. He said Hur 
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Mujahid Force is government's 
para= military force and Sind 
Government had sought their help 
during the last Local Bodies elec- 
tions in Sind. He said out of 500 
Hur Mujahids 200 have been 
deployed in Hyderabad Division to 
face the eight gangs of dacoits 
operating in the division. 


He said that Dr. Chunney Lal 
of Mehar who was kidnapped by 
the gang of dacoits from his 
hospital at Mehar has been recover- 
ed and according to the statement 
of the doctor the dacoits had kid- 
napped him to provide medical aid 
to the injured dacoits. It may be 
recalled that Pir Pagaro while telk- 
ing to newsmen recently ai 
Karachi had denied that he had 
allowed his Hur Mujahid Force to 
join the Police Department. 


PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


AHMADIS REFUTE ALLEGATIONS--RABWAH, June }]: Mr. Mohammad Shafi Ashraf, Nazar, 
Amoor-i-Ama, Rabwah, has issued a Press release in which he has strongly re- 
futed the allegations levelled against Jamaat-i-Ahmadia and published in some 
national News Papers particularly the report that a conspiracy had been hatched 
to murder five hundred religious scholars and that threatening letters were be- 
ing sent to them. It has been regretfully stated in the Press release that all 
these allegations are false and made up by interested persons and there is not 
an iota of truth in them. The news about the shifting of Jamaat Headquarters 
from Rabwah to Nigeria is equally baseless and malicious. Similarly, reports 
about the migration of family members of the Founder of the Jamaat to London, 
the secret tour of Imam Jamaat-i-Ahmadia in Israel and the news about his 
departure from London for Nigeria are absolutely false and malicious, says the 
Press release. All this is being done with the sole purpose of creating mis- 
understanding about the Jamaat and to poison the atmosphere in Pakistan. The 
press release appeals to the responsible national press to desist from giving 
publicity to such false and baseless news items. The Government has also been 
requested to bring to book those who issue such false statements and level 
baseless allegations against Jamaat-i-Ahmadia. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM 
in English 3 Jun 84 p 12] 


RECEPTION FOR PRISONERS--A reception was held here on Thursday in honour of 
activists arrested at one time or other for political activities in the past 
few years. The reception was attended by over 2,000 men and women who had 
come from all over the province. Ali Ahmad Kurd came from Baluchistan and 
some people represented Sind. Sponsored by the Political Prisoners Release 
and Relief Committee, the meeting was presided over by Malik Mohammad Qasim, 
convener of the Committee. Chaudhry Khalid Mahmood, President, Lahore High 
Court Bar Association, and participants from outside the Punjab were chief 
guests. Chaudhry Liaqat Husain Waraich, Secretary of the conmittee. presented 
his report. [Text] [Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 7 Jun 84 p 14] 


STUDENT LEADER'S WIFE APPEALS--MRS. Nighat Abbas, wife of Ghulam Abbas, a 
former student leader incharge of the students wing of the defunct Pakistan 
People's Party, has said in a recent statement that she had not been allowed 
to see him ever since he was arrested and sent to the Lahore Fort four months 
ago. Mrs. Abbas appealed to the Punjab Governor to allow her to see her hus- 
band who was not keeping well. She claimed that Ghulam Abbas had been unlaw- 
fully kept in the torture section of the Fort for the last four months. Mrs. 
Abbas said that if at all her husband had committed any crime, he should be 
formally charged and tried in a civil court. [Text] [Lahore VIEWPOINT in 
English 7 Jun 84 p 14] 
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